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Review of the Controverſy 


K 


Great-Britain and her Colonies, 


1 E that goeth about to perſuade a multitude, 
« that they are not ſo well governed as they 
10 ought to be (ſays the learned and judicious 
1a Hooker) ſhall never want attentive and favour- 


80 able hearers ; becauſe ſuch as openly reprove 
$< ſuppoſed diſorders of ſtate,are taken for principal friends to 
the common benefit of all, and for men that carry ſingular 
fe freedom of mind. Under this fair and plauſible colour, 
* whatſoever they utter paſſeth- for good and current. That 
* which wanteth, in the weight of their ſpeech is {ſupplied by 
the aptneſs of mens minds to accept and believe it. Wheie- 
* as, on the other ſide, it we maintain things that are efta- 
* bliſhed we have to ſtrive with a number of heavy preju+ 
* dices, deeply rooted in the hearts of men, who think that 
herein we ſerye the time, and ſpeak in favour of the pre- 
* ſent ſtate, becauſe thereby we either hold or ſeek prefer- 
ment.“ Hence it is that the groſſeſt ab ſurdities paſi for 
* arguments in the mouth of a popular declaimer, 
whilſt the cleareſt deductlont of reaſon, on the ſide of autho · 
ity, are termed deluſive ſopbiſtry, and the artful chicane of 
courtier, Hence it iz alſo that {b few men of talents are 
illing to hazard their reputation vn the ſucceſi of their ar - 
zuments in defence of government, or to become volunteers 
n the cauſe of truth, whilſt calumny and felſhood are propa» 
zated amongſt the Py againſt thelr rulers without con- 
radiction, and even etimes with the indelent aequleſ- 
ence of men of enlightened uuderſtandings and, candid 
carts, Yet ſurely the taſk of aſſeriing the right of goveru- 


1 


ment, maintaining the authority of the ſupreme power over 
the whole community, of calling back the miſguided multi- 
tude from factious combinations, and perſuading them to u- 
nite in promoting the public happineſs, by yielding a chear- 
Ful obedience to the laws, aud cheriſhing a zealous attachment 
to our excellent conſtitution, ought not to be left to the pa- 
-pegyrifts of miniſters, tp thoſe anly who.“ hold or ſeek pre- 


« ferment.” Is it the duty of the hirelingsof an a:imivittration # 


only, to inform the people of the extent of their rights, and to 
exhort them to their duty? To expoſe the malevolent de- 
ſigns, and detect tlie artifices ,of their ſeducers? To point 
our to them the dangers which beſet them, and the fatal con- 
ſequences which hang over them! To ſhew to them the ha- 
zard they run ot loſing their ſub(tantial liberty, by purſhing 
the ignus fatuns which they have been deluded to follbw ? 


Shall we ſee our fellow ſubjects in the colonies intoxicated Y 


with a fond conceit of their own importance, and charmed 


by the flattering whiſpers of independency, forſaking the 


guide Fd their youth, the ſure ſtay of all their liberties, and the 


protector of all their rights and poſleſſions, the parliament of 
Great-Britain ; and throwing themſelves into the arms of pre- 
rogative, and putting all their confidence in the good plea- 


ſure of the crown? Is the Britiſh empire to he ſuffered to be 
rent in pieces, and each member of it expoſed to hecome a 


prey to its powerff ul neighbour, from a vain imagination that 
there is no fupreme power in the ſtate, which has — 
4 


to cemmand the ſtrength, the riches, and the ſwords of a 


the ſubjects of the realm, to defend every part of its domini- 
ons, and to protect the rights and poſſcfiions of evety indivi- 


dual who lives under it ? Are we tb fold our hands, and ſubmit 


ourſelves to the preſſure of theſe calamities, becauſe the fol- 

owers of a miviſter do net think the cauſe of their patron con- 
cerned, or his ſtability endangered, or becauſe the ſhafts of 
culumny and detractions are ready to be launched agniult |} 


whoever i hardy enough to endeavopr to ſtop the maduel) 


of the people 


Far he from me. to wiſh to be thought Inſenſible to the 1 


Tg or Ul opinion of my countrymen i but as 1 conſider It to 


poor abllity, I will e them my opinion, whether they may 
reward or cenſure me for my endeavours,-On this principle, 


rors which rite before me z | adventure upon my preſeut un- 
dertakiugz and 1 ſet down to revi w the „ controver- 
ſy, with the ſingle, and 1 hope honeſt, purpoſe of bringin 

back my fellow-1ubjects in the colonies to a jult ſenſe of thel 


Auty to the ſuper legiſlative power, by expoſing to them 


my duty bo promote their wellfure to the utmoſt of my 
U 


and aQuated by theſe motives, It le, that, unawed by the ter- 
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the fallacies by which they have been deluded, and exploring 
the dangers which the paths wherein they are now be wilder 
ed mult unavoidably lead them into. | 

The ſeveral pleas which have been urged by thoſe who have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this controverſy, on behalf of th 

£6lonies, may be comprehended under theſe two gene 
heads: : | 

The title of the inhabitants in the colonies to all the 
rights, liberties, and privileges of Engliſhmen ;—and their 
claim to exemption from the juriſdiction of parliament, ; 

It ſhould ſeem to be of the utmolt importance to the colo- 
nies, that the former plea was eſtabliſhed before they adduced 
any proofs in ſupport of the latter; for, ſhould they fail in the 
one, nothing could be more fatal to their freedom, and con- 
ſequently to their proſperity, than their ſucgeeding in the o- 
ther, | 

If they ſhould unhappily be able to demonſtrate, that the 
colonies are, no part of the Britiſh ſtate; that they are the 
5 domain, and not annexed to the realm; that the in- 
iabitants are not Britiſh ſubjects, nor within the juriſdiction 
of parliament ; they can have no title to ſuch privileges and 
immunities as the people of England derive under acts of 
parliament, nor to any other of thoſe rights which are peculi- 
ar to Britiſh ſubjects withiu the realm. What would then be 
their ſituation it behoves them well to conſider ; and before 
they 7 the authority of parliament, they ought ſeriouſly 
and diſpaſſionately to weigh the conſequences, and be very 
well aſſured, that whilſt they are labouring to free themſelves 
from the preſent inconveniences, which the juriſdiction of par · 

liament ſubje&s them to, they do not, by avoiding them, run 

into difficulties much more embarraſſing, and expoſe them · 
ſelves to hardſhips much more intolerable, They ought to re- 
flect, that whatever may be their condition, they cannut ap- 
ply to parliament to better it, If they reſect the Juriſdition 
of parliament, they muſt not in any caſe ſie for Its Interpoſl- 
tion in their behalf, Cn they may have 
to complain of, they mult ſcek redreſd from the grace of the 

crown alone; for, thould they petition parllament to do them 
right, they themitlves have authoriſed the crown to tell par» 
liament, as the ſeervtary of ſtate to James the Firſt did the 
houſe af Commons, “ America le not annexed to the realm, 

„nor within the Jurifdiftion of parliament, you have there» 

* fore no right to Interſere.“ 

Such being the caſe, we are therefore to expect to find the 
Arongelt efforts of the colony advocates directed to this point, 
We may indeed look for the cleareſt evidence, the moſt eon - 
vincing arguments, and even demonſtrative proof of their 
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right to theſe privileges, independent of acts of parliament, 
fince we ſee them ſo eager to preclude parliament from the 
power of conveying to them any privilege whatever, Let us 
then ſee on what they found their title, 

In May 1765, the houfe of burgeſſes in Virginia reſolved, 
That the firſt adventurers and ſettlers of this his majeſty's 
* colony and dominion of Virginia, brought with them and 


5 tranſmitted to their poſtetity, and all other his majeſty's 


« ſubjects ſince 9 in this bis majeſty's ſaid colony, 


« all the liberties, privileges, franchiſes, and immunities, 


te that have at any time been held aud enjoyed, aud poſſeſ- 
% ſed by the people of Great-Britain.“ | 
This reſolution is adopted by the aſſembly of Maryland, 
and repeated in tlie very ſame words: and as the aſſembly of 
Virginia has been {aid to have hung out the {ſtandard for A- 
merican liberty, aud the other colonies have little more me- 
rit than that of following their leader, I muſt confeli I ex+ 
pected to have found a much c/earer proof of the truth of the 
propoſition contained in their reſolution than I am able to 
colle& from the terms In which It is expreſſed, They tell us 
indeed tt That the fu adventrrert In the reign _ _ the 
«& Firſt, 6#0vg4t with them, and tranſmitted to their poſterity, Ke, 
he liberties, privileges, franchiſes, and mmun los, 
tt that the people of Gteat⸗Haltaln have at 4% time (Unee as 
et well as before) enjoyed and pollefied,” But in what fort of 
WAAſlenum, nucleon, or embrye, It was that they earried with 
inen te Virginia, in the reſgu of James the Firth, the 467. 
orgs alt, whieh the people of kngland did not enjoy or 
polle( till the reign ef Charles the Second 4 or the bill of 
rights, which = did nei enjoy till the reign of William 
aud Mar 1 the acts fur altering the ſuecefflan and the limi- 
tation of the erown, and many others paſled in that and the 
ſubſequent reigns, a4 they have nat candeſtended to inform 
their tviends ju England, ſo they can only expect us to ad- 
mire their protaund logical (kill, and mult content themſelves 
with the mare rational applauſe of their countrymen, who they 
ay have more fully inſtructed, 
he aſlembly of Pennſylvania, by their reſolutions in the 
ſame year, declare, “ That the inhabitants of this province 
are intitled to all the liberties, rights, and privileges of his 


% majeſty's ſubjects in Great»Britain, ar e//ewbere; and that 


« the conſtitution of government in this province is founded 
« on the natural rights of mankind, and the nob/e principles of 
3 f liberty, and therefore iz or engt to be perfectly 
« free.” | 

This reſolution aſſerts in like manner, as do the reſolutions 
of Virginia and Maryland, that the people of that colony 
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are intitled to all the rights of Britith tubjects ; hut it does not 
pretend that the fir/t ſettlers carried them there : neither does 
it found their claim to them upon the royal charter to the 
proprietor, or upon the laws of Great-Britain, but upon the 
« natural rights of mankind, and the noble principles of 
« Engliſh liberty.“ ; | 25 
That the natural rights of mankind ſhould give any people a 
right to all the liberties and privileges of Engliſhmen, is, 1 
believe, a doctrine unknown to all civilians, except the aſſam - 
bly of Pennſylvania, It is indeed a moſt benevolent doc« 
trine; for if it be eſtabliſted, it will render the blefſings 


_ which Britiſh ſubjects enjoy under their excellent conftirution 


univerſal to all people, at leaſt to all thoſe who live under - 
ny conſtitution of government which is founded upon the na- 
tural rights of mankind, in whatever part of the world they 
may inhabit, or whoever may be their ſovereign. The na- 
tive Indians in North-America, the Hottentots at the Cape of 
Good Hope, the Tartars, Arabs, Caftes, and Groenlandery, 
will all have an equal title to the liberties and rights of Eng- 
Ummen, with the people of Pennſylvania j for all their com» 
{t\tutions of goverument are founded on the natrrul right of 


mankind, 
The ned/e principle (ſh liberty le, however, another 
n for the eontliiution of the . 


of Ig 
and more peeullar foundatio 
vernment in Pennſylvania; but where te flud theft ve% 
c of Kuglifh Nberty, except it be In the laws of the land, 
t eonfeld l am Ignorant and If the aflemibly of Penny vaude 
ok them - we, it would have been kind in them is have 
afbrmed the world whenee they had them, that ether nat» 
ons might have drawn from the ſhme precious fountain, But, 
not to preſt ton hard upon ſuch tender ground, the conſt» 
quenee of their diſtavering theie noble principles, and of 
having founder their conſtitution of government upon them, 
It ſcems bs, that & the conſtitution of government in Penuſyls 
„% vania is or eng to be 1.4 Tree. 

To be perfect free is, | apprehend, to be in a ſtate of wa» 
ture abſolutely independent of, and uncontrolable by, any 
other, in all caſts whatever: and when applied to ſtates, is 
the moſt complete definition of equality and independency 
that can be given, It exclud: x all peftibility of a ſuperior or 
paramount, and furniſhes us with a full idea of ſupreme aud 
unlimited juriſdiction. No law of another (tate can have 
force within that territory, nor can the iuhabltants be amen - 
able to any foreign judicature. No act whatever of the Bri- 
tiſh parliament is or ought to be therefore of force in Peun- 
ſyIvania, otherway: the government of that country (mult not 
henceforth call it province, for that term implies dependence) 
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of them as are contained in acts of parliament, becauſe thoſe 


Si tht 
cannot be, as It {+ or ought #6 be, perfectly free, The act of 
the Fth and 8th of king William, which deelares; that ( all 
i Jaws, bye: laws, ufages, and cuſtoms, which thall he in 
t practles in any of the plantations; repugnant te any law 
ft made Bf ie be made In this kingdom relative to the (aid 
i n ſhall be valid and of none effect,” is phainly in- 
eanſittent with this perfor? freedom of the Penutylvania confi: 
22 of government, and therefare it // % or gg nat to 
; af free neither indeed 15 the get uf the sth of George | 
the gecand, which makes the lands in America aflers for the 
payment af debts, nor any other of the ſeveral arts af parti» | 
ment which relate ta plantations, to be executed within the 
. of the government of Pennſylvania, Hach the 
waminer of the Claim of the Colonter been arquainted with this 
reſblution when he wrote his pamphlet, he probthly would 
not have given ſ@ much offence to the author of The Conſider 
rations of the Propriety of N Taxes, av that gentleman has 
taken, at his producing acti of parliament in evidence of the 
right of parliament ro diſpaſe of the property of the people 7 
In Pennſylvania and the other American Colonies, for that re» 
ſolutlon abragates them all alike, None of them {x or eg to 
be of farce within that government and inſtead of cenſur- 
ing the chief jultice for denying the authority of one act of | 
parliament, when he admitted the authority of ſo many o- 
thers, he would have blamed him for — admitted the 
authority of any, perhaps have accuſed him in ſu doing of 
denying the perfedt freedom of the conſtitution of the government | 
of Pennſylvania, We now ſee the reaſon of the alſertion in | 
the former part of this reſolution : “ that the conſtitution of i 
« the government is founded on the natural rights of man- 
« kind; and the inference drawn therefrom, that all man- 
kind have a natural right to the liberties, privileges, &c, of 
Britiſh ſubjects : for if that be not the caſe, it will be impof | 
ſible for the people of Pennſylvania to have any right to ſuch 


acts cannot, or at leaſt ought not, as we have ſeen, to have a- 


ny force there, | 

The aſſembly of Maſſachuſets Bay ſupport their claim to all 
the rights and privileges of Biitiſh ſubjects by the follawing 
reſolutions, entered upon their journals the 29th of Qcto- 
ber 1765. 3 

« Reſolved, That there are certain eſſential rights of the 
« Britiſh conſtitution of government, which are founded inf 
« the lau of God and nature, and are the common rights of man- 
« kind; Therefore, A 

« Reſolved, That the inhabitants of this province are unalie - 
4% nably intitled ro thoſe eſſentia/ rights in common with all men. 


& of „ ed, That his Majelty's (ubjetts in America ard tif 
it all LD bee fo Welt ed te the -e extent of liberty 
e in with his Myjelty's uche In Britain, 8 | 
f law i Nee, That by i o eee of , r Harte of 
(ald this provinee, the inhabitants are invited to all 7% rightsy 
y ine hherties and Atte of free and ure Bern fuljedts of 
mt Great: Hrivalny 40 all intente, purpoſes, aud confiructions 


of tf whatever, | | 

ore „% ed, That the inhabitants of this province appear td 
p the he Na all 4 rights eren Muc an ms par tin 
url! 4 wont the 14th of Grorge the fecond, 


At 

\ the % Re/aived, That G rights do belang t the Inhabitants 
the of this province upon priveipler of commun Juſtice," 
| thi Here we (ee that the %% of Cod and nature, the common rights. 
auld ed, reaſon and c /onſt, the T charter, an aff of 
fide» arliameint, aud common Jute, are all fo many pillars on whic 
| has ne aſſembly of Mallachuſers found. thelr clalm to the right 
' the Sand privileges of Britiſh ſulqecte , and where the props are (a 
ople umerous, it will be hard indeed If none of them prove ſtrong 
t re» Pnough to ſupport the bullding, Far be it ffom ine to deny 
bt to o the inhabitants of Maſſachulets a G in and of 

eh rights and privilegtiias HEritith tubjects are Intitled to in 
tommon with all mankind; or ſuch as we derive from the laws 
of God or Nature, Such rights they are certainly totitled to, as 
they are men, aud as hex are Chriltians : but all men and all 

tle 


Chriſtians are not Intitled to the rights and privileges of ©ve« 
ry particular ſoclety of which they are uot members of ſubj 


jedi. Eves 
ry ſociety has rights and privileges peculiar to thuſe who com- 
=_ that ſociety ; and when we treat of the rights and privi- 
eges of the members of that ſociety, we muſt be underſtood 
to mean ſuch privileges as are petuliar to that ſociety, and not 
ſach as are the common rights and privileges of all Chriſtian 
men. When thereſore we are diſcufling the rights and privis 
legs of Britiſh ſuljecti, we muſt confiue our enquiries to tuelt 
rights as a natural born ſubject of the Britiſh ſociety or ſtate 
is intitled to, and to which an dien, or one who is not a mem- 
ber of that ſociety, has no claim. The laws of God, or ot N- 
ture, or the common rights of mankind, cannot therefore give 
the inhahitants of Mailuchuſets any title to the pet#/iar privi- 
Jeges of Britilh ſubjects, if they are not alſ@ members of the 
Britiſh community or ſtate. The laws of Ged and of nature, 
and the common rights f mankind, would indeed equally. 
ferve to ſupport their claim to the rights and privileges of 
Dutchmen, Frenchmen, ItaHians, or of any other Chriſtian ſo- 
ciety or ſtate, as to jultify their pretenſions to the rights aud 
privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, | 7 

Reafon and commen ſenſe are m_ fitter to be employed i 


ꝶꝶ6 . . att 


not adviſe the colonies to rely too much upon Its good nature 


proving the | 4 rg of a title, than to be ſet up themſelve! 
as a title, Neaſen and common ſenſt are faculties of the mind, 
by which the truth or falſhood of any propoſition 1s tried, but 
they are not in themielves either principles or propoſitions ; 
when therefore we ſhall have tried and examined the ſeveral! 
propoſitions on which the colony allemblies found their claim 
to all the rights and privileges of Britiſh ſuhjects, we ſhall 
then ſee whether they are intitled to them in reaſon and com Þ 
mon ſenſe, or not. 1 
A royal charter, it muſt be allowed, conveys a clear title to 
whatever it is iu the right or prerogative of the crown to grant Þ 
but it js not the prerogative of the crown to make free deni- 
zens of aliens; that is, to beſtow on foreigners the rights and 
privileges of natural-born ſubjects.— Every act of parliament 7? 
for uaturalizing a foreigner is a _ that it is not, The 
King of England, or any other K gs may grant to any 
ple who are their ſubjects, rights and pri 
enjoyed by the, people of Great-Britain but no fauthority, 
other than the ſupreme legiſlature of Great - Britaln, can ln- 
corporate any individual or people Into the Britiſh communi- 
ty, or mnke them partakers of the rights aud 
Britiſh ſubjets, If the inhabitants of Maſlachuſets are 
not therefore the natural-boru ſubjects of the realm of Great« 
Britain, and a part of the Britiſh community, the King can | 
not, by any act of hls alone naturalize them, or glve them a 
title to the rights and privileges of Britiſh ſuhjecks, | 
An ad of parliament in indeed a ſufficient authority te eon - 
vey to any people who acknowledge Its ſupremacy, the right: 
and privileges of Britiſh ſuhlecte z but I little expected to have 
ſeen an att of parliament appealed to by the aſſembly of Ma“ 
ſhehuſtts,ar having conveyed to them any rights or privileges, | 
when, at the ſame time they are denying that parliament has 
any ſuriſulctlon over them whatever, But it ſtemt parliament 
has a right to d the colonies, but not to bind them 1 It 
may give them Jenes, but it muſt not impe/d burdens, Its 
power over the colonies is ſomewhat like that allowed by the 
deiſts to the Almighty over his creatures, he may reward 
them with eternal happineſt If he pleaſes; but he muſt not 
puniſh them on any account, Parliament, however, I am a» 
frald, will not be content with ſuch a power, and 1 would 


for if it ſhould find itſelf to have hevn eu lu rauking the 
inhabitants in the colonies among the ſubjects of the realm, 
and that it has granted the privileges and immunities of Bri. 
tith ſubjects to thoſe who are not of the Britiſh community, 
and diſavow its authority over them ; there might be danger 
af Its recalling that grant, and declaring by another act of 


So 2 
vileges ſimilar to thoſe 7] 


rivileges of 


( 


Jay fo, for 1 "ally am Ignorant who 1s Majeſty's Zng/i/ ! 
Jeſt without the rea/m are, or what are the rights and libeitle 
which thiey enJoy. | (hall theretore leave this aſſembly in Full] 
pollen of their retolutlens, and only extract two other off 
em, which J ſhall hereafter have vecafion to take notice of | 
% Refdived, That It Jnvelyes the greateſt Ineenfltteney 
« with the knpwn prineiples of the Knylifh eouititution, 1 
« \\ppoſe that the Honourable Houſe of Commons of Great. 
4 Britain eau, without diveiting the Iyhabitants ef this Cole 
« ny of thelr'molt . elghts, grant te the erewn their, 
« or any part of their eltares for any purpoſe whatſoever, 2 
% Refarved, That from the fest (ertlement of the Colanley, 
« It has been the // of the government at home, that ſuch grant: | 
« ö nat be conſtitutionally wide, and theretpre application 
% tur the (\pport of government, and gther publle exigeueen 
% have alway; been made vo the repreſiniatiyes of the hevoph( 2 
« af this con“ | 5 E 
I eve wow ie what Mr. Dlekenſun calls the Amerlean derla“ 
ration pf! Wag whieh ure the W flow of the commltees from!“ 
'the (evra talen allk blies, Which met at New: York, x 
Octuber, 50 Fand here we may Expect te M the (tperate ay 
Irregular eat of each Eplany e ang regdueed in. 
be iyſtem ang Na Their reſblutlens are a5 follow; i 
 & That his Mijetty's ſubjects in iReſb Eglgnies ewe the ſume 
10 e 0 the erown of Greab Britaly that is awing frem 
« hiz Whji:6ts % Within tie ram, and 4% dus /iberdin du % 
« that age Lech, the parliament Nene e 
i That his Mijelty's liege e In theft alanies are it, 
« %% J0 all the pore F Ms and ayer engt his natural: born 
« ſuhje&ts within the kingdom of Grea tan. "Il 
© tn their petitian ig the houſe of O mans hey thus expreſi 
themſelyes f % It is from and pager the Engliſh conſtitution | 
v« we ferive all our civil and religions rites and liberties z we 
% glary in being ſu ef uf the beſt of Kings, and having been 
Fe Borg under the molt perfect forw af government." Pur- 
ther i d We eltgem our connexions with and dependence on 
% Gient-Britain ad ane of our greateſt bleſſings ; and appre- 
% heug the latter will Ne to be ſufficiently ſecure, When 
« it is couſillered that the inhabitants in the Colouirs have the 
« molt ynbounged affection for his Majeſty's perſon, family, 
« and government, as well as for the mother - country, sand 
'« that their ſubordination te the parliament is univerſally ac: | 
2 q 
* A plain Sngh reader of theſe reſolutions and petition 
N would be apt toimagine theſe committees had, in eflect, given 
up the point, and had fairly acknowledged the ſupreme au- 
thorlty of parliament over the colonies f aug that, a3 wo alli 


. _—_a ee ten. wa Ss 


Ab A1 
— tie 
in full 
ler off 
lee off! 


[teney? 


on, ty 8 


Greats 


Colo. 
their, 


F,. 1 
only! 
grant: 


ation 


pers, 


pl, 


tet la. 
| from V 
K t 
© ahi 
bl in. 
Wi 3 
ſa me 
from 2 
* „ 


borg 2 


preſi 
ation 
i Wo! 
been 
Pur» - 
on 
pre- 
vhen } 
the 
nily, 
dand Þ 
ac · 
1 
tlons 
iven 


au- 
A 

1 all | 
ry =. 


Co" 1 
eant the ſame thing on both ſides the water, It was not 
worth while to quarrel about the mauner of expreſſing it. 
This the cominittees expected g and thelr Ailll in framl 
their yreſblutions and petitions would hive been thrown away, 
if thelr manner of expreſſing themſblves had net excited in 
the reader Ideas much more exteufive than the ſtrict, even 
Engliſh, meaning of the term would Jultlfy. 
What Engliſhmen could defire more of theColonles than dve 
ebedience to that _ body, the parliament of Great-Britain ? 
But what Is % 05 lence l a matter in which they and the 
people of Kngland differ exceedingly; and the committees 
choſe to reſerve to the Colonies heir own ronfirultion of the 
terme, while they hoped the people of England would be led 
to believe they agreed with them In theirs, 
An Nate concelves due obedience to parllament to 
ean lawiul obedience, or obedience to an alt of parliament; 
he Colonſes concelve the parliament te have ny þ lit to 
ake laws for them, and due abedience to parliament le theres 
re, in their apprehenſion, no ebidience at all, An Englith 
wail, without reaſby, the! perhaps net without mental ful 
hood; way (wear to pay all % e seu, ty the King of Frances 
beeaufe, as he confelves that King ts have ne / ts his aber 
dience a4 an Büglichman, he promiſes te pay him nene. 
Where there is ne right te require ebedience, there can be 
none due f and te deny the right e the demand, and profeſl 
to pay what is due, is eontempiible elieane, 

The title of e Body, which they give the parliament, 
is another ſubterfage for N 10 e Its — 
whillt they mean to difkvoy is, 2 bady it certainly 
Is, and foreigners freqgently call it fa 4 but the fubjedts of the 
realm know it by another title, that of ſupreme legiſlature, 
That title would hawever have implied abedience 10 Its laws 
in thoſe who gave it j but the committees, not intending ta 
acknowledge ſuch abedience, avoided giving it that title 
Which is only proper from ſubjects, and gave it one which 
implied no relation or dependence on it, and yet carried ſo 
much the appearauce of reſpec, that it might be miſtaken to 


mean it. | 
The diſtinction they mark in their reſolutions between the 


people of America and the people of England, by terming 


the one h majeſty's liege ſubjefs in the Colonies, and the other, 
His nataral-born ſubjects, or his ſubjects bern within the realm, 
plainly, though in ny, declares it to be their opinion, 
that the people in the Colonies, are not the king's natura“. born 
ſuljects, or his ſubjecte born within the realm. They cannot 
therefore claim the rights and privileges of Engliſhmen, from 
cheir being Butiſh ſubjects in common with the people of Eng · 
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land, or the ſubjects born within the realm; and yet no 6» 
ther title to thoſb rights do any of them pretend, than that 
ſuck are the rights and priv] (egos of Engliſhmen or Beltiſhi 
ſubjets, For they go on to reſblye, “ That it is inſeperably 
44 eſſential to the freedom of a people, and the undoubted 
« right of #ug///bmen, that no taxes be impoſed on them 
4% but with their own conſent, glven perſonal 7 or by their 
6 1 Thar trial by Jury ls the inherent and in, 
« valuable right of ever Brit)/h 2 in theſe Celonles.“ 
Alſo, « That it is the right of the Britifh /ubjes ln theſe Ca. 
% lonſes to petition the Fug or either houſe of parliament,” 
This is all very true and very ſenſible ; but who thoſe * 
men or Brit 45 ef; in the Colonies are, to whom, and 76 
whow on(y, theſb rights belong, canuot eaſily be diſcovered, 
They cannot be the inhabitants of the Colouies, ar thoſe wha 
have been born there ; for the former reſolutions ſay, that 
the Colonies are not within the Britiſh realm, nor that the peo» 
le who are born there are the natura/ bor ſuljecti of the 
ings born within the realm. | 
aving thus ſeen upon what fort of foundatians the diffe» 
rent colony aſſemblies build their ſeveral titles to the rights 
and privileges of Engliſhmen, and that each ſuperſtructure, 
at the approach of reaſon, yanifhes like=—the 4% ſabrie 
of @ viſien.—I will not fatigue the reader with a diſcuſſion 
of the arguments introduced by the colony advocates in ſup» 
rt of their aſſemblies reſolutions, Whatever they can urge 
n behalf of the Colonies chaim to the rights and privileges of 
Engliſhmen, whilſt they deny that they are ſubjects of the 
— or natural · born Britiſh ſubjects, and that the'Golonies 
are within the realm, muſt be, obnoxious to the ſame charges 
of inconſiſtency and abſurdity to which the aſſemblies reſolu · 
tions are fo palpably liable; and the ſimpleſt of my country · 
men can eaſily detect the moſt artful American ſophiſter, by 
inſiſting upon his anſwering this plain queſtion ; Are the 
people 1 the Colonies Britiſh ſubjects, or are they aliens or 
foreiguers ? 
The aſſemblies and their advocates, aware of this dauge - 
rous dilemma, have never directly and explicitly declared, 
as the reader muſt have obſerved, that they are, or that they 
are not, Britiſh ſubjects ; that is, _—_— of the Britiſh ſtats 
or community, They avoid that declaration by every artifice 
and ſubterfuge that words can ſupply them with. They — 
at one time Engliſhmen,” at another “ the children, 
«© not the baſtards of Britons “ they are « free Britons ;" 
ce the king of Great-Britain's legt ſubjects : % they owe 
te the ſame fealty and allegiance to his majeſty that is due 
to him from his ſabjects in Great Britain,” and numborleſi 
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other equivocal profeſſions, which ſerve toeludethe main 
{tion ; at the ſame time, as If under each character they 
defined thelr condition to be that of Britiſh ſabjects,they bold» 
ly draw the conſeqence, that they are entitled te all the right: and 
privileges 1 natural-born ſubjefti; In common wth the people of 
England. That they cannot however maintain their title to 
thoſe rights upon any other ground than that of thelr be 
Britifh bean born and inhabiting within the realm, bs 
think, ſufticlently evident z and therefore, that they may al 
In proving that they are not Britiſh ſubſecte, and that the 
Colonies f. without the realm, is the moſt friendly wiſh 1 
ean glve them. How tar they have ſueeeeded in the thtal at» 
tempt, muſt be the ſubject ot our next enquiry, 

Aud here we ſhall percelve, that however cautious the Co- 
lonies have been in admitting that they are Britiſh ſubjects 
In any ſeuſe whatever, that they do net nevertheleſi, 47 yen, 
reject the authority of parliament to bind them in any caſe, 
ſave in the article of taxation and, againſt even this right 
Win parliament, they do not urge that they are not Britiſh tub« 
ects, aud conſequently not withiu the Juriſdiction of the ſy» 
preme Britiſh legiſlature, becauſe that plea would involve e- 
ery other right of juriſdiction in the deciſion of that queſil - 
on; and it is the artifice of the managers on behalf of the 
-olonies, to avoid general queſtions, and to keep back aud 
Fc onceal conſequences, leaſt the unſuſpecting people of Eng» 

Wand ſhould too ſoon catch the alarm, and refolve to with» 
Wt an their firſt attempts at independeney. 
When the repeal of the (tamp-a& was their object, a diC+ 
inction was ſet up between internaland external taxes; the 
pretended not to diſpute the right of parliament to impo 
xternal taxes, or port duties, upon the colonies, whatever 
vere the purpoſes of parliament in laying them on, or how» 
ver productive of revenue they might be. Nay, Doctor 
Franklin tells the houſe of commons, that“ they have a ne« 
tural and equitable right to ſome toll or duty upon merchan · 
dizes carried through that part of their dominions, via. 
the American ſeas, towards defraying the expence they are at 
in ſhips to maintain the ſafety of that carriage. This, howe» 
er, was ouly the language for 1765 aud 1766, but when pare 
ament ſeemed to adopt the diſtinction, and waving for the 
reſent the exercite of its right ro impole interna} taxes, im- 
led certain duties on — imported into the Colo - 
les, aud carried through thoſe ſeas which the parliament 
Was told were heirs the diftintion between internal and ex- 
rnal taxes is rejected by the coleny advocates, and a new 
e deviſed between taxes for the regulation of trade, and tan · 
for the purpoſe of revenue, 
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This new diſtinction, however, between taxes for the regu- 
lation of trade, and taxes for the purpoſe of revenue, as far 
as it reſpects the right of parliament to impoſe the one, but 
not the other, is, of all abſurdities, the moſt ridiculous that 
ever was contended for. It is ſaying, in other words, that 
parliament has a right to impoie a heavy tax, but not a /ina// 
one, It may lay one ſo 5 that no body can afford to 
pay it ; but it has no authority to impoſe one which may be 
ealily borne z nay, in the inſtances referred to by Mr. Dick. 
enlon in his Farmer's Letters, it ſhuuld ſeem to mean that 
parliament has no right to reduce @ tax which it has had a le- 
gol right to impoſe in a manner extremely burdenſome, The 

ghe of parliament to charge foreign melaſles with a duty of | 
ſix-penee a gallon was unqueſtlonable z but, for parllament to 
reduce the {lxpence to three-pence, is a violent uſurpatlon 
of unconititutional authority, and an infringement of the M1 
rights and privileges of the people In the Colonies, The re- 
duction of the duty _ black teas loo Wai another Intole- 
rable grievance 1 whillt they carried out with them a dut 
of one ſhilling a pound, pald at the Eaſt-Indla Company's 
ſhales, which, by the ordinary increaſt of charges, amounted / 
to near elghteen-pence when the teas arrived in America, } 
things went on very well; but when parllament took off that 
ſhilling, and luſtead thereof laid on à duty of three : pence, 
to be paid on importation of the tea Into the Colonies, which . 

recluded all increaſe of charger, then were the Colonies un». 

one, Even the late duties upon olle and colours, &c, it Ws 
ſbems, have become glevous from their being ue die at all ; 
for Mr. Dickenſon tells us, ln his eleventh letter, thut the « 
drawbacks which are allowed upon their exportation from M« 
England, amount to niore money than all the duties together Wi « 
which are laid upon them on their arrival iu the Colo» Wc: 
nies will produce; I believe it is the firſt time that the Colo - 
nies of any ftate, have complained of the injuſtice of rhe 3 « 
mother-country in laying taxes upon them which were not Wc 
ſufficiently heavy ; nor was it ever before diſcovered, that the d 
proper means to redrefs the gievances of any people, were 
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to increaſe their taxes. And yet this is certainly the caſe in n 
the preſent in{tance between Great-Britain and her Colonies A. 


for, if parliament had augmented the duties upon foreign 
melaſſes, iaſtead of reducing them, or had it laid on another 


m 
ſhilling upon black teas exported to the Colonies, inſtead of ly 
taking one off, the right to do ſo would have been admitted. WW ve 
But (Eye Mr. Dickinſon) the heavy tax would have operated d 
xs a prohibition, which is a regulation cf trade; the light tar fa 
is intended to be paid, and is laid for the purpo/e of revenue. Wi & 


k is the purpoſe of parliament in laying the tax, which, it 
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ſeems, gives it the right of laying it. Curious reaſoning this ! 
— Now, ſhould it happen, that parliament was at any time 
miſtaken in its purpoſe, and that a tax which it impoſed with 
an intention that no body ſhonld pay it, that is, that it ſhould 
operate as a prohibition, ſhould really turn out to be ſuch a 
tax as the commodity on which it was charged could bear, 
and the people in the Colonies were willing to purchaſe it at 
the price the tax had raiſed it to, what ſhould we do then! 
If the tax be pald it then becomes a revenue tax, and no 
longer a prohibitory one z and ls theneefbrward a grievance, 
nd an infringment of the rights of the Colonies, On the 
ther hand, (bppoſe arllament ſhould be miſtaken In a tax 
t lald for the purpoſe of revenue, and le turned out a prohl 
bitlon, would the tax then become a con(titutlonal one! 
Nevertheleſh, ſhy the colony advocates, the eſſentlal dif. 
Wtinctlon between the two ſorts of taxes will bal In the pur. 
0/0 for which the tax 1s lald, no matter how It may operate ; 
Sand for this eflential diſtinction we are referred to our old ſta- 


1 


| 
| 
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duty tutes, Let the reaſbning of parliament In the preamble to 
any's Wie 15th of Charles the Second, chap, the eleventh, be the 
nted Mineaſlre of this diltination, and then we (hall ſee where the 
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boundary line le to be drawn, : 

In regard, ſays this ſtatute, that hls majeſty's plantarſang, 
Ke, beyond the fear, are Inbabited and propled by bir ſubjedts 
" of this hit kingdom of England, tor the maintaining a greater 
% correſpondence and klndneſd between them, and 4roping 
i them Þ a firmer dependences upon it, and rendering them yer 
„% more benefletal and advantageout to it, In the further employ. 
„% ment and increaſe of Z= ſhipping and ſeamen, vent of 
« Engliſh woellen, and other manufatture; and commodities, ren» 
« dering the navigation to and from the ſaine more ſafe and 
« cheap, and making this kingdom a ſtaple, not only of the com 
% modities of thoſt plantations, but alſo of the commodities of 
« other eountries and places 1 for the ſupplying of them, be it 
« enacted, &c," Theſe ſeveral r* are therefore to be 
deemed regulations of trade ; and to whatever tax or duty 
which may be impoſed with any of thoſe purpoſes, the Colo. 
nies oupht to ſubmit, notwithſtanding a revenue ſhould inci. 
dentally ariſe, from them. Be it fo, One purpoſ?, then it 
appears, is, „% the making the Colonies a vent for ““ Britith 
manutactures.“ Now if the Britiſh manufacturers are heavi- . 
ly taxed, and the American manufacturers pay no taxes, or 
very imall ones, the Britiſh manufactures mult come much 
deater to the cotiſtimier in the Colonies than American manu- 
factures, aid confequetitly the Britiſh manufactures will not 
ſell there; und the Comes will no longer be a vent for them, 

C 


| 
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tro prevent which, there can be no means ſo evident or effee, 
—_ as taking off taxes from the Britiſh manufacturers and 
laying them on the American manufacturer. With this view, 
aud with this purpoſe, of “ ſpeurlng a vent for the Britlih 
« manufactures,” an aft of parllainent, laying « poll-tax 
upon all manufacturers of linen or wool, or a heavy tax upon 
all kinds of manufictures which ſhould be made lu the Cole» 
nies, would be extremely proper, For this purpoſe alſe, all 
materials for manufactures ſhould be taxed, unleſt exported 
to Great: Biltalg 1 as ſhould all teels and inflruments for ma. 1] 
nufacturlag. The encouragement of Su navigation like. 
wilt opens another vein for gy, bo the life 5/064 of the 
Colonies, as they call their money, Tonnage duties upon all“ 
ſhips and yeſſels built in the Colonies 1 duties upon all ma- 
 terlals for rn of the product of the Calonies, or 

— there ; and, in ſhort, there is ſearcely a tax, in - 
ternal or external, which the people in England are liable to, 
that might not be * on the Colonies, for ſame of theſe : 
purpoſes. Beſides, if we enter thoroughly into the matter, 
we ſhall find that it is always an argument of the want of 
finance ability in the miniſter who propoſes any tax which is 
not intended to operate beneficially as a regulation, as well as 
to produce revenue, | ; | 

A land-tax is a judicious regulation, inaſmuch as it excites 
the land owner to cultivate and improve his lands, and with 
this very view, taxes are laid upon unimproved lands in Ames» | 
rica, by the colony aſſemblies. Thus our Eaſt-India duties 
are many of them calculated to promote our own manufac- % 
tures, as well as to raiſe a revenue, Thus the duties upon 
French goods were impoſed with a view to check the trade of 
France, to encourage o manufactures, and, at the 7 
ſame time, to raiſe a fund for defraying the public expences. 
So likewiſe are a multityde of qyr taxes upon articles of ³⁶ 
luxury and of extravagance in ohr home conſumption ; ſo 
like wiſe are the taxes upon many of our exports, to prevent 
the manufacture of our raw materials abroad, and to encou - 
rage it at home. The double tax upon the Roman Catholic? ſl 
was laid with a view to weaken that intereſt, as well as ro JM 
Faiſe a reyenue ; and jt was conſidered and urged as the 
Rrongeſt motive for laying on the Britiſh ſtamp duties upon ³ 
Iicences to keep ale · houſes, to ſell winę and ſpirituous liquors, 
and eyen thoſe upon all law-proceedings, and upon the ad- 
miſſion of attornies, and many others, that thoſe duties il 
would greatly operate to diſcourage and diminiſh what was ili 
| Fiſhed to be checked, as well as produce a public revenue. Wl 
Upqu this principle, eren the ſtamp - act in America might 
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have been conſidered as a y 1 for it was intended 
likewiſe to prevent or detect the forgery of deeds, wills, or 
other Inſtruments z to diſtonrage, by a high duty, the grant 
of large quantitles of land to one perſbn 1 to make all law 
roceedings and Infiruments In the Engliſh language, and 
henee incite the foreign ſubJects te learn It 1 to diſtourage 
a ſpirit of unneceſſary litigation In the Colonies z to prevent 
diſorders which frequently happen from 1 in 
remote places, and from ſblling ſpirituens quer to the In» 
dians in the woods to make the entries and clearances of 
ſhips more regular and to prevent falſe cockets, and ſeveral 
things of the like nature, | 

This boaſted diftinftion between taxes for the regulation of 
trade, and taxes fur the purpoſe af revenue, we therefore ſe 
is without a difference, and will in no fort ſerve to protect 
the Colonies from parliamentary internal and — taxa» 
tion, however it may ſerve for a pretence, under which to 
ſtrip parliament of all Juriſdiction over the Colonies, 

I have indeed thought of a diſtinction which would ſuit 
the Colonies purpoſes much better, and which, 1 believe, is 
what they mean, by the difference between taxes for the 
Purpoſe of revenue, and taxes as regulaations of trade, 
if they chole to ſpeak it our, which is that between the im- 
Poſing taxes and collecting them. They would acknowledge, 
With all their hearts, a right in patliament to do the one, pro- 
vided it never attenifſted to do the other, It is this mew e in- 
vention of collecting taxes that makes them burdenſome ta the 
Colonies, and an infringement ot their rights and privileges; 
and herein it is that Mr. Greuville's adminiſtration has 
proved the ra of the Colonies loſs of liberty. 

The duty of fix pence a gallon upon foreign melaſſes, 
which had been laid thirty years before Mr. Grenville was 
firſt commiſſioner of th& treaſury, was no grievance, becauſe 
it had never been collected; but when that gentleman reduced 
the duty to three pence, all liberty was at an end for he 
took meaſures for the Colonies to pay the three pence, 

For this invention of collecting taxes, and making them 
productive of revenue, it is, that this gentleman has been 
conſidered by ſome of the heated advocates of the Colonies 
as the determined, in placable enemy of their liberties ; that 
he has been purſued by them, and their partizans, on this 
ſide the water, with the bittereſt malevolence, Yet, not- 
withſtanding theſe calumnies, thoſe who know his public 
declarations, and his private. ſentiments, can teſtify, that he 
never entertained a thought of reſenting the harſh and unjuſt 
treatment he met with from them, much le(s did he ever wiſh 
C 2 : | 


b f [ 20 1 : 
to deprive the Colonies of any privilege which the Britifh 
conſtitution gave thema right to, of thelr ſafety, and that 
of Great: Britaln, would permit them te enjoy, Many gen- 
tlemen in the Co lonles authentleally know, that ſueh are his 
private difſþoftions g nor can they or the people of Great» Arts 
taln be Ignorant, that he has frequently manifeſted them in 
the molt public and ſblemn manner. When the parllamenta⸗ 
ry right of taxation has been queſlioned, have they not 
heard him deelare in theſe terms, ff That to ſueh a ſhrrender 
« of the legiflative antherity 1 ean never be a party, as [ 
et think it the higheſt ſpecies of treaſon againſt the eonſtitu- 


1% tion and favereign authority ef this Kingdom, ta deprive. 


« it of one-fourth part of its _ but though I eannot 
„adapt nor approve of ſuch a plan, yet I can ſubmit to it; 
and having done my duty to the utmaſt, by endeavouring ta 
eonvince the king, the parliament, and the people, of the 
« — conſequences of ſuch a meaſure, I ſhall wait the 
« event till experience has given conviction ane way or the 
other; and fo far am 1 from thinking, if I had the power, 
« that I have a right to carry matters to extremity, as it is 
% ſuppoſed I would, in order to inforce my own opinions in 
© contradiction to theirs, upon a ſubject of ſuch infinite im- 
© portance to the whole, that if I were to lee the king, the 
© parliament, and the people, ready to run into extremes on 
te that fide, which in the courſe of things ſeems to me high- 
6% ly probable, 1 would employ all the means in my power 
© to prevent it, and to ſuggeſt temperate meaſures as lon 
« as they were practicable ; being fully perſuaded, that 
* whatever blame there is, it is owing to thoſe in England 
% who have weakly or wickedly miſled the ſubjects in Ameri- 
« ca, and not to the Colonies themſelves, who have done no 
% more than any other people would have done, to whom an 
«© immunity from taxes had been holden fourth, and who 
© have been encouraged as they have been.“ But not to en- 
ter further iuto this matter, and to return from this digrefſi- 
on, which juſtice to ſo diſtinguiſhed a character, and the de- 
ſire of undeceiving my fellow-ſubjects in the Colonies led me 
into, let us enquire whether this tax could have operated as a 
regulation of trade, or fulfilled any purpoſe of parliament 
in impoſing it, if it were not collected. | 

The purpoſe of parliament in impoſing the tax, as the ſta- 
tute expreſles it, was to give a preference to the melaſſes of 
the Britiſh iflands, or, in other words, to raiſe the price of fo- 
reigu melaſles ſo high, that the melaſſes of onr own iſlands 
could be afforded cheaper, or at leaſt at the ſame price, Now 
unleſs this tax was collected, this purpoſe could not be effect - 
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ed and If It was collected, and the ſame quanilty of forelgn 
melafles was imported, as has been imported ſinee the tax was 
reduced to three-pence, the revenue which ſheuld have ariſen 
from this regulation tax would have been double the ſum of 
what the tax of three-penee Impoſetd for the purpoſt of reve. 
nue produced, which would have been a meſt notable proof 
ot the difference In this dittin tion, But ſuppoſe the tax of 
ſixpence a gallen was tee heavy for the foreign commodity 
to bear, and that the melaſles of the Britiſh iNlands only was 
imported, eheaper than the foreign with the duty, the duty 
then operates as a prohibition upon foreign melaſles; aud 
what is the conſequence ? The yours in the Colonies are ob» 
liged to purchaſe the melaſſes of the Britiſh iflands at the price 
they can affard to ſell it for, or at which they chuſe to part 
with it, Now as it comes dearer than the foreign melaſſes 
would, if there were no duty, the difference of price between 
what the Colonies paid for foreign melafles before the duty, 
and that which they paid for the melaſles of the Britiſh Iflands 
ſince the duty, is a tax taken out of the pockets of the people 
in the Colonies by act of parliament, and put into the pock- 
ets of the planters in the Britiſh iflands. Are theſe then the 
ſort of taxes which parliament has a right to impoſe upon the 
Colonies ? Does the purpoſe of the tax, being for enriching 
the ſugar planters in the Britiſh iflands at the expence of the 
-olonies on the continent, make it more palatable co the Co- 
onies, than if it were for the general ſervice of protectin 
nd ſecuring themſelves ? And after all, is it the privilege o 
eing taxed by parliament for the benefit of individuals in o- 
her parts of the Britiſh empire, and an exemption from-taxes 
or the general good, that the Colonies are contending for? 
Perhaps it may be thought that I have ſpent more time 
ind taken more pains in expoling the abſurdities contained 
n this extravagant doctrine, of a right in parliament 
o irapoſe taxes as regulations of trade, but not to impoſe- 
ny for the purpoſe of revenew, than the importance of it 
nerited, or the authority by which it is ſupported intitled it 
o; for it would be fo very eaſy for parliament to draw from 
he Colonies whatever reven ue it thought fit to require, un- 
er the deſcription of taxes for the regulation of trade, that 
zerely for the purpoſe of revenue, it might never be requiſite - 
vr parliament to impoſe any taxes whatever on the Colonies, 
nd therefore the right of doing ſo o that account is not worth 
nquiring into. But whatever impeaches the juriſdiction of 
arliament over the Colonies, however inſignificaut in itſelf, 
comes of importance from its conſequences ; for if the au - 
tority of the legiſlative be not in one inſtance cqually ſupreme 
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over the colonies as it is over the people of England, then are 
not the Colonies of the ſame community with the people of 
England, All diſtinctions deſtroy this union ; and if it can 
be — in any particular to be diſſolved, it muſt be fo in all 
Inſtances whatever, There is no alternative: either the Co» | 
lonies are a part of the community of Great-Britain, or they 
are in a ſtate of nature with reſpect to her, and in no caſe | 
can be ſubjet to the juriſdiction of that legiſlative power | 
which repreſents her community, which is the Britiſh parli- Wh + 
ament, h f 
However faint any line of partition may be attempted to be p 
drawn between the people in England and the people in the f. 
Colonies, it is not to be endured, if we would preſerve the u- ¶ 
nion between them as one community, and the ſupremacy of b. 
parliament over all as the repreſentative of that community, /- 
If the Farmer's letters were indeed to be conſidered as mere qt 
ſpeculative eſſays upon civil government, neither the juſtneſ WF th 
or elegance pf the compoſition, the knowledge of the ſubject WF th 
handled, or the conſtitutional learning diſplayed in them, th 
would give them much authority, or intitle them to the no- BW ty 
tice I have taken of them; but their purpoſe being to excite Wl th 
reſentment in the Colonies againſt their parent country, and 
to puſh them on to a ſeparation from her, tenderneſs for my 
deluded fellow - ſubjects engaged me to expoſe the fallacies and 
abſurdities attempted to be impoſed upon them for demonſtra- 
tive truths ; with the ſame view, I ſhall now ſelect a few out 
of the many inconſiſtencies and ſelf.contradictions of that wri. 
ter, * If (ſays he in his firſt letter) the Britiſh parliament 
*© has a legal authority to order that we ſhall furniſh a fing. 
© article for the troops here, and to compel obedience to that 
« order, they have the ſame right to order us to ſupply thoſe 
0 


cc troops with arms, cloths and every neceſſary ; and to com- Gre 
© pel obedience to that order alſo: in ſhort, fo /ay a, *urderif rate 
«© they pleaſe upon us. Again, an act of parliament, com an blis 
© ing u1to do a certain thing, if it has any validity, is a ta. ½ to J 
« oz us forthe expence that accrues in complying with it.“ ket, 
In another place in the ſame letter he ſays, © If Great - Britaiii are 
ec can order us fo come to her for neceſſaries we want, and cat Al 
cc order us to pay what taxes ſhe pleaſes before we take them if aſmy 


« way, or when we land them here, we are as abject flaves 
* France and Poland can ſhew in wooden ſhoes and with us 
„ combed hair.“ 

Let us (ſays he in his twelfth letter) conſider ourſels 
as men, freemen, chriſtian-freemen, ſeparated from the rt 
« of the world, and firmly bound together by the ſame right 
« jntereſts, and dangers.” © What (continues he) ba 
« theſe Colonies to aſk while they continue free? Or wb 
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#t have they to dread, but infdious attempts to ſubvert their 
« freedom f They form one political body of which each colony it 
« a member." 
an If we take the ſenſe of theſe ſeveral paſſages together, we 
\l} ſhall find that the exerciſe of ſovereign authority over the 
0» Colonies is connected ſo intimately with the right of taxati- 
ey on, that the one cannot ſubſiſt without the other in any caſe 
aſe whaſoever, The impreſſing waggons or boats for the tranſ- 
er portation of troops or their baggage ; the quartering them 
lis even upon public houſes; their trampling down a man's 
fences iu their march, or encamping upon his grounds; their 
be poſſage over ferries or toll-bridges—are all taxes, it ſeems ; 
the tor in all theſe caſes, /omething is turniſhed to the trooper 
» u-: ſomething is done by them, or ſomething is commanded to 
of be done for them, from whence /ome expence will acerue to the 
ity. WW People in the Colonies, And if parliament has no right to re- 
ere WM quire any of theſe things to be done, without the conſent of 
eſs the Colonies, it can have no right to keep up any troops in 
jet the Colonies, or to march them through the country without 
em, WM their conſert, which is repugnant to every idea of ſovereign» 
ty on the one part, and of dependence on the other ; beſides, 
there can be neither reſtraints nor regulations of trade but 
what muſt fall within ſome of theſe deſcriptions of taxes. 
To oblige a planter to carry his products to a port of entry, 
when a veſſel can take them in at his own landing-place, 


ſtra-Wi pay, to oblige a merchant to ſhip his goods from the cuſtom- 
out houſe-quay, when another wharf is more convenient to him, 
c wri is to command the planter and merchant to do certain thing» uu | 
ment whence expence will accrue. The fees paid the officers of the 
ſingl caſtoms ter entries and clearances, are alſo expences charg- 
thai ed upon the Colonies, and conſequently taxes. Confining 


the Colonies to purchaſe commodities or manufactures in 
Great-Britain, when they could purchaſe them at a cheaper 
rate elſewhere, is taxing them in this way of reaſoning ; o- 
bliging the Colonies to ſell their products in Great-Britain, or 


| to land them there before they c them to another mar- 
it.” ſl ket, is likewiſe a tax upon them for in all theſe caſes, they 
rita are commanded to do ſomething from whence expence accrues. 
d cu All the taxes which are paid by the people in England, in- 


aſmuch as they ſerve to raiſe the price of labour or materi- 
als, and thereby riſe the price of manufactures, are all tax · 
th un es upon the people of the Colonies, who are obliged to pur- 


chaſe thoſe manufactures at our prices, and may not get them 
from other countries. 


the rt It would be endleſs to trace this doctrince of taxes thro? 
right all its conſequences. I have already gone far enough ta 


ſhew, that upon Mr. Dickenſon's principles, where they can» 


. the beginning of his ſecond. letter, thus expreſies himſelf: 


—_ 
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not be impoſed, there can be neither reſtraints upon trade, 
nor exerciſe of ſovereign authority ; and that if Great-Bri. 
tain does not poſſeſs the right of taxing the Colonies, the has 
no right to exerciſe any juriſdiction over them ; but that the 
Colonies are, as Mr. Dickenſon ſays they are, of themſelves, 
te a diſtin community, or one political body of which each 
& Colony is a member, ſeparated from the reſt of the world,” 
and eſpecially from Great-Britain. Yet notwithſtanding, 
theſe are clearly the conſeqences which muſt follow from his 
premiſe ; and that ſuch are the couſequences theColonies mean 
ſhenld follow from them; yet Mr. Dickenſon, not caring to 
diſcover the whole of their purpoſe ſo fully at preſent, in 


% The parliament unqueſtionably poſſeſſes a legal authority 10 

ce regulate the trade of Great-Britain and a/l her. Colonies : ſuch 

« an authority is eſſential to the relation between a mo- 

« ther country and her Colonies, and neceſſary for the com- 

« mon good of all. He who conſiders theſe provinces, as 
i 


« ſtates diſtinct from the Britiſh Empire, has very ſlender noti- 
te ons of juſtice, or of their intereſts : we are but parts of a 
© whole, and therefore there muſt exiſt a power ſomewhere to pre- 
& ſide and preſerge the connetHon in due order; this power is lodged 40 
% in the parliament,” Again in the ſame letter, he ſays, “that PP 


* we (the Colonies) may be legally bound, by act of parlia- 
4% ment, to pay any general duties on theſe commodities, that ei 
de is, paper and plats &c. relative to the regulation of trade, 11 
« is granted.” How it comes to paſs that theſe general duties * 
do not occaſion an expence to the people who pay them, Mr. Dicken- ce 
ſon lias not told us, or in what manner the parliament of Great · 


Britain can exerciſe its legal authority to re ulate the trade of 40 
the Colonies, and preſide ever the who/e and preſerve the connec - ce 
tion in due order, without a power of commanding the Colo. er 
nies o furniſh a ſingle article for ſuch part of the national 

torces, as it may, for theſe purpoſes,. be thought fit to ſtati- t1 
on among them; or what ſort of regulations of trade parli- e 
ament can deviſe, from the obſervance of which no expence k 


will accrue to the Colonies, are matters which he has not 
thought proper to explain. ou 
But theſe are not all the difficulties which occur in this ex- 
traordinary performance. The definition of a tax, ſays this 
writer, in his fourth letter, is, that it is an impoſition on the 
Subjett, for the so purross of /eoying money. All taxes what- 
ever, therefore that are not impoſed with this /o/e . are 
no taxes at all; and neither the impoſing or the levying the 
tax, ean therefore be the grievance, but the purpeſe for which it i; 
ranted, or the uſe to which it is applied. But in his ninth 


etter, he changes hls opinion j for, ſky he, * if money be 
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n raiſed upon us by others, without our conſent, for our de- 
«© fence, thoſe who are the judges in /evying it, muſt alſo be 
« judges in applying it. With what face can we diſpute 
te the fact, atter having granted, that thoſe who apply 
«& the money had a right fe /evy it? Beſides,” he goes on, 
&« the right of levying is of infinitely more conſequence than that of 
« applying.” The feference he mikes to the practice in Eng- 
land, in order to elucidate his reaſoning in this particular, is 
an equal proof of his knowledge of the conſtitution of this 
country, and of his qualifications as a critic upon its govern- 
ment. The people of England, ſays he, who would burſt 
« out into fury, if the crow ſhould attempt to levy money 
« by its own authority, have always afigned te the crown the a 
& plication of money.” 

Perhaps all theſe ſeeming abſurdities and contradictions 
would be reconciled or obviated, if we rightly underſtood 
the account he gives us in the ſirit page of his firſt letter, of 
the connection bet ween Great-Britain and her Colonies; and 
It is a pity this learned editor has not given the public a dif 
fertation upon that moſt ingenious and inſtructive paſſage. 
« We are,” that is, the Colonies are, ſays he“ as much dew 
* pendent on Great Britain, as a perfed ty free people can be on 
% another.“ / | 
But the main objection, and on which all the other objec- 
tions made by the Colonies againſt the right of parliament to 
impoſe taxes upon them, is founded, remains to be examin- 
ed. „ They tell us, that it is the true principle of govern- 
% ment, that no man ſhonkd pay a tax to which he does not 
« conſent, either in his own perſon, or by his repreſentative 
% choſen by him; that the colonies are not reprefented in 
ee the Britiſh parliament, aud therefore cannet be taxed 
* by it,” 

This doctrine, that taxation and repreſentation upon the 
true principles of government muſt go together, is ſo well 
calculated to captivate the multitude in this count?y, and 
fo flattering to the Amerieans, as it intirely abrogates the 
anthority of partiament to tax the eolonies; that it is not 
furprizing it has ſound partizaus in Great Britain, and 
has been univerfally adopted in America, without much en- 
quiry-or examination into its foundation, in reaſen or fact. 
And yet, if it be applied, as in the inſtance before us, to an 
actual or 4 diſ/in# repreſentation of «// tv, who are taxed, 
and no other will (erve the purpoſe of the Colonies, it is not 
true of any government now exiting, nor, I believe, of any 
which ever did exiſt, In this ſenſe it neither is nor ever was 
true in Great-Britain ! It is not true in any of the charter or 
royal governments in America - it n not true In the provigace 
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of Maſſachuſets Bay, in which, by the laſt hiſtory of it, there 
appears not only to be a multitude of individuals, but even 
forty townſhips of freeholders now taxed, who have no dil. 
tinct repreſentatives; ſo tar therefore is this doctrine of dif: 
tinct repreſentation aud taxation from going together, “ be- 
« ing joined by God himſeli; founded in the eternal law of 
«© nature; having growuſup with the conltitution of England;“ 
that it never exiſted, either in England, or any other coun» 
try in the world. . 

The origin ot parliament in England lies hid indeed in the 
obſcurity of antiquity ; we only know, that antecedent to 
the times which our hiſtories run back to, the great men of 
the realm, who held their lands in capite from the crown, 
together with tne king, compoſed the ſupreme legillature, 
The conſent of thoſe who held their lands of the crown was 
therefore neceſſary, from time immemorial, to give being to 
every law, by which the people of England were bound, 
But it cannot be ſaid, that theſe tenants in capite were theu 
the repreſentatives of the people of England, in any other 
ſenſe of the term, than the lords of parliament may now be 
ſaid to be their repreſentatives. Aud when, from the frequent 
forfeitures of the great tenants, and the parcelling nut their 
lands among the ſucceſſive kings favourites ; from the graut · 
ing away the patrimony of the crown to ſundry individuals, 
and from a variety of other cauſes, the tenants in capite be- 
came too numerous for all to aſlemble in parliament, and 
many of them were too poor to bear the charge of an atten- 
dance there ; the deviſe of ſending a few of their body, as 
repreſentatives of the whole of theſe leſler tenants, was hit 
upon, Yet, even theſe deputies of the _ tenants were not 
the diſtin repreſentatives of the perop/s of England they 
diſtinctly repreſented thoſe only who in themſelves had u 
right to a ſhare in the legiſlature, and by whom they were de» 
puled or elected. | 

In Doctor Robertſon's celebrated hiſtory of Scotland, we 
have n full account of a ſimilar tranſaction in that kingdom, 
where the conſtitution was the ſame with the ancient conſti- 
tution of England and a copy of the petition of the leſſer 
tenants to parliament, for leave to ſend repreſentatives, is 
there given in the appendix, But a (till more recent inſtance 
to the ſame purpole is to be met with in the treaty of union 
between the two kingdoins, We there ſee the peers of Scot- 
land, all of whom had an unqueſtionable right to a perional 
ſhare in the legiſlature of that kingdom, relinquiſhing their 
Individual right, aud taking up with the right of ſending ſlx- 
teen of their body as repreſentatives of the whole to the par- 
liament of Great-Britalu, It Is not pretended that theſe ſix 
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here teen peers of Scotland are the diſtinct repreſentatives of the 
eve people of Scotland, from their being elected by the peers of 
dj Scotland ; and why thould the knights of ſhires in that king- 
— dom or in England be called the diſtinct repreſentatives of 

© Wl the p:0p/e of Scotland or of England, becauſe they are elect- 
ed by the freeholders in each kingdom? They diſtinctly repre- 
ſent thoſe who elect them, and who have a right by the con · 
ſtitutiou to be diſtinctly repreſented, and they diſtinctly re- 
preſent no one elſe ; nor are the members ſent to parliament 
by boroughs and corporations, more properly the diſtinct re- 
preſentatives of the people of Great Britain, than are the 
knights of the ſhires. All the corporations and boroughs who 
elect members for parliament, do it by virtue of a charter 
for that purpoſe from the crown, or by preſcription, which, 
in law, preſuppoſes a grant or charter beyond time of me- 
mory. The kings of England for many centuries conſtantly 
exerciſed the right of creating corporations, with the power 
of m—_ members to parliament, and veſted that power in 
many or in a few at their diſcretion ; ſome of theſe, parti- 
cularly the two univerſities, were incorporated for that pur- 
poſe ſo late as the reign of James the Firlt ; and, unleſs} it is 
reſtrained by the act of the union of the two kingdoms, 1 
do not know that this power has ever been taken away, 

This right in corporations of electing repreſentatives to par» 
Jiament, is therefore clearly hoes ſrom the grant of the 
crown ; and the members of the corporation exerciſe the right, 
becauſe the corporation ha/ds of the crown, A corporation 
ſeoms to be anulagous to a great barony or county, held in ca» 
pite from the crown, the tenant for the whole of which had 
a right to a perſonal ſhare in the legiſlative ; but the crown 
chooſing to divide the lands among a number of individuals, 
the whole right to a ſeat in the ſegillative aſſembly cannot 
be claimed y any one individual, it being the common or 
Joint right of all the members. But they can by their electi- 
on unite the right of the whole body in ſuch perſon as they 
depute to repreſent their body. Hence does it appear, that 
the repreſentatives ſent to parliament by corporations, are the 
diſtint repreſentptives only of thoſe who are members of the 
ſeveral corporations; that is, of ſuch as partake of iheſe grauts 
from the crown, and hold under them: for to ſay, that re- 
preſentatives choſen by perhaps twelve men, or the majority 
of twelve, which is ſeven, incorporated by the crown tor that 
purpoſe, are the 4a / or diſtin repreſentatives of the whole 
people, is to contound all ideas of lauguage or things, 
ow then can it be ſaid, that taxes impoſed by a houſe of 
N commons, conſtituted, us we have ſeen, by the freeholders in 
I counties and members of „ are glven by the 
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conſent of the majority of the people, or their deputies, u 
the time being. 

It is, moreover, worthy of remark, that theſe members ſent 
to parliament by the freeholders and corporations, are nat 
called the repreſentatives of the people, but the commons in parlia. 
ment. They are fo ſtyled in all the old writs and records; 
they are ſo ſtyled to this day iu every act of parliament; and 
they act not only for their own particular communities, by 
whom they are ſeverally elected, but each of them for the 
community of the whole, | 
Te ſubjects of Great-Britain are not, however, withon 
their repreſentatives, though the members who compoſe the 
Houſe of Commons cannot be ſaid to be diſtinctly fo, Nei- 
ther are they bound by laws, nor is there money taken from 
them without their own conſeut given by their repreſenta. 
tives. The King, Lords and Commons are their 1 ; for 
to them it is that they have delegated their individual rights 
over their lives, liberties, and property; and fo long as they 
approve of that form of government, and continue under it, 
ſo long do they conſent to whatever is done by thoſe they have 
Iptrufted with their right. 

« Laws they are not (ſays Hooker) which public approba-. 
% tion hath not made ſo. But approbation not only they give, who 
4c perſonally declare their aſſent by voice, ſigu, or act, but alſo 
ce *wwhen othzrs do it in their names, by right originally at the leaſt 
ee derived from them. And to be commanded we do conſent, when 
« that ſociety whereof we are part hath at any time before con- 
ce ſented, without revoking the ſame after by the like univerſal 
ce agreement.” And Mr. Locke, who followed this learned 
inveſtigator of the rights of mankind, in his anſwer to Sir 

obert Filmer, after having ſhewn that the origin ot all po- 
wer is from the people only ; that every form of government, 
whether a democracy, an oligarchy, an elective or hereditary 
monarchy, is nothing more than a power delegated by the ſo- 
ciety to the perſon or perſons ſo appointed, lays it down as a 
fundamental maxim in all governments: © That the /egi/ative 
« is the joint power of every member of the ſociety, given up 
« to that perſon or aſſembly which is legiſlator ; and that e- 
« yen the executipe, when veſted in a fingle perſon, is to be con- 
« ſidered as the repreſentative of the common-wealth.” And he then 
« adds; * Nobody doubts but en expre/ſ3 conſent of any man 
« entering into ſociety, makes him a perfect member of that 
« ſociety, a ſubject of that goverument. The difficutly is 
'« what ought to be looked upon as a tacit conſent ; and to this 
« J (ay, that mow man that hath any poſſe ſions or enjoyment 
C part of the dominions of any government,doth thereby give tac 
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« conſent, and is as far forth obliged ts obedience to the laws of 


« povernment during ſuch enjoyment, as any one under it.“ 

Upon this principle, the king and the two houſes of parlia- 
ment, are by our cunſtitution repreſentatives of the legillative, 
as the king alone is of the executive power of the common» 
wealth; and, upon this principle, every ſubject of Great · Bri- 
tain, when he is taxed by par jament, is taxed by his own con- 
ſent, for he is then taxed by conſent of thoſe whom the ſociety 
has impowered to act for the whole; and every member of 
the community muſt therefore ſubſcribe his tacit conſent to 
all ſuch taxes as may be impoſed, or other legiſlative acts that 
may be done by thoſe whom the ſociety has appointed, as 
long as the form of government ſubſiſts. This is the Briti/b 
conſtitution z and if the Britiſh ſubjects in America ſtill cone 
tinue to be part of our community, it follows that they alſo 
are repreſeuted by the Britiſh legiſlative, aud equally bound 
by its laws, | 

That the firſt inhabitants of the Colonies were part of the 
Britiſh community, and bound to.obey its legiſlative power in 
all reſpects, as any other ſubjects at the time of the eſtabliſhment 
of thoſe Colonies, will uot be denied, How then has that o- 
bedience been altered or releaſed ? The Colonies were all 
created by charters or temporary authorities, from the execu- 
tive power of this community, except in the caſes of Jamaica, 
New-York, and the late acquiſition of Quebec, the Ceded 
Hands, and the Two Floridas, which were conqueſts made by 
this community upon foreign powers, and ſuch of their fub- 
jects as remained were incorported with us under our laws 


'and obedience. And it cannot, we have ſeen, be pretended, 


that this obedience has been altered or releaſed by charters or 
authorities from the executive power; for, on the contra- 
ry, the obedience to the laws of Great-Britain, without any 
reſtriction, is expreſly reſerved in every one of them, and par- 
ticularly the right of taxation is mentioned and reſerved to 
the parliament of Great-Britain by the charter of Penniyl- 
= in which coleay Mr. Dickenſon wrote his Farmer's 
etters. 

But ſuppoſe it had been otherwiſe ; can it be contended, 
that the executive er of the crown, can, by any grant or 
authority, alter or annul the legiſlative power in the article 
of taxation, or any other ? Will thole who contend that this 
right of taxation belongs only to, and can only be exerciſed 
by the deputies of the people, contend at the ſame time for a 
right in the crown or executive to anuul or reſtrain the legiſla - 
tive power, partly compoſed as it is of theſe. deputies, in that 
very article of taxation? Ii they do, let them hear Mr. Locke in 
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reply. He will tell them, that “even the /egi//ative power it- 
« ſelf cannot transfer the power of making laws to any o- 
% ther hands; for it being but a delegated power from the 
« people, they who have it cannot paſs it over to others. He 
ſays, moreover, that“ all obedience, which, by the moſt 
«1 ſolemn ties any one can be obliged to pay, ultimately ter- 
% minates in this ſupreme power, the legiſlative, and is di- 
c, rected by thoſe Jaws which it enacts ; nor can any oaths to 
c any foreign power whatſoever, or any domeſtic ſubordinate 
« power, diſcharge any member of the ſociety from his obe- 
tc dience to the legiſlative, acting purſuant to their truſt nor 
% oblige him to any obedience contrary to the laws ſo enacted, 
& or farther than they do allow; it being ridiculous to ima- 
«« pine, one can be tied vw/timately to obey any power in the 
, ſociety which is not ſupreme,” He ſays in another place; 
« there can be but one ſupreme power, which is . the legiſla- 
« tive, to which all the reit are and mult be ſubordinate.“ 
It is however pretended, that the lauds in America lying 
without the realm, and appertaining to the king enly, their 
ſſeſſors cannot, from theſe circumltances be ſubject to the 
Juriſdiction of parliament, whole authority is neceſſarily con- 
fined within the limits of the realm. This plea, it is preſum- 
ed, cannot be made by the inhabitants of ſuch lands as were 
conquered by the forces of the Britiſh ſtate from foreign pow- 
ers, or ceded to Great-Britain by treaty, Thoſe conqueſts or 
ceſſions are ſurely the dominions of the crown of Great-Bri- 
tain, not the private property of the King, which hare thus 
been acquired by the efforts, the blood, and treaſure of the 
community ; and indeed Mr, Dickenſon puts theſe out of the 
queſtion in all that he ſays of the rights of the colonies, | 
But does the diſcovery of countries by the ſubjects of the 
Britiſh (tate, or the ceſſion of them by the natives, make thoſe 
countries more particularly the private property of the King, 
than would the conqueſt of them by force of arms from a 10. 
reign prince, or tile acquiſition of them by treaty ? The dif- 
ference only lies in the change of the term, the Crown for that 
of the King; but that change has been made without authority, 
either of reaſon or fact, The Kings of England never had 
erſonally,nor ever claimed to have any property in the lands 
fn the Colonies, Thoſe of them who carried their claims of 
prerogative the higheſt, never pretended to have any other 
title to thoſe lands than what they derived from their poſſeſ- 
on of the crown of England, and they granted them under 
that title to their preſent poſſeſſors, or their anceſtors ; for all 
grants of lands in the Colonies have been made under the 
reat ſeal of England,or by authority derived under the great 
al of England, which is the ſame thing, from the firſt dil - 
covery of America to this day, 
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No man, at leaſt no lawyer, will pretend, that the great 
ſeal of England is the private ſea] of the King. It is the ſeal 
of the (tate, and diſtinguiſhes the acts of the ſtate from the 
private acts of the King; now, had the Kings of England 
claimed to hold the lands in the Colonies as their own private 
ellate, they would have granted thein of their own private au- 
thority, and paſſed them under their own private ſeal, and not 
under the great ſeal of England, The very nature of the 
grant or charter is therefore an undeniable proof, that the 
lands in the Colonies are, and always have been, the poſſeſ- 
ſions or dominions of the crown of England, and not the pri- 
vate perſonal property of the Kings of England. And it is 
an equally undeniable conſequence, that thoſe who hold thoſe 
lands under ſuch grants or charters,or by whatever title which 
derives its authority originally or immediately under the.great 
ſeal of England, ho/d them of the crown of England, und as part 
and parcel of the realm ; tor the crown's tate muſt neceſſarily 
be within the realm, ſince it is the eſtate or dominians of the 
crown (tho' not of the King) which make the realm, What 
then are the quit · reuts which are paid by the poſſeſſors of 
lands in the Colonies to the crown, or to thoſe who derive 
under the crown, bnt a tax impoſed by authority of the great 
leal of England on ſuch who ſhould take poſleſſion of thole 
lands, not only as an acknowledgment of their fealty aud al» 
legiance, but for the purpoſe of revenue ? . 
Thoſe quit-reuts are a part of the unappropriated revenue of 
the (tate, and, as ſuch, become the property of the crown 
without account, But it is not the private property of the King 
for the King cannot alienate'it, or give it away from the ſuc» 
ceſſor to the crown, for a longer term than he can alienate 
or give away other unappropriated revenues ariſing in England, 
The lands in all the Colonies having therefore been clearly 
ſhewn to be part of the dominions of Gieat- Britain, and the 
polle(lors of them to hold hem under authorities and titles de- 
rived from the Britiſh (tate, Mr. Locke would require no o- 
ther proof of the right of the legifl»tive power of Great» Hil- 
tain to the obedience of the poſleflors of thoſe lands; for, 
ſerking of the manner by which a man tacitly makes kim 
ſel a tubject of any country or government, he ſays z 
« It is commonly ſuppottd, that « father could oblige his 
pollerity ta that government of which he himſelt was a 
ſubject, and that his compact held them whereas it being 
only a neceſſary condition annexed to the land, and the inheritan«e 
of an eſlate which is under that government, reaches ouly thule 
« who will take it on that condition, and fo is no natural tie or 
« engagement, but a voluntary /rubmiſion ; for every man's 
3 chlldien, being by nature as tee as himtelt, or any of ls 
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te anreftors ever were, may, whilſt they are in that freedom, 
% chooſe what ſociety they will join themſelves to, what com - 
« monwealth they will put themſelves under; but if they will 
4% enjoy the inheritance 4 their anceſtors, they muſl take it on the 
« ſame terms their anceſtors had it, and (ubmitt to all the conditions 
ec annexed to ſuch a poſſeſſion,” © Whoever (ſays he in another 
te place) by inheritance, purchaſe permiſſion, or otherways, en- 
« joys any part of the lands ſo annexed to, and under the 
c government of, that commonwealth, muſt take it with the 
«& condition it is under; that is, of ſubmitting to the govern» 
ac ment of the commonwealth under whoſe juriſdittion it is, as far 
« forth as any ſubjett of it.” | 

have quoted theſe paſſages from Mr.Locke's Treatiſe upon 
Civil Government, becauſe his opinions in this treatiſe have 
been principally relied on as the foundation of many extra- 
vagant and abſurd propoſitions which he never meant to en- | 
courage; and becauſe I have the higheſt regard in general tor | 
the good ſenſe and free ſpirit of that excellent work, written 
to defend the natural rights of men, and partienlarly the prin- 


. 
ciples of our conſtitution, when they were attacked both by + 
force and fraud: although, at the ſame time, there are ſome 0 
paſſages in it, which probably the temper and ſaſhion of that 0 
age drew from him, in which I can by no means agree with 0 


him, eſpecially when he defines prerogative to be a © a pow. c 
« er in the prince to act according to diſcretion for the public 
« good without the preſcription of the law, and fometimes e- 
« ven agaiaſt it;“ and when he endeavours to prove that 
the executive power, by the juſt prerogative of the prince, 
hath ** a right to regulate, not by old cuſtom, but by true 
« reaſon, the number of members in all places that have « 
& right to be diſtintly repreſented : becuuſe this would be 
« manifeſtly for the good of the People, and therefore 1d, and 
« always will be, Fl prerogative,” 

The firſt of theſe propoſitions evidently ſets up a diſpenſ 
ing you in the prince over the laws, when properly exer 
elied; and by the latter, “ the prince by his own authority 
« might vary the meaſures of repreſentation, and thoſe pla 
% ces which have a juſt right to be repreſented, which befor! 
« had none i and by the ſame reaſon, thoſe ceaſe to have! 
« right, and be too inconſiderable for fuch a privilege which 
% before had it.“ Such an alteration of the conſtitution, and 
depriving many boroughs of the right to be diſtinctly repre 
ſented, which they now enjoy, however advantageous it 
might be to the pos of England that the members wl- 
compoſe the Houſe of Commons ſhould be fairly and equal) 
choſen, could not be lawfully made by the prerogative of 
prince, in whom, by our conſtitution, no ſuch power is vel 
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ed ; and whoſe tive is as much aſcertained and re- 
ſtrained by the laws, as the rights and properties of the ſub- 
ject. . I mean not by this to throw any blame upon Mr. Locke, 
but merely to ſhew, that in a work of this extent there muſt 
be ſome inaccuracies and errors, and that it is not an infalli- 
ble guide in all caſes. He is not however to be charged with 
the opinions imputed to him by ſome late ignorant commen- 
tators, upon certain paſlages in this treatiſe, who have made 
him ſpeak a language inthe latter part of his eleyenth chapter 
directly contradictory to the whole tenor of his work, His 
words are: The ſupreme power cannot take from any man 
« any part of kis property without his own conſent; for the pre- 
*« ſervation of property being the end of government, and that 
« for which men enter into ſociety, it neceſſarily ſuppoſes 
« and requires that the people ſhould have property, without 
& which they mult be ſuppoſed to loſe that by entering into 
« ſociety which was the end for which they entered into it - 
« too groſs an abſurdity for any nian to own, Men therefore 
© in ſociety having property, they have ſuch a right to the 
ve you which by the law of the community are theirs, that no bo- 
% dy hath a right to take their ſubſtance, or any part of it, 
« from them, without their own con/ent: without this they 
have no property at all; fer 1 have uo property in that 
« which another can by right take from me, when he pleaſes, 
« againſt my conſent, Hence it is a miſtake to think, that 
te the ſupreme legillative power of any commonwealth can do 
« what if will, an ajpeſe of eflate; of the "<2 arbitrarily, 
te or fa any part of them at pleaſure." Again 1 The prince 
'f or ſenate, however it may have power to make laws for 
« the regulating of property between the ſubjects, one a- 
% mongſt another, yet can never have a power to take te them 
« ee the whole, or any part of the ſubjects property, with. 
tt out their own conſent; for this would be in effect, to 
% leave them no property at all.” | 
That Mr. Locke in theſb paſſages means no more than, that 
the ſupreme legiſlative has uo right to take the property of a · 
ny individual of the community, and apply it to his or thelr 
own private uſd or prrpeſt, if not ſufficiently evident from the 
expreſſions themſelves, muſt appear ſo from the Inſtance by 
which he explains them 1 #* Nelther the ſorjeant (ſays he) 
that could command à ſoldier to march np to the mouth ot 
" a cannon, or ſtand in a breach where he is almoſt ſure to 
« periſh, can command that ſoldier to give him one penny uf 
i his money ; nor the general that can-eontlemn him to death 
1 for deſerting his poſt, or for not obeying the moſt deſper- 
4 ate orders, can yet, with ** his abſolwte power of life and 
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tc death, Viſpeſe of one farthing of that ſoldier's eſlate, or ſeize ons 
& jot of his goods.” 128 ; | 

Every owe knows, that in all armies that ever had pay, the 
officers puniſhed the ſoldiers by ſtoppages and pecuniary mulcts, 
and in fo doing, took the money out of the ſoldiers por kets, but then 
they did it not for their own private emo/ument ; they did it for 

the public hob. and under authority of the ſupreme legit: 
Juivire, Mr. Locke could therefore never have produced 7h; 
inſlance in proot of the tupreme legiſlative power having no 
right to take any port of the property of any man, and apply 
it for the public ſervice z wha\ r means is this, that 
the King, Lords, aud Commnns of Great-Britain have ng 
right to paſs an uct, veſting in tbemſelves the property of the 
eople of Great-Britain nor in the molt abſolute countries, 

as the prince a right to ſeize on,and take away, the propert 

of bis ſubjects, and apply it to his own /, without the = 
conſent ot the proprietor ; ſuch a power not being within the 
authority velted in them by the community at their flrit inſt}. 
tu:ion ; their power having been given them as a truſt to be 
exerciſed for the geueral good, and for general purpoſes, But 
he never meant tp queſtion, or deny the right df the ſupreme 
legiſlative power, «Qing purſuant to their truſt, to difpoſe of 
any part of the property or the people for the public ſafety 
and advantage.” © For (he ſays) this arbitrer, doſing of thy 
« eſtates o“ he ſubjects, is not'much to be feared iu governs 
« ments Where the legiſlative cupſiſts wholly, or in part, in 

« aſſemblies which are variable ! whoſe members, Won the 
10 dilolutlon af the aſlembly, are ſubjects under the common 
« laws of thelr countr equally with the reſt,” What | are ng 
taxes to pe levied h the fort of ſogliſlative aſſemblies ſor the 
public ſervice? Is that Mr. Locke's meaning? No ſurely ; =o 
Cut ths zember pf ſuch legillative aſſemblies, will be careful 
not to (trip thelr tellow fab.» of their property, to veſt it 

Jn themſe(ves, becau hey mult know that the time will ſhort» 

ly come, when they ſhall be in the ſame predicament ; and 

che members who may ſucceed them in the legiſlative aſſe m- 

bly, would ſtrip hem du thelr turu, and plead their example 

as a precedent, 5 E 

But what puts Mr. Locke's meaning in theſe paſſages out of 

all queſtion, is what he ſays in his eighth chapter at the be. 
giuning of civil ſocieties :“ That every man, when he at firſt 

77 incorporates himſelt into any commonwealth, he, by his u· 
« niting himſelf thereunto, annexes alſo, and ſubmits to the com» 
« munity, thoſe poſſe ſions which he has or ſhall acquire, that do 

« not already belong to any other government ; for it woul 
ie. be a direct contradiction for any one to enter into ſociety 

Wich others, forthe ſecuring ani regulating of property, and yes 
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„to ſuppoſe his land, whoſe propert is t6 be regulated by the lauf 
© of the ſociety, ſhould be exempt . A the juriſdiftion of that go. 
ti vernment to which he himſelf, the proprieter of the land, is a ſubs 
« je, By the ſame act therefore, wi.creby any one unites his- 
« perſon, which was before free to any commonwealch, by the 
« {ame he unites his poſſeſions, which were before tree to it 
& alſo; and they become, both of them, perſen and poſſe ſiong 
% ſubject to the government and dominion of that commonweaith at 
% long as it hath a being.” le 


Can any words more ſtröngly expreſs the tight of the. ſas 


reme legiſlature to tax or diſpoſe of the property of the ſab« 
jock for public purpoſe, than to do theſe laſt quoted ? And thoſs 
who would draw from any other more looſe or general ex- 
preſſions of Mr. Locke, any argument co exempt the property 
of any ſubject from taxes impoſed by the ſupreme legiſlative 
for the pub/ie ſtroice, mult impate to him ſueh inconſiſtencies 
as Mr. Locke was incapable of, and charge him with contra« 
dictions which ought to deſtroy hiv credit, both as an honeſk 
man and a clear reaſoner, 1 
I have given this doctrine 6f tepreſbntatlen and takatlon, 
golug together, ſo full a diſcuſſion, becauſd it {x the molt Im- 
portant of all the pleas ſet up by the colony advocates, In ſups 
— of thelr elalm of exemptlan from the fſuilſilidtlon of par- 
lament; and that which! has had molt Inflicace on the minds 
bf ſueh ot the people of Eugland as have taken part with thend 
In this unhappy epntelt 

I might indeed have brovght It to d much ſpeedlet eonelu - 
ſon, aud have expoled the abſurdity aud {mpraticability of 
the doctrlne, from the * pringiples upon whith Its promul- 
gers would eftabligi lt, They ſay, “ That no man ought to 
' be taxed, but by his 6wn conſent x or, in other words, 7e that 
« tlie conſent of thoſe who pay the tate is neceſſary to their 
„being eonſtitutlonglly impoſed, That 7% conſent muſt be 
10 gion by the people themſelves who pay the taxes, or by theit * 
« distinct repreſentatives choſen by them.” And theſe, they 
ſay, are the rights of Engliſhmen, Now; if theſe be the 


rights of Engliſhmen, 1 wil: undertake to ſay, there is ſtarce 


a ſeſſion of parliament paſſes lu which they are not molt noto- 
rioully violated, and if parliament did not do fo it could lay 
no taxes whiatever,, WE At 

| When the tax was laid upon hops, did the people who were 
to pay the tax, viz, the hop-growers, conſent to it, either by 
themſelves or their diſtinct repreſentatives ? Did the people 
in the cyder countries; or their diſtin repreſentatives; con- 
ſent to the tax upou cyder I Is the land-tax kept up at three 
ſhillings with the conſent of all ilie land owners in the kings 
dom, or that of all the knights of ſhires, their diſtin repre» 
. E 2 | 
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ſentatives ) What tax is it indeed to which thoſe who pay it, 
or their diſtin repreſentatives, have all conſented ?—But if 
this actual and diſtin conſent of the taxed, or of their dil: 
tin& repreſentatives, be conſtitutionally neceſlary to their 
being taxed j by conſequence, whenever ſich conſent Is wo! 
given, no tax can be conltitutionally impoſed, It this be the 
caſe, he muſt be a patiiot indeed who pays any tax whatever, 
ſince he can > eaſily difcharge hlnſelf from It, by only ſhy» 
ing he does not chooſe to pay It. 1 ſhould be glad to ſee a cal - 
eulatlon of the publle revenue of Great-Britain, or of any o- 
ther country which could be raiſed Ju thi; way, no one paying 
towards It who did not do fo by his own conſent, or the con- 
ſent of thoſd he actually appointed to be his diſtinct repreſen» 
tatives, But the molt curious * of the argument has not 
yet been conſidered; far it will follow from this doctrine, 
that the minority will in all caſes controul the majority 1 nay, 
every individual member of —.— will have the power 
to ſtop the proceedings, of all the others, For whoever ſays, 
he 11 againſ any tax, neither himſelf, nor the people whom he 
diſtinctly repreſents, can be Hable to pay ſuch tax ; becauſe 
they do not, either by themſelves, or their diſtiuct repreſenta» 
tives, conſent to it. | 

This, however, is not our meaning, ſay theſe admirable 
expounders of the rights of Engliſhmen, Then be fo good 
to tell us, in defined terms, what it is you mean | Is it your 
meaning that no taxes can be impoſed, but by the conlent of 
the majority of the people who pay them, or by the conſent 
of the majotity of their diſtinct repreſentatives ? The minori- 
ty then may conſtitutionally be made to pay taxes to which 
they do not conſent, either by themſelves or their diſtin re- 
preſentatives. So that a/moſt half the people of Great-Britain 
may, it ſeems, be taxed without either their own or their dii- 
tinct repreſentatives conſent. Now, why may not the people 
in the Colonies, who do not amount to near that number, be 
taxed alſo without their owa conſent, or the conſent of diſ- 
tint repreſentatives elected by themſelves One ſtep far- 
ther, and we are got back to where we ſet out from. 

The conſent, you will perhaps ſay, of the majority of the 
diſtinct repreſentatives of the people, of neceſſity involves the 
conſent, of the whole, So then it is neceſſary that the people 
ſhould ſubmit to pay taxes, to which neither themſelves nor 
their diſtin repreſentatives do conſent ; and the whole mean- 
ing of this ingenions argument may be ſummed up in theſe 
fey plain words That a people may conſtitutionally be taxed 
by thoſe whom the conſtitution has veſted with the power to 
impoſe taxes, which is the ſupreme legiſlature : and that every 
man who couſents to that conſtitution or government, who is 
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polleſſed of property under it, and enjoys its protection, conſents 
to all taxes impoſed by It, lnaſmuch as he conſents to the autho- 
rity by which they are impoſed j and this conclufion will hold 
equally good when 2 to the people in the Colonies, as 
id doe (or the people in Great- Dritaln. \ 

But although we have thus got within the elrele of theſb 
maglelans, yet, in reſpect to the Iſſue of the diſpute between 
us, the breaking the charm of this doctrine has not brought 
us one Jot nearer to our purpoſe of a reconelliation with the 
Colonies, Neither Indeed would it be advanced by leaving 
them in poſſeſſion of It ; for ſhonld we admit, elt ele. 


principles of right in the Culonies, or of juſtlee or expedien» 
ey lu Great-Britain, that the Colonies ought to ſend mem - 
bers to parliament, the Colonies are ready to tell us, nay, 
they have told us ſd already, that they will not accept of our 
offer : for it Is impoſlible for them, they ſhy, to be repre» 
ſented in the Britiſh parliament, 

Thus, whilſt they exelaim againſt parliament for taxing 
them when they are not repreſented, they candidly declare 
they will not have repreſentatives, leſt they ſhonld be taxed— 
like froward children, they cry for that which they are deter · 
mined to refaſe, if it ſhonld be offered them, The truth 
however is, that they are determined to get rid of the juriſ- 
dition of parliament in 471 _= what/dever, if they can; and 
they — wk refuſe to fend members to that aſlembly, leſt 
they ſhould preclude themſelves of this plea againſt all its le- 
gillative acts—that they are done without their conſent ; which, it 
muſt be confefled, holds equally good agtiult al/ laws, as a» 
gainſt taxes, For it is undoubtedly a principle of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, © that no man ſhall be bound by any law to which he 
« does not give his conſent,” of equal efficacy with that of his 
not being taxed, but by his own conſent, In what manner 
however that conſent is given, we have already ſeen; and the 
futility and fallacy of the pretence, that ir cannot be given 
but by di/tin repreſentatives, elected by thoſe who pay tax» 
es, or are bouud by laws, have been ſufficiently expoled. 

The colony advocates however, not caring to-develope their 
whole purpoſe at preſent, tell us, that by refuſing to accept 
our offer of repreſentatives, they only mean to avoid giving 
parliament a pretence for taxing them, which they ſay it 18 
not neceſſary for parliament to do, as they have aſlemblies of 
their own in each Colony, who are the-repreſentatives of the 
people; and who, being acquainted with their cireumſtan- 
ces, can beſt judge what taxes they can bear, aud whatſums 
they ought to contribute to the public occaſions, whenever 
his maj<ity ſhall call upon them tor their aid. | 
The colony aflemblics are indeed but ſeven axd-twenty, and 
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perhaps it might happen, that they ſhould all agree ii 
opinion upon ſome one pointy but I much fear that point 
would not be—to /ay taxes upon themſeiver, There is much 
more reaſon to apprehend it might be as we have ſeen—not to 
do ſo, Mankind are in general apt enough to agree to keep 
their money, but not {ſo freequently of one mind when the 
propoſition is to part with it, But to take the matter on its fair- 
eſt ſide, let us ſuppoſe tlie ſe rwenty-/even later all equally diſpoſ. 
ed to ſhew regard to his majelty's requiſlition—provided they 
think the occaſion fitting, Upon what occaſion then ſhall his 
majeſty call upou them ? Not to ſettle a permanent revenue 
for ſupport of their own civil eſtabliſhments ; for he has al. 
ready made requiſitions to many of them, without end, for 
that purpoſe, and always without effect; and thoſe few who 
have complied woſt heartily regret it, Shall it be for ſupport 
of the military eſtabliſhment kept up in time of peace f The 
continental Colonies tell us, they don't want our troops { 
« and it we keep any among them we mult pay them.“ 
Shall it be for a fund to give preſents to the Indians? The 
iſlands ſay, „ they have nothing to do with the Indians, 
% Thoſt who have the benefit of their trade, and llee upon 
« thelr lands, ought to give them preſents.” Shall it be for 
diſtharge of the publle debt? One and all will tell us, “ that 
« jy the uffalr of Great-Britaln alone,” Suppoſe then a war 
breaks out 1 the Indians attack the back ſettlers in Virglula— 
what will Carolina contribute for defence of that province 

« Juſt as much as ſhe has ever done,” What will the Iſlands 
give! Exactly the fame, Suppoſe the Barbary ſtates quarrel 
with us; the fiſhing colonies, and the rice and ſupar colo - 
nles, ſuffer by thelr depradations on the ſhips baund to Por- 
tugal and the Strelightz-what wonld Pennſylvania, Mary» 
land, and Virginia, do in the matter } A war in Germany be» 
comes the occaſion of the 3 rice, ſugar, aud ta- 
baceo all go thither, but no filh—why then ſhould New Eng» 
land, Nova»Scatia, or Quebec, give any thing ! If it was 
for ſupport of the ltalian ſtates, theſb Culonies might indeed 
contribute ſomething, as they buy their fiſh ; but if that were 
"Gs would Pennſylvania, Virginia, and Carolina 

o ſo. 

The defence of our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt would be equally 
obnoxious to them all ; and the preſervation of our Atricau 
trade and ſettlements, is an abomination to the middle and 
northern Colonies, A war with France might poſſibly occa- 
ſion them to heltir themſelves a little, but then it would be 
for their own immediate defence, For as they are all aceeſſible 
to a naval force, they would with good reaſon apprehend 
themſelves in danger, in caſe of a war with a maritime powers 
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Such was the late war, and ſuch was their eonduct in it z for 
ſo long as the continent of America was the theatre of war, 
the Iſlands did not contribute one ſiagle ſhilling for the de- 
ſence of their Siſter-Colonles ; and it was not uutil they ap- 
prehended an attack upon that province, that the aſſemb 
of South Carolina thought of raiſiug troops ; and the regi- 
ment they did raiſe in 1757, they confined to ad within the 
province ; and ſo foon as their apprehenſions for their own 
ſafety ſubſided, they reduced it : nor was it untill the Chero- 
kees attacked their froutiers, in 1760, that they again took 
up arms. 

| 1 have thus far followed the Colonies in their own Fare 
aud, inſtead of expoſing the abſmdity of their idea of a po+ 
Hut gavernment, where a head ſprout» out of every joint, I 
have eni/eavoured to make the belt of it, and even in that 
view thewu it to be monſtrous and impractible. Little leſbd fo 
indeed than It would be, In England, where there are but 
fifty two counties, ſhould the crown make requiſitions to each 
off thelr grand ue nt, who have authority to ali b money for 
lies! purpoſts upon the reſpective Inhabltants, as well as the 
colony allemblies, Inſtead of applylug to parllameut, to pro» 
vide for the exlgencler of the (tate? and what ſort of publle 
_— or credit we ſhould then have, Is eaſlly to be Ima» 

nee. 

Indeed, to do Juſtice to the condour of the New-York af: 
ſembly, they give ſtrong intimation of its being thelr opinl» 
on, that the raiſing a revenue for general wur. by grants 
from the ſeveral colony aſſemblies, 1s Impracticable ; and that 
either it muſt be done by parliament, or cannot be done at 
all, For In ene of thelr refblutions, the 18th of December, 
1765, they ſay, % That the impratlicatbility of inducing the Con 
4 nie to grant aids in an equal manner proportianed to 
" their ſeveral abilities, does by no means induce a neceſſity 
4 of diveſting the Colonies of thelr effential rights.“ 

What then is.to be done 4 Are the Colonies to pay nothing 
in a way to the public <p r And is the iſland of Great» 
Britain to pay all .“ No,“ {ay the culony adyocates, “that 
* is nat the caſe ; for we contribute towards the revenue 
„ raiſed in ,Great-Britain, by purchaſing your manufactures 
with the taxes upon them, when we could buy them cheap» 
« er at other markets; we lay ont all the money we have 
Wor can procure with you ; and what can you deſire more 
of us!“ How travelling improves the genids, and ſharpens 
the wit 1 If the acceſtors of the inhabitants of the Colonies 
had remained in England to this day, I queſtion much if they 
would have once thought of telling parllament, that they 
ought not to tax them, Yecauſe they laid out all their money 


| . 
ln the purchaſe of Britiſh products or manufactures z and ye 
they might certainly have made that plea as truly at leaſt jy 
the one caſe, as they '» In the other, | 
What county in land is it, whoſe inhabitants don“ 
lay out thelr money lu the purchaſe of the products or manu, 
factures of Great : Britain and yet I never heard that they dle 
not all pay faxes gy > ave" and as avarlee ls certaluly nat 
the vice of the age, were all taxes to be taken off the people 
of Englaud, there can be little doubt but our trade, * fo 
relgu and domeſtic, wonld be greatly increaſed thereby, per 
haps full as much as our whole trade to Amerlen Is worth, 
The mlifortune, however, le that we cannot do what we 
wich In all eaſbs f for ſuch are the elrcumſtauces of the time, 
that a fleet and army muſt be malntalued for the defence of 
the ate, and even for the protection of the trade both «f 
the Colonies and of Great-Britaln, This eannet be dou 
without revenue, and a revenue eannet be rallbd without 
taxes, The quellen then is not, whether i We not be bt: 
ter for aur trade that we laid ws taxes un either proplh 
upen the inhabitants of Great: Britain, or of Amerlea } Hit 
Whether, „ee taxes are ab/olately . they ſhould net by 
eguully impeſed pon all the 1 who derive fafet and beveh 
em the foree maintained by the revenue they produce # Whenever 
therefore the people in the Colonies are refuſed by Great: 


Britain, the protection of their fleets and armies, hex, and 
wet ti then, may the Colonies complain that they are taxed 
for their maintenance, | 

In the courſe of this diſcuffian af the Colonies pleas, I hav 
accaſianally taken notice of their charters from the crow 
which they ance held forth, as having conveyed to them al 
the rights and __ z of Engliſhmen, and exemptions fron 


taxes impoſed by parliament ; but as all thofe charters reſerr- 
ed the authority of parliament, either in general or ſpecial 
terms, and the ſecret | er! rms of the Colonies zow being to 
get rid by pieoe · meal of all parliaments 2 what: 
ever, their advocates have not of /ate relle much upon thei 
charter rights ; on the contrary, when the reſervations i 
their charters have been urged againſt them, they appeal ti 
acts of parliament, as a ſuperior authority for limiting and 
expounding the expreſſions in their charters. Dr. Franklin, 
in his examination before the Houſe of Commons, ſays, © he 
de knows there is a clauſe in the Pennſylyania charter, by 
t which the kin ants that he will levy no taxes on thi 
4% inhabitants, unleſs it be with the conſent of the aflembly, 
« or by ad of parliament 1 but that they «nderſtand it thus! 
« By the (ame charter, and 0horway:, they are entitled to all 
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& the privileged and Ubertles of Engliſhmen, They find In 
% the great charter, and the petition and declaration 0 rightts 

at they 


« that one of the privileges of Euglifs ſubjects le, t 
« are not to he taxed but by thelr common con/tnt 1 they have 


it therefore relied upon it from the firit ſettlement of the 
« province, that the parliament never world, nor could, by 


h 


« 6% ur of that clauſe In the charter, aſſume a right of taxln 
„ them, till it 4% gua/{ffed % to exerciſe ſuch right by ad- 
« mitting repreſtniatives from the people taxed.” Such be» 
ing the eaſt, 1 ſhall ſpend no mere iſme In examining thelr 
1 charters, but proceed to enquire, by what means the 
great charter and the bill of rights ean be brought to ſupport 
thelr elalm ot exetuption ſrom taxes impoſtd by the autherl» 
ty of parllament. E | CS 
The great charter granted by klug John In rat f, fays 
«& That the ar - engapes not iy mg any taxes Withou 
% ummening the archbiſhops, the abbots, the earls, tt 
i greater barens, and the tenans, In gapite,” The tüte 
RBiward the ad Is more explielt, It fays, that whatever den. 
ti gerns the gate of the Fram and t 606 le, (hall be treated of 
« in parliament by the king, with the eenſbnt of the pres 
4 lates, earls, barens and eammenalty of the realm as hat 
« been eumſtemary heretofore,” The (tatnte of the 15th of 
Edward the Serond declares, ff that the ſtatute of Magna 
„Charta, Charta Forelta, and the ather flatutes, were made 
* by the king and his predeceſſors, the peers, and the come 
% mons of the realm,” en os LEE 
The bill of rights aſſented ta by king William, among ay 
ther things, declares, „ That the pretended power of ſuſ- 
« pending laws, or the execntion of — regal authority, 
without cenſent of parliament, is illegal,” „ That the 
„ levying money for, or to the uſe of the crown, by pretence of 
„ prerogative, without grant of parliament for longer time 
f aft "yy manner than the ſame is, or fhall be granted, 
s illegal.” i | 
It ond ſeem to be the Engliſh meaning of theſe ſeveral 
declarations, that the right of impofing taxes, and of exereiſ- 
ing all other legiſlative powers, was in the three eſtates of 
the realm, which is the parliament only; and that all taxes which 
mould be impoſed, ang all acts which ſhould be done by any 
other authoriy, were illegal. Bur as Dr. Franklin ſays, ” the 
ti ſame words have not always the "on meaning in America 
&« that they have in Englaud;” and it is therefdre incumbent 
on us to lool for the American meaning of the ſeveral ex- 
preſſions contatned in theſe declarations ; and for this pur- 
1 the ingenious author of the Conſiderations on the Propriety, 
has provided us with a very curious gloſſary, This gen- 
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„tleman tells us, that by theſe expreſſions which we under 
ſtand to be declaratory of the right of parliament to impoſe 


taxes and make laws, parliament really meant to fay, Hat it 
had no ſueb powers whatever, at. leaſt In reſpect to the Colonles, 
but that thoſe powers belonged to the colony aſlemblles only, 
His words are, the common law, the great charter, and the 
« bill of rights, are 6 far from dee wy with one volce, 
% that the inhabitants of the Colonies ſhall be taxed by no o- 
„ther authority than that of the Britiſh parliament, 764“ 
they prove the contrary 4 for the principle of the common law 
„% iy, that na part of their 13 ſhall be drawn from Bri» 
% tiſh ſubſecte, without their con/ant given by thoſe they depute 
" to repreſtnt them; and this principle is inforced by the de» 
„ claration of the great charter, and the bill of rights.“ 
« In Great-Britain, ſays he, the conſent of the people is given by 
"« the Houſt of Commons, and as money had been levied ther: 
i for the uſe of the crown, by pretence of prerogative with- 
« out their conſent, it was properly declared at the Revoluti- 
« on, that the levying of money by pretence of prerogative 
« without grant of parliament, i e. without their conſent who 
« are to pay it, is illegal.” He goes on, © the word parliament 
« having been made uſe of, the /etter of the declaration is 
& adhered to, and the conſequence drawn, that no Britiſh 
« {ſubject can be legally taxed but by the authority of the 
« Britiſh parliament againſt the ſpirit and principal of the de- 
% claration, which was aimed only to check and reſtrain the 
te prerogative, and to eſtabliſh the neceſſity of obtaining 7h: 
« conſent of thoſt on whom taxes were to be levied.” | 

Here we perceive, that the word parliament means, in reſpect 
to Great-Britain, the Houſe of Commonz ; that the conſent of 
parliament to impoſe a tax, means the conſent of thoſe who are to 

ay the tax + that the word par/iament, inſtead of meaning the 

ing, the prelates, earls, barous, the tenants in capite, or 
the commonalty of the realm, as Magna Charta, &c. definite 
it, means in reſpect to the Colenies, the houſe of burgelles 
in Virginia, and the other colony aſſemblies, 

I will not affront the reader's underſtanding, by — an 
further comment on this curious performance, which it is 
ſaid operated ſo forcibly on the minds of ſome extraordinary 
perſons in this country, as to lead them to adopt the cauſe of 
the Colonies, aud to jultify theſr reſiſtance of acts of parlia- 
ment, Neither will I further inveſtigate the various argu- 
ments of the ſeveral colony advocates, in ſupport of theilt 
claim to exemption from the jprifdiction of parliament : [ have 
ſhewn the main branches to he unſound, and the leller, which 
ſprout from, them muſt of courſe wither and decay, 

My talk is not however yet completed, for ſhould all ob- 


jeclons agaluſt the right of parllament to levy taxes In the 
Celonles be found weak and frivolous, the hard/bip and in} 
jullice of compelling the Colonies te contribute to the relief 
of the people of England, from any part of thoſÞk burdens 
which the late war lald upon them, or which the expence 
the forces kept up in America, ſince the peace have occaſion» 
ed, are ſtill inſiſted on, | 

The late wer, though commenced in America, and ocea» 
fioned hy & diſpute about American territories, was not, ſu 
the colony advocates, a colony quarrel; nor are the acquiſt» 
tions made by the crown in the courſe of it, and retained by 
the treaty of Parls, of any advantage to the inhabitants of 
the old provinces z on the contrary, the value of their poſ+ 
(eflions has been much leſſened by the addition of ſuch exten» 
five territories, But not to iujure their cauſe by abridgin 
their arguments „will (et them down in their own words an 
at full length as I find them in Dr. Franklin's Examination, 
aud in the Farmer's Letters, 

Dr. Franklin thus delivers himſelf before the Houſe of 
Commons in 1965 : © I know the laſt war is commonly ſpoke 
« of here, as entered iuto for the defence, or for the ſake of 
« the people of America, [think it guite miſunderſiood. It be» 
10 gan about the limits between Canada and Nova Scotia, a» 
&« bout territories to which the crown indeed laid claim, but 
«© were not claimed by any Britiſh colony ; none of the laue 
« had been granted to any coloniſt : we had therefore no 
te particular concern or intereſt in that diſpute, As to the Ohio | 
te the conteſt there begun about your right of trading in the 
% Indian country, a right you had by * treaty of Urriebe, 
« which the French infringed ; they ſeized the traders, and 
te their goods, which were your manufactures ; they took a 
« fort which a company of eur merchants and their factors 
and correſpendents had erected there, to ſecure that trade, 
% Braddock was ſent with an army to retake that fort (which 
« was looked: on here as another encroachment on the King's 
'* territory) and to protect your trade, It was not till after 
« his defeat (in 1755,) that the Colonies were attacked, T were 
% before in perfed# peace with beth French and Indians, The 
' troops were not therefore ſent for their defence. , The trade 
« with the Indians, tho“ carried on in Ainericn, Is not un 
% American intereſt, The people of America are chiefly 
% farmers aud planters ;, ſcarce any thing they raiſe or pro» 
« duce is an article of commerce with the Indians. The 
© Indian trade is a Britiſh iatereſt ; it is carried on with Bri» 
% tich manufactures for the. profit of Britiſh merchants and 
% nanutacturers.;, therefore the war, az it commenced for 


% defence of territories of the * the property of no Ame» 
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# vlan ard For the defence of a trade %½%tũ Britih was real; 
« 6 — Br war. 

tiyying been aſked, Of Ty it not 8 to ſbud troops 10 
% America to defend the Americans agaluſt the Indians }! 
The Doctor replies, No by no means 1 % vever Wat neceſſu» 
« % They definded themſelves when they were but un 
% handful, and the Indians much more numerous, They coun 
« Hug gained ground, and have driven the Indians over the 
40 monty! us without any troop ſont te their afijiance from thi; 
„„ T1 | h 

Mr, Dickenſon, in hls Farmers's Letters, letter the elghth, 
tells the inhabitants of the giti Colonies, © that ju fact, 
« however advantegeons the ſubduing or 4reping any of theld 
« countries, vis. Canada, Nuva Scotia, and the Floridas, ma 
« be to Great Britoin, the acquiſition is greatly injurious to the 
4% Colonies, Qur chlef property confilty in lands ; theſb would 
« have been of a much greater value, if theh prodigiuns addition; 
% hag nat been made to the Britiſh territories on this continent, 
% The natural increaſe ot our own people, it confined within 
ge the Colonies, would have raiſed the value ſtill higher and 
« higher every fifteen or twenty years : belides, we ſhould 
« have lived more compactly together, aud have been there- 
« fore more able to reſiſt any enemy z but now the inhabi- 
% tants will be thinly ſcattered over an immenſe region, as 
% thoſe who want ſettlements will chuſe to make new oues, 
« rather than pay great prices for old ones. Theſe the are 
e conſequences to the Colonies of the hearty aſſiſtanee they 
« gave to Great-Britgin inthe late war; 4 war undertaken ſolely 
« for her own benefit, The objects of it were, the ſecurin 
4 7% herſelf the rich tracts of land on ihe back of theſe Colo» 
4% njes with the Indian trade, and Nova-Scotia with the fiſh- 
&« ole ' Theſe, and much more has that kingdom gained but the 


« jnferior Animals, that hunted with the Lion, have been am- 
« ply rewarded tor all the ſweat and blood their loyalty coſt 
« them, by the honour of having ſeated aud bled in ſuch 
* company,” «© In truth (he concludes) Great-Britain / 
« receives any benefit from Canada, Nova - Acotia, and Flori- 
« da ; and therefore ſhe alone ought to maintain them, The 
be ol maxim of the law is drawn from reaſon. and juſtice; 
« anc never could could be more properly applied than in 
« this calt——Qui ſentit commodum, ſentire' debit ct onus + they 
% who feel the benefit ought to teel the burden,” 
Tue high rank Dr, Franklin ſo fitly holds among the phi- 
loſophers of the age, the honourable teſtimony borne to his 
X. by the univerſity of Oxford, and his great 
nowledge of the colony affairs, muſt give' his evidence a 
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ly when It l canfldered, that although an cath had not been 
adininittered, yer his teſtimony was called for by the great 
ceunell of the nation, upon a matter of the highelt impor» 
tance to the (tate, and given with ſuitable folemnity, Mr, 
Pickenſhn's private character de not ludeed ſb well known, 

ut it Is very reſpectable ; and as the ſpirit he was endeavours 
Ing to infuſt into his countrymen mult ſbon have cnrried 
them to make thelr appeal to heaven, he cannat ſurely be (uſs 
pected of attemping to rouſe them by talſhoods to an uns 
dertaking, for the ſucceſy of which they were to depend 
on the tavour of the AJmighty, How thall I then venture to 
eontrovert the aſſertions of ejther of thel> gentlemen ? The 
evidence of ather individuals, however reſpeable, will be 
thought luſufficient, as none other can be ſuppoſed to have 
had equal means of intormation,- The opinion of governors 
or military commanders, would he deemed partial, either to 
them(elves or this country, and the informations trautmitted 
to minilters are always ſuſpected to be adapted to the taſte of 
the miniſter, or ſuited to ſerve ſome particular purpoſe, The 
evidence which I ſhall therefore have recouſe to, is no other 
than that of the aſſemblies of the Colonies of Virginia and 
Maflachuſet's Bay ; the one colony ſituate in the neighbour» 
hood of the Ohio, and the other bordering upon Nova · Sco» 
tia, The members of thoſe aſſemblies muſt therefore be ſup- 

oſed to have had as competent knowledge of the ſtate of af+ 
Fairs in their reſpective countries, and of the cauſes of the 
late war, as either Doctor Franklin or Mr. Dickenſon, 


Copy of a Meſſage from the General Aſſembly of Maſſachu- 
ſets Bay to Governor Shirley, 4th January, 1754. 
(CTT is with great gratitude, that we acknowledge the ma» 
Iny inſtances of his mijeſty's paternal care for the ſceuri- 
ty of his good fubjets of this province, more eſpecially that of 
late ſiguitying to your excellency,by a letter from the Earl of 
Holderneſſe, one of his principal ſecretaries of ſtate (a copy 
of which your excellency hath been pleaſed to lay before us) ; 
That you ſhould be upon your guard, and put the province 
# under your government into a condition at all events, to 
\ reſiſt any hoſtile attempts which may be made upon it.“ 
„n purſhance of this letter, your excellency having re» 
commended to us the repairing and ſtrengthening the ſeveral 
forts and garriſons of this province, and putting the whole 
into a proper Hate of defence, we have accordingly made 
proviſion for doing it. | . 
« But upon this occaſion ', e % M. ß 
we beg leave to repre (ent to yout extellency,' that his mojeſ+ 
* ſubhects of this province have at all times exerted them · 
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ſelves, even beyond their abilities, not only for the defence 
and ſecurity of his ſubjects and tercitorjes within our limite, 
and the preſervation and protection of other his majeſty's ter- 
ritories, but even in making valuable acquiſitions to his ma» 
jeſty's crown ; the ſeveral inſtances of which during the late 
wur, we need not repeat to your excellency, they having 
— done upon your recommendation and uuder. your direc- 
tion, | 

© The conſequence of this we flatter ourſelves would have 
been an effectual ſecurity againſt future danger, from any 
encroachments or invaſions of our French neighbours; but it 
is with great concern that we find the French. — made ſuch 
extraordinary encroachments, and taken ſuch meaſures, ſince 
the concluſion of the late war, as threaten great danger, and 
perhaps in time, even the intire deſtrudtion of this province (without 
the interpoſition of his majeſly) notwithſtanding any proviſion we can 
make to prevent it. 

« This Colony, by the great number of men it ſupplied 
and loſt in the reduction and ſecuring the iſland and forts of 
Cape Breton ; the troops ſeat from hence by your excellency 
from time to time for the relief and protection of Annapolis 
Royal, without which the whole province of Acadia, or No- 
va-Scotia, muſt have fallen into the hands of the French; the 
expence occaſioned to it by the late intended expedition a- 

inſt Canada; as alſo for an attempt againſt Crown Point, 
which was rendered fruitleſs by other governments not joining with 
us and by our great expence, both of men and money, dur- 
ing the courſe of the late war, in providing for the ſecurity 
and protection of our large extended frontier, and otherwiſe, 
is ſo much reduced, as to be leſs able to defend itſelf againſt any 
attacks that may be made upon it, in caſe of a rupture be- 
tween the two crowns, Whereas, on the other hand, th: 
French are in a much better ſituation to annoy it, than they were 
at the commencement of the late war; for they have ſince 
the concluſion of the peace, erected a fort on the Iſthmus of 
the peuniſula near Bay Verte, by means of which they main- 
tain a communication, by ſea, with Canada, St. John's iſland 
and Louiſbourgz and at about thirteen. miles diſtance from 
that fort, they have built a block-houſe; and at three miles 
from. that, another large — fort, ſituated. within half a 
mile of the baſon of Chegnecto in the Bay af Fundy, and 
thereby have ſecured a communication between that fort and 
the river of St. John's, on the weſt ſide of the ſaid Bay, 

« Near the mouth of St. John's river, they have poſſeſſed 
themſelves of two forts formerly built by them, whilſt they 
had a right to hold Acadia ; the neareſt of which to the ſea 


they have (likewile Guce the concluſioa. of the peace) repairs 
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ed, fortified with cannon, and garriſoned with regular troops, 
and have erected another ſtrong large fort at twenty leagues 
diſtance up the river, They have (1ccording to the belt in. 
telligence) made very conſiderable ſettlements upon It j and 
by theſe means they have ſecured the Indians inhabiting that 
river, computed at between four and five hundred families, 
in their intereſts, and carry on an excluſive furr trade with 
the French at Louiſbourg, through the Bay of Fundy, where 
it is well known French ſhips of war have conſtantly eatered 
ſince the concluſion of the peace, and loaded with furrsto a 
conſiderable value at the mouth of that river, which trade 
the Engliſh were in poſſeſſiou of until the late war, 

Thus, by their encroachments ſince the conclufion of the 
peace, the French have poſſeſſed themſelves not only of the 
iſthmus of the peninſula of Nova Scotia, with Bay Verte, in 
the Gulph of Lt. Lawrence, on the one ſide, but of the river 
of $t John's, with the whole welt fide of the Bay of Fundy, 
on the other, where the crown heretofore uſed to maint 
forts, during their poſſeſſion of Acadia, or Nova-Scotia, 

How fatal the conſequence of theſe encroahments may be, 
if the French ſhould continue in the poſſeſſion of them till a 
rupture happen between the two crowns, nt only to the eaftern 
parts of his majeſty's territories within this province, which border 
upon Nova-Scotia ; and in particular to his Majeſty's woods, 
from whence the greateſt part of the maſts, yards, and bow- 
ſprits, with which his royal navy are ſupplied, and which 
would feel the immediate eſtects of theſe encroachments, but 
alſo in time to the whole of this province, andthe reſt of his Majeſty's 
erritories upon this continent; your excellency is ſo well ap- 
priſed, that we need not ſet them forth here. | 

« Whilſt the French held Acadia under the treaty of St. 
Germain, they /o cut off the trade of this province, and galled the 
inhabitants with incurſions into their territories, from their forts at 
the river Pentagoet and St. John's, that Oliver Cromwell, 
then protector, found it neceſſary, for the fagety of Neu- England, 
in 1654, to make a deſcent by ſea into the river St. of John's, 
and diſpoſſeſs them of that, and all their forts in Acadia, 
And after that province was reſtored to the French, in conſe» 

uence of the treaty of Breda in 1667, by king Charles the II. 
this colony felt again the ſame miſchievous effects from their poſſeſſing 
1, infomuch that, after forming ſeveral expeditions againſt it, 
he iuhabitanas were oblidged, in the la'ter end of the war in 
Queen Anne's reign, to repreſent to her Majeſty, how deſtrufive 
he poſſeffiva of the bay of Fundy and Nova-Scotia by the 
French was to this province, and to the Britiſh trade; whereu- 
pon the Britiſh miniſiry thought it neceſſary to fit out a formal expe» 
vition againſl that province, with Engliſh troops, aud a conſiderable 
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armament of our own, under General Nicholſbn, in 1916, 
when it was again reduced to the ſubjectlon of the crown of 
Great-Britain i but by the late encroachments of the French, 
eſpecially upon St. Johns's river, and the welt fide of the bay 
of Fundy, which borders on this province, we are in caſe of a 
rupture, /iab/e to feel more miſchievour effect than we have ever 
yet done, wnleſi his Majeſty ſhall be graciouſly pleaſtd to cauſe them 
to be removed, 

« gelides theſe late encreachments, whereby we may be 
more immediately expoſed on the eaſtern parts of the pro: 
vince, there is another, (though of a longer ſtanding) from 
whence we have been greatly annoyed in the late war, in the 
weltera parts of it, a from whence we ſhall always be expoſed 
to the greateſt danger on that ſide, without ſome further eheck than 
there is at preſent ; we mean the French at Crown Point, 

« This, may it pleaſe your Excellency, is the rendezvons 
for all their torces, the grand magazine for their ſtores of all 
ſorts, aud the place to retreat to on every occaſion, when they 
think proper to make any incurſions upon our weſtern ſrontier! 
or any other of his Majeſty's provinces to the weſtward ; ſo that 
if the French are ſaflered to continue in the poſſeſſion of that 
Fort, without another's being erected to curb it, it will (u 
our apprehenſion) greatly endauger the loſi of the Indians of tht 
Six Nations ts his Majeſty, and thereby diſireſi all the province. 

„ Being thus expoſed on every fide, and having a large fron: 
tier to detend, the doing of which hitherto has been a great 
expence of blood and treaſure to us, we are very fenſible of 
the neceſlity of his Majeſty's colonies affording each other mu- 
tual affiltance ; and we make no doubt but this province will, 

at all times, with great cheartulueſs, turniſh their juſt aud 
reaſonable quota towards it, 

2% All we beg your Excellency would be pleaſed to repre: 
ſent to his majelty, in ſuch a manner as you ſhall think mol 
proper. | A true copy atteſted, 

8 | J. WiLLARD, Secretary 


Extract of a meſſage from the Council, and houſe of Repre: 
ſentatives of the province of the Malſuchuſeis-Bay to Go. 
vernor Shirley, in anſwer to his two ſpeeches, in March 
and April 1754. | 

CC 'F: H E Council and Houfe of Repreſentatives of this lil 

Majeſty's province, have given very yreat attention 
to the two {peeches which you have been pleaſed to make from 
the chair on the a$th March and the ſecond of April. We art 
ſenſible they contuln wattert of rhe laſt importance, not only 
the inhabitant: of thitgovernm: u, but te every other of hit Mujeſ)" 
ſuljects in America, 
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« ft now evidently appears, that the French are far advan» 
ced in the execution of a plan projected more than fiſty years 
ince, for the extending their efſfions from the mouth of 
the Miflifippi on the fouth to Hudſon's-bay on the north, for 
ſecuring the vaſt body of Indians in that inland country, and 
for /ubjelting this whole continent to the crown of France, This 
plan, agreeable to the genius and policy of the French nation, 
was laid tor a future age i the operation of it has been gradu · 
al, and alnoſt inſenſible, - wAilf the Britiſh government: in the 
plantations have been conſulting temporary expedients, and they are 
in danger of continuing ſo to dv, until it be tos {ate to defeat il. 
And however improbable it may ſeem, that this ſcheme ſhould 
ſucceed, ſince the French inhabitants on the continent at pre» 
ſent bear but a (mall proportion to the Engliſh ; yet there are 
many other cireumſtances which give them a great advantage &+ 
ver ut, and which, if not attended to, will ſoon everbalance our ſue» 
periority in numbers, The French pay no regard to the moſt 
ſolema engagements, but immediately after a peace, take and 
keep poſſeſſion of a country, which by treaty they had juſt 
before expreſsly ceded i whilſt the Engliſh in the plantations 
afraid of incurring diſpleaſure, and of being inſtrumental 
briuging dn a war in Europe, ſuffer theſe encroachments to 
be aw and continued. The French in time of peace are 
continvally exciting the Indians ſettled among them, to come 
upon our frontiery, io kill and captivate our people, and to 
carry their ſcalps and priſouers to Canada, where, a: we have 

full evidence, a reward is given for them ; and by this meant we 
are prevented from extending our /ctt/ements in our own country ; 
whillt the Engliſh, from the principle juſt now mentioned, 
ſeruple to avenge themſelves by carrying the war into the lu - 

dian ſettlements, leſt they ſhould auuoy his majeſty's allies, a- 
mongſt whom our molt barbarous enemies are ſettled, and by 
whom they are cheriſhed and encouraged. 

« The French have under their influence by far the Heap of 
the Indians on the continent ; whilſt the Engliſh, by the different 
meaſures of the ſeveral governments, are in danger of /oſing the 
ſmall proportion which at preſent are attached te them, The French 
have but one intereſt, and keep one point in view ; the Cg 

overnments have different intereſtt, are diſunited, ſome of them 
ave their . covered by their neighbouring governments, and 
net being immediately affetted ſtem unconcerned, The French are, 
ſupported by the crown and treaſure of France, which ſeemt 
how more than ever to have matle the plantutlons the object of 

Its) attention 1 the Aufl government: are obliged to carry On a» 
uy ſehemer at their own expence, and are not able long to ſupport a» 

ny greet wndertaling. 

Thee ure {me of the oY Mat which the Engliſh at 
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reſent labour under, and they are not likely to be removed 
without i majeſly's gracious interpoſition;, We theretore deſire 
your Excellency to repieſent to his majeſty the expo/td, Hangar. 
dons ee hls governments, and humbly to pray, that he 
would be plenied to cauſe the moſt effediual meaſurer te be tas 
hen for the removal of any French forts or ſettlements, that are or 
may be made in any part of bis territories on this continent ; and in 
particular, that the ſubjefls of the French King may be compelled 10 
pit the province of Nova» Scotia, where, in direct violation of 
the molt expreſs agreement to the contrary, they are daily 
increaſing and foitifying themſelves ; that his Majeſty would 
allow and order, that, whenſoever the Indians, who are ſettled 
among the French, or are under their direction and controul, 
ſhall captivate and deſtroy his Engliſh ſubjects, his reſpective 
overnments ſhall ſuffer and encourage the Indians, who are 
n the Engliſh intereſt, to make repriſals upon the French; 
there being no other way of putting a ſtop-to the incurſions of 
— French Indians, or of forwarding the ſettlement of our 
rontiers,” : 


Extract of an addreſs from the Council and Repreſentatives of 
the province of Maſſachuſets- bay, to Governor Shirley, Oc- 
tober 3oth, 1754. | 

1% E very well knew before we engaged in this expe- 

dition, that an heavy = „ mult be the neceſſai y 
conſequence of it; and here we would humbly beg leave to 
repreſent to your Excellency, that, altho' we have, and ſhall 
at all times cheerfully exert our utmoſt ſtrength in the de- 
fence and ſecurity of his Majeſty's American dominions, yet 
we apprehend it impoſſible, in the preſent diſtreſſed circumſtances of 
the province, to maintain a force neceſſary for the defence of ſo ex- 


tenſive a frontier ; and therefore we muſt humbly rely upon his Ma ' 


jeſty's paternal goodneſi, thro' the interpoſition of your Excellen- 
cy's good offices, for afſiſtance, as to the charge we have been, and 
may be at; and reſt aſſured, that we ſhall never be expoſed to 
ruin by our zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice; eſpecially as what 
we have done is for the ſafety, not only of this, but all his 
Majeſty's governments, 

& Your Excellency could not have communicated to us an 
advices more acceptable, than thoſe which you have receive 
from the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Robinſon, one of his 
Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, His Majeſty's great 
condeſcenſion, in thus agnifying his royal approbation of 
our conduct, has made a very ſenſible impreſſion . upon us, 
which cannot eaſily be effaced. We hope we thall never render 
ourſelves naworthy of his royal favour,” | 
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Extract ſrom the addreſ\ of the Aſſembly of Virginia to the 


King. 
(6 A the endeavours of — French to eſtabliſh a ſottle - 
ment upon eur frontiers, in a high inſult offered to 
your Majeſty, aud if not time(y oppoſed with vigour and reſd{ution, 
muſt be attended with the moſl fatal conſequences j we have (not · 
withſtanding the great poverty of the colony, and the low 
condition of the public revenue, occaſioned by the bad ſtate 
of our tobacco trade, and a large debt due from the country, 
for railing and maintaining of ſoldiers upon the expeditiou 
againſt Canada in the year 1746) granted a ſupply of ten thous 
ſand pounds towards defraying and protectiug your majelty's 
ſubjects againſt the encroachments of the French, which, 7% 
not ſufficient to anſwer all the ends for which it is deſigned, is the ut» 
moſt that your people under their preſent circumſtances are able to 
bear, We therefore molt humbly beſeech your majeſty, te ex- 
tend your royal benificence to us your loyal ſubjects, that we may 
be enabled effectually to defeat the unjuſt and pernicious de figns 
of your enemies.“ | | 
Beſides theſe addreſſes from the aſſemblies of Maſſachuſetts- 
bay and Virginia, there is a repreſentation made by the Com- 
miſſioners from the ſeveral colonies aſſembled at Albany in ju- 
ly 1765 an extract from which, I think it proper to lay be- 
fore the public on this occaſion, as ſpeaking the ſenſe of all 
the Colonies at that time ; and I ſhall accompany it with au ex- 
tract from the ſpeech of the famous Sachem Hendrick, to thoſe 
Commiſſioners. 


Extract from the draught of a repreſentation of the Commilli- 
oners met at Albany, July gth, 1754 

6c E they (the Frencli) are continually drawing off 

| the Indians from the Britiſh intereſt ; and have late- 

ly perſuaded one half of the Onondaga tribe, with mavy from 

the other nations along with them, to remove to a place.cal- 


led Oſwegchie, on the river Cadaraqui, where they have — 


them a church and fort; and many of the Senecas, the mo 
numerous nation, appear to be wavering, and rather inclined 
to the French : and it is a melancholy conſideration, that not 
more than 150 men of all the ſeveral nation; have attended this 
treaty, althe' they had notice, that all the governments would be here 
by their Commiſſioners, and that a large preſent would be given. 

« That it is the evident deſign of the French to ſurround the 
Britiſh colonies ; to fortify themſelyes on the back thereof; to 
take and keep poſſeſſion of the heads of all important rivers ; 
to draw over the Indians to their intereſt, and with the hel 
of ſuch Indians, added to ſuch forces as are already arrived, 
apd may hereafter be ſent _ Europe, to be in a capacity of 
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ng final atiaek on the ſeveral government: 1 and if at the 
ſame time a itrong naval force be (ent from France, there is 
the utmoſt danger, that the whole continent will be ſulirdted to 
that eroum i and that the danger of ſuch a naval force is not 
merely imaginary, may be argued from paſt experience ; for 
If it had not been for the molt extraordinary ini erpoſition of 
heaven, every ſea · port town on the continent, in the year 
1746, might have been ravaged and deſtroyed by the ſquadron 
under the command of the Duke d'Anville, notwithitanding 
the then declining ſtate of the French navy, and the further 
—— accruing to the Engliſh from the poſſeſſion of Cape 
ton. . . » . . 1 » 0 . F 3 

« That the ſaid colonies being in 4 divided, diſunited ſlate, 
there has never been any joint exertion of their force, or councils, to 
repell or defeat the meaſures of the French; and particular colo- 
— unable and and unwilling to maintain the cauſe of the 
Wnole. , o 2 0 , '. . . ” * » 

6 That it ſeems abſolutely neceſſary, that ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual meaſures be taken to ſecure the Colonies from the $LAv 8» 
RY they are threatened with. k | 


Extracts from the * of the congreſ at Albany 
n 175 
Part of Hendrick's . 2d July, 1554. 

66 ＋ Is your fault, brethren, that we are not ſtrength- 

ened by conqueſt ; for we ſhou d have gone and 

taken Crown-point, but you hindered us; we had concluded 

to go and take it; but we were told it wat too late, and that 

the ice could not bear us. Inſtead of this, you burnt your own 

fort at Seraghtogs, and run away from it, which was a ſhame and 
ſeandal to you. | 

« Look about your country and ſee, you have no fortification: 

about you no, not even this the city (Albany) 1 tis but one 

ep from Canada hither, and the French may taſity gome and turn 

you o of your d þ +» #» » o«® ©» # » 


o j iS 0 . „ U o . o s [ 
% Look at the French, they are men; they are fortifyin 
every where but, we are aſhamed ts ſay It, you rs all like — 

en, bare and open; without any foriifeations." 

It would be paintul to me to „ out the direct and 2 
ble contradictions to the afllerrions of the two yentlemen be⸗ 
fore-mentioned, which may be collected from thetb papers: 
I hall therefore leave jt to my readers to make their own 
remarks upon ib delleate 8 e, but te de juſtice to my 
own argument, I mult obſprve, that theſe reproſbntations of 
the aſlemblies and commiſſioners ave all dated in the yoor 
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General Braddock in America, and conſequently long before 
his defeat, or the commencement of hoſtilities between Great 
Britain and France in Europe, or between the regular troops ' 
ot the two kings in America, Whoever therefore will 
credit to thoſe repreſentations mutt be convinced that the 
late war was not occaſioned by 4 diſpute in which the Colonies 
had no partieular concern or intereſt ; nor will they think, that 
the Colonies wire in perfect peace with the French and Indians before 
the deteat of Gen. Hraddock in 1755, as little will they be in» 
clined to believe, that the ſubduing and keeping Canada, No» 
va · Scotia, and Florida, is greatly injurious to the old Colonies x 
that Great Britain alone receives any benefit from their being ad» 
ed to the Britiſh dominions, and that ſhe alone ought to maintain 
them. N . 

But all that hath been urged againſt our claims, cry the 
Colony advocates, are novel doctrines, we will not diſpute 
about them ; all we deſire and ſue for is our former liberties ; 
we are loyal ſubjects of the king, and only deſire to be reſtor- 
ed to our ancient rights, as we quietly enjoyed them before the 
fatal period of Mr. Grenville's adminiitration. What were 
thoſe fume or ancient rights and privileges of the Colonies mall 
then be the ſubject of our next enquiry, But by the way, I 
would aſk theſe loyal ſubjects of the king, what king it is they - 
profeſs themſelves to be loyal ſubjects of ? It cannot be his pre- 
ſent moſt gracious majeſty George the Third, King of Great 
Britain, for his title is founded on an act of parliament, and 
they will not ſurely acknowledge that parliament cam give 
them a king, which is of all others the higheſt act of ſove- 
reignty, when they deny it to have power to tax or bind them 
in any other caſe; and I do not reco//ef, that there is any act 
of aſſembly in any of the evlonies for ſettling the crown 
King William, or the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover. But 
they ſay, they recognized his majeſty's tit le before mary of the 
people in England had done It, t le, they o atv act of 

arllament before it was %% % by many people in England. 

believe they did ſo, for | never ſuſpected them of Jacobitiim, 
| eck paillamentary authe» 
rity, they make themſelves to be fill the fubſedts of the ab» 
Jured Stuart race Thie however is too delicate a matter to 
lay more upon j We ſhall then proceed to the In veiligetion of 
their anelent rights, the | 

The fir{t charter granted by the of England for the 
Purpele of Co/onmuatn. Is that granted king ames to the 

5 | 606 theſes | 


two Virginia —_—_ dated the' 19th of 
whieh — It wing been granted for — of % 
ee, This charter; argerd by ane» 


it is explained and on 
Ibes dhurter, dated oply three years after, 


& 


altho' they mult (ee, that If they rel 


ſurnihes us with s 
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2 — account of the rights and privileges which the W; 
Rei tile 


rs in Virginia carried over with them, and to which ri 
they now ſeem fo deſirous of recurring, By one clauſe in % 
this charter, the governor, and other magiſtrates and officer; W ca 
to be appointed by a council reſiding in London, are veſted Wl by 
«& with fall and abſolute power and authority to correct, puniſh, MM th. 
« and pardon, govern and rule all ſuch the ſubjects of us, our th. 
& heirs and ſucceſſors, as ſhall from time to time adventure I tai 
& themſelves in any voyage thither, or that ſhall at any time i «: 

% inhabit in the precincts and territories of the ſaid colony as | 
© aforeſaid, according to ſuch orders, ordinances, conſtitutions, 64 
c directions and inſiruc liens, as by our ſaid council as aforeſaid ¶ tu. 
« ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; aud in defect thereof, in caſt of neceſi- M tai 
„ fy, according to the good diſcretion of the ſaid governors and of. N of 
« ficers reſpectively, as well in caſes capital as civil, both ma- an! 
« ritime and others, ſo always as theſſaid ſtatutes, ordinan. W boi 
es ces and proceedings, as near as conveniently may be, be a» Ml rea 
« greeable to the laws, ſtatutes, government and policy of ¶ cro 
66 chi our realm of England,” By other clauſes, the treaſu. gat 
rer and company are exempt from the payment of all duties bitt 
and taxes for /zver y:ars, But a duty of two and an half % WM (or 
cent, is laid by the king upon all merchandize, bought and nia 
ſold within the precincts of the colony, by Engliſh ſubjects not ¶ tud 
of the colony, And an additional duty of two and an half WW bou 
per cent more is laid upon all merchandize bought or ſold Sco 
therein by aliens or ſoreigners, and the revenue to ariſe from en 
thoſe duties is thus appropriated by the king 3 © all which ſum IMF lay 
« of money or benefit as aforeſaid, for aud during the ſpace 7a. 
« of twenty oue years next enſuing the date hereof, ſhall be A 
« wholly employed to the uſt, benefit and behoof of the {aid 
4% (bveral plantations where ſuch traffic ſhall be made and 


« after the ſaid twenty one years are ended, the ſame ſhall MW 1/ 
« be taken to the uſt of wt nr heirs and ſucceſſors, by ſuch officer! ey u 
« and miniſters as by us, our heirs and ſheceſſors, (hall be MY chat 
« thereunto appointed,” Ina clauſe of the ſecond charter and 
this duty is doubled, but It ls explained to mean a duty of WW Bend 
Five per cent upon goods Imported, and Five per cont on good! WM and 


exported by Engliſh ſubjedts not of the Colony, or allowed by on t! 
the company and Ten per cent to be paid by allens, „/ %%% of tt 
% and above 7 weh ſubſidy and cuſtom as the ſaid company 11 or here ¶ told 
« after ſhall be to pay,” Ther, rightt, privileges: and iu. poſe 
mwnities therefore, which the firſt /attlers in Virginia arr/« WE purp 
with them, appear to have been the right of being governed by hie 
laws, enacted by a council of the proprietors reſiding here in Mary 
England, all of them nomiaated in the firſt inſtance by the f ww; 
crown, and afterwards to be elected by the proprietors reid: I cial | 


lag in England, And in caſy of the % of ugh Patuter, ius ire / 
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diſcretiou of the Governor, and other miniſterial offlcers, 
was to be the /aw, as well in caſes capital as civil, It was their 
right and privilege alſo, to be taxed by the King's /o/e preveges 
tive, tor the uſp and benefit of the crown, ouly, and in no 
caſe to be taxed by themſelves, or their repreſentative elected 
by themſelves ; for theſe charters convey no ſuch powers to 
the companies, or their council, So very far from the truth 
therefore are thoſe aſſertions of the Virginia aſſembly con · 
tained in their reſolutions, “that the inhabitants of that. Co- 
« lony have always been taxed by themlelves, or by perſons cho- 
« ſen by themſelves ; and of having been governed only by 
« ſuch laws, as they or their repreſentatives gave conſent to; 
that by the original conſtitution of the Colony, the inhabi- 
tants had no * to chuſe repreſentatives for any purpoſe, or 
of being conſulted, or their conſent aſked in the framing of 
any laws, or impeſing of any taxes, by which they were 
bound. Their laws were ſent over to them from England 
ready drawn up, and enacted by a council appointed by the 
crown, and their taxes were impoſed by the king's % prere« 
gative, Nor were theſe the rights and 2 of the inha ; 
bitants of that country, wbich is now called Virginia only, 
for the territory granted by theſe charters to the two Virgin» 
nia companies extended from the lutitude 34 to the lati- 
tude 45, which includes the whole country, from the ſouth 
boundary of the colony of Virginia, to the frontiers of Nava» 
Scotia and the firſt ſettlers in that part of this territory,which 
is now called New- England, ſettled under tho/e very charters, 
laving purchaſed the right ſo to do from one of thoſe cem · 
faules. 

And Altho' the New 1 company took upon them, in 
thelr general court, to allet the Juhabltants, yet, as their 
charter gave them no right ſo to do, we find theſr Aaving levi. 
id money of the Indabltantt, one of the chief acts of delinquen- 
9 alledged in the writ of /e faclar, iſſued againſt their 
charter in the aq year of the reign ot Charles the Second, 
and upon which judgment was given In the court of King's 
Hench, againſt the governor and company of that Colony, 
and thely charter taken away, And when after the revolatl 
on they petitioned King William andQyeen Mary for a renewnl 
of thely former charter, the King's councll of that great wra 
told them, their former charter was Inſufficient for thelr pur» 
poſe 3; Inatnuch as by it they could not levy money for the 
purpoſes of their government, And in the new charter 
which was granted them jn the third year of William an 
Mary, and which is the charter under which that Colony Is 
vow governed, the power to levy taxes is reſtrained to provin - 
cal and local purpoſks, and to be exerciſed over ſuch only as 
We /nhabitunts or proprietors of the lald province j the terns of 


| 1 56 ] 
the charter are theſe; ( And we do give and grant that the 
4 ſaid general court of aſſembly ſhall have full power and 
authority to name aud ſettle annually all civil officers, &c, 
« and alſo to impoſe fines, mulcts, impriſonments and other 
6 puniſhments, and to impoſe and levy proportionable and 
£ reaſonable aſſeſſments, rates and taxes upon the e/lates and 
« perſons, 'of all and every the proprietors or inhabitants of our ſail 
« Progince or territory, to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by war. 
rant under the hand of the governor of our ſaid Province 
% for the time being, with the advice and conſent of the 
4 council, for our ſervice, in the neceſſary defence and ſupport of 
6, our government, of our ſaid Province or territory, and the protec. 
_ « tion and preſervation of the inhabitants there, according to ſuch 
« acts av are or ſhall be in force within our ſaid Province", 
Here we have the origin of the American diſtinction between 
external and internal taxes, and the diſtinction is a real ous 
in reſpect to the authority or right of the aſſembly of Maſſa 
ehuſets bay, for that aſſembly has no right, by their charter, 
to lay any tax on Engliſh traders, or their goods, frequenting 
the ports of that Province, if they be not inhabitants or pro- 
prietors of the Province ; and if they have done any ſuch 
thing, their preſent charter may be as much endangered by 
it, as their former one was in the reign of Charles the Second, 
from their taxing the inhabitants withont authority. And the 
reaſon of this limitation» in their right of levying taxes | 
plainly this. That it might not be in their power to injure 
the trade'of England by taxing Engliſh goods, ſhips or mer- 
chants, who-might come to trade there, or to give any pre- 
ference to the inhabitants of the Colony over the people of 
England. Thus this boaſted diſtinctlon, by which It ww 
ended, that parliament was pre-luded taxing the 
nhabltants of that Colony, comes out to be s proc/uſion of th! 
aſſembly of that Province, from taxing Engliſh trader: or their mit. 
ihn in any of the ports of that province, 
Tho perſvit of this buſineſs has carried me ton lower period of 
time, than other conſiderations will ſuffer me to —— — from, 
and I muſt now return to the proceedings of the Virginia com: 
pany, and of parliament relative to them, And indeed, from 
what we have ſben of the conditions, under which the Arlt Einl. 
ants ſortled ln that country, we are not to be ſurpriſed ut 
nding petitions to parliament, from theſÞ flrit ſettlers 1 
the Colonies, (b early as the your 1681 and If, as the adn 
„ration of the Colonitt tell ns parliament then (+ tor from l 
elalm of right over them, we can ſearcely (uppole the petit! 
oners conſidered that negli of them as u privi/ege Is It not 
more prone: that they conſider it as au addition to all thelf 
other grievitiees And how would they be amazed at the ad 
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mem from iuterſecing with, or injaring their fellow ſubjects as 
in their mother country, For they not only allowed the uſe Wl cl 
of Virginia tobacco, when they exclude that of all other 10 


* dut the forfeiture which the king bad by his patent 6 
nflited on the tobaceo /bipped' in Virginia, they declared to 6 


be illegal, and the patent void becauſe it was not done by authoris 60 
ty f parliament. (This was at once reituing the Colonies from P 
the oppreſſive juriſdiction of the crown, and declaring their * 
own authority over them. It was ſaying, that the crown a- _ 
lone had no right to grant away the property of the people ul 
in Virginia, for that right was in the king and parliament, It u 
| was declaring, that the Colonies lay within the realm, and 0 
were not the private poſleſſions of the king, but part aud par. fi 
cel of the dominions of the crowu, that the inhabitants were ly 


ſubjects of the ſtate, and intitled to the protection afforded " 
by the laws of England, againſt the arbitrary acts of the 8 
king, and bound to pay obedience to them. * 
It is well worthy of remark, that the excluding parliament, 10 
from juriidiction over the Colonies, was at 7% %% time a umiter ” 
of pecuniary, as well as honorary conſideration with the 2 
crown; for as there was then no ſettled revenue for the ſup» * 
port of the king's civil government, the grant of charters y 
and monopolles were the molt important of the king's me- t 
thods of railing money independent of parliament ; and from 
the eſpecial proviſions in the charters to theſe Virginia com - 
panies, it is evident, that the king then looked to the new 
plantatiohs in America, az a ſource for a conſiderable reve- 
nue to himſelf and his ſucceſſors, which might, perhaps, en- 
able them to ſubſiſt their houſeholds in future, without the 
diſagreeable aid of parliament, lu theſt eireumſtances it is 
more eaſy to ſuppoſe, that the klug or hle miniſters, would 
have reſtrained parliament in its right(ul juriflidtion, than 
have ſuffered it to aſſu une juriſdiftion over America, it parlia- 
ment had not a right to it ; and the frequent rejection of the 
fiſhing bill is a proof, that ſuch was really the intention of 
the crown, whereas its frequent renewal is « like proof of an 
early 8 in the commont, and of the firit attention to 
"the rights of parliaments, and 8 Intereſts of thelr 
country. ; DB Part” "*& 4 4x1 
. | In the year 1632, Lord Baltimore obtalued « grant of lands 
in America, to whleh the charter glves the name of Mary» 
land: theſe lands were included dn the former charters to « 
Virginia companies, but thoſt compauſes notHaving cultivated 
or planted them, the crown thought iy had A right to regrant 
them without any legal proceſs; and as the Virginia cowps* 
yies had hd thoſe lands ay of the nor of |Kall Greenwich, 
Hedi raue them te Lord Baltimore, to be holden 
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« the ſaid Colony or country, ſhall not ſrom henceforth be 
« held or reputed a member, or as part of the land of Virgi- 
« nia, or of auy other Colony whatſoever, nor ſhalLbe depend- 
« ing on, or ſubject to their government in any thing, And, 
« our pleaſure is, that they be ſeparated, and that they // 


« be ſubjeft immediately to our crown of England as depending there« 


« of for ever.“ In this charter, however manifeſt, it appears, 
that rhe king was deſireous to gratify Lord Baltimore to the 
ut molt of his power, yet we fiud the right of all the ſubjects 
ol Euglaud, to fiſh aud cut wood on the coaſts of America, 
for which parliament had ſo |trenuouſly contended, is expreſſ 
ly reſerved, © Saving always unto us, our heirs and ſueceſ- 
„ ſors, anc to all the ſubjects (of our kin 
« and hy ay of us our heirs and ſucceſſocs, free liberty of 
„ fiſhing for ſea fiſh, as well in the ſea, bays, inlets, and na- 
„ vigable rivers, as in hagbours, bays, and creeks of the pro- 


« vince aforeſaid, and the privileges of ſalting and drying. 


te their fiſh on the here of the ſaid province ; and for the ſame 
« cauſe to cut and take underwood or twigs there growing, 
« and to build cottages and ſhedr neceſſary in this bebalf:” Sv 


that although the king retuſed his aſſent to the fiſhing bill, 


yet we ſee in this patent, he made reſervation of tho/e right: 
of the people of England, which parliament had aflerte ti and 
meant to have eltabliſhed by that bill; and If he had not 
done ſo, we may well ſuppoſe, that the houſe of commons 
would have done it for him, as we have ſeen they did in the 
caſe of the Virgivia company, and the Newfoundland com- 


pauy ſor notwithſtanding the bill had not the royal aſſent, 


yet the reſolutions of theſe commons of England, had ſufficient 
eflicacy to prevent the ſettlers in Virginia and Newfoundland 
ſrom ever afterward: refuſing liberty to the Engliſh fiſkermen 

out down wood, Ce, upon their coaſts, and within their 


to fiſh, 
reſpective charter Juriſdictions, | | 
he intermiſſion of parliaments from this date, to the break» 


ing out of the troubles which occaſioned the death of Charles, 


leaves us, without any further record of the opinion of the 


parliament in his relgn, with reſpect to ite right of jurididtt». 


on over the colonies z but we find in-Scobel'> acts of the com» 
mon wealth parliament, the ſtrongeſt and fulleſt declarations 
of the right of parliament, to blud the colonies in all caſts 
Whatſbever that can be contained in words, VIrglula, Bar» 
badoes, and ſome other of the colonlesy, (not New England 
for that colony took part with the commonwealth's meu) ha 
decelared forKingCharler: the ſecond, andPrinceRupert had car» 
ried his fleet to ſupport * b theſe coloules, tlie pare 
I. was „ 


W. 
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a of the © Caſtle. of Windſor in the county af Berks,” de- 
claring, “ That the ſaid Province, tenants and inhabitants of 


oms of England 
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is as ſollov 978 * eren in Vir inis, and in the iflands of 
_ 4 'Rarbadoes, AA. g. Chrifophers, M-vias; Monſerrat, 
ti Bermudas, and divers' other iffands and places in America 
« there have bgen and are ud and plantations - which 
« were planted at the coſt, and ſettled by the p-o le, and by 
4% authority of this agtion, which are and ovght to be' ſubordinate 19 
2% and dependent upin England, and hath ever ſince the planting 
cc % been and ought"to be ſubject to ſuch laws, orders and re, 
« gulations, as are or ſhall be made by the parliament of England.” 
I do not quote this act as of force or binding upon the Colonies, 
I only give it as an hiſtorical fact, containing the opinion of 
bat parliament ; and if we believe the aſſertions in the pream- 
ble : that the colonies were'd/ways held and diemed to be ſubjelt 
to all aft; of parliament,” which is a matter that mult have 
been well known to thoſe who made that afſertion, as the firſt 
ſettlements were made within the memory of many of them, 
ir will be tull -videnice, of the open whicl: former parlia” 
ments had of their tight to jurifdition over the colonies 
- though it is uot a proof of 
bY rata bots Ks f 
The great event which quickly followed, and by which 
1 


the conſtitution was reſtored to its antieut form, reſtaged par- 


aud the re-eſtabliſhment of peace affordet! an opportunity 
For excreiſing it; aud from this happy period, down to the 
preſent times, there are but ſew ſeſſibns which are not mark- 
ed by ſome at of loveretgnty over the colonies, ſome regulati- 
en or fan. The colonies were then indeed become of coulider - 
able importance, The number of inhabitants upon the conti- 
went of America, was now not only 4000 which: was the uum - 
r of all the ſettlers there in tle reign of James the! Firft, 
hen the Irich bill was firſt brought In : and it therefore be 
hoved parliament more attefitivel 
time, than it was deceſſacy for them to do in their infancy } 
and from this reign It Is, we are to beglti our enquiries after 
parliamentary regulation for the trade and inhabſtants of the 
u altho” the claim and exerciſe of the right of purlin- 
n 


ment vyer them, ay be taken much higher, and is indeed, as 
we have ſeen, coeyal ith thelt”fr(t fettlement. The crowti 


too delited from its claim to the ſole property in the colonies 
and right of ariſe) over them. We hear no more of that 

rogative ſunguage from N to parliament ; the eo: 
rar are not anueed to the tealm, they art the King's ſepa - 


rate dominions z bilt, on the contraty, we flud the crown, in 
eee erte d Fe Get wa eee tu . 
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ihe right of thoſe who patſed the | 


iament to its legal authority over all the fabjects of the realm, 


to lvok after them at this 


. | PF. 
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neriea, carefully explaining i1ſelf to hase no pretenfions tw 
uch ſeparate juriſdiction, ſerting forth to the colouies 
hat partiament was in all cafes to be the ſupreme and foyre- 
cign legiflatuye over them. 8 . 

Tire charters dated in the 14th year of Charles the ſecond, 
rhich were granted to the inhabitants of Connecticut | 
Khode-ifland, are famply charters of incorporation, erefting 
he re ſpective inhabitants in thoſe places into a corporate bo- 


ner, as ol her corporations in Eoglaud are empowered to do, or 
s thoſe charters expreſs it: That they the faid John Win- 
trop, &. and all oth: rs as now or hereafter (hall be admit- 
ted and made free of the company and ſociety of our colony of 
Connecticut in America, (aud the ſame words are uſed in the 
© Rhode-ifland charter) all from this time, and forever 
© hereafter, be one body corporate and politich in act and name, 
hz the name of Governor and Company of the Engliſh colo- 
« ny of Connc cticut in New-England in America, and that by 
the ſaine name, they and their ſuceeſſors ſhall and may have 
perpetũal ſuc ceſſion, and ſhall and may be perſons able and 
* capable in the law to plead and be implraded, to anſwer and to 
he anſwered unto, to defend and to be defended in all and ſin- 
gular ſuit?, cauſes, quarrels, matterr,aftions aud things of what 
kind or nature ſfoever, and alfo to have, take, poſſets, ac- 
quire and purchaſe, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or 


alien, bargain, ſell and diſpofe of, as other 'our liege peo- 
ple of this our realm of England, or any her corporation, or 
body politic within the ſame.” The man who thinks the terms 


eſcriptiye of or applicable'to a ſovereign fate or ſupreme legi/+ 
are, deſerves not that any feber argument ſhould be held 
ith _ I ſhall aq paſ over — ſurther — — 
n of theſe charters, with only remarking, the King here 
rei admits, that the . were then within wg bor 
England, or annexed to it, by nfing theſe words : “ as obey 
ur lege prople of thit our realm of England, or any other corpe> 
ration within the ſame." © . | 
The patent for Pennſylvania, which was granted, the Game 
ar with the Rhode · lu ud and Connecticut N as it was 
a more extenſive nature, and couveyed higher powers, 
ſeems to have been drawn up with” proportionably greater 
ation, and i indeed fo full upon the matter of the preſent 
ſpute, between the colonies und parliament, that one can» 
t help ſyuppofing,thoſe who were intruſted to prepare it had 
fore. ght of What has fince happened. The preamble of the 
tent it to be & chief purpoſe of the patente, 7e n- 


dy, and empoweriug them to do corporate acts, in like mau - 


any goods or chattels, and the ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, 


this elauſt of the Connecticut and Rhode-!fland charters, 
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large ** our Engliſh dominions ;'* and that the territory granted, it 
and its future inhabitants, ſhould for ever continue as part Wl of 
of that dominion, is expreſsly provided for by the following 

clauſe, ** And to the end the (aid William Penn, or his heir: th. 
4 or other planters, owners or inhabitauts of the ſaid province WW 101 
% may not at an time hereaſtes, by miſconſirudtivn of the power: ¶ th! 
ce aforeſaid thro* inadvertency or deſign, depart from that faith MW pa. 
« and due allegiance, wHICH BY THE LAWS OF THIS ous ff ll 
4% KINGDOM OF ENGLAND, they and all our ſubjects. in our ff the 
4% dominions and territories always owe unto us, our hein 
« and ſucceſlors, by colour of any extent or Jargeneſs of powen 
% hereby given, or pretended to be given, or by ferce or colon 
« of any laws hereafter to be made in the ſaid province, by virtue of 
te any ſuch powers, Our further will and pleaſure is, that!“! 
« tranſcript of all the laws, which ſhall be made within the 1 
« ſaid province, ſhall be tranſinitted to the privy-council, and gra 
« if any of the ſaid laws ſhall be declared by us, &c. in our 
« privy counſel, inconſiftent with the ſovereignty or /df/i/{Melta 
te preropative of us, &c. or contrary to the faith or allegi. 
cc ance due by the legal government of this realm, from the aid 
« William Penn, or his heirs, or of the planters or ijnhabi- cal 
© tants of the ſaid province, from thenceforth ſich laws (hall chat 


« become void.” By another clauſe, the King covenants not WE the « 
to lay any tax upon the inhabitants of Pennſylvania of his own vithi 
ſole prerogative, but in giving up that right of his anceſtors, heut e 
takes care to declare, that he does not mean to give uw" rig 
the right of parliament to tax them, or pretend that he or of 
could * ſo1; theſe are his wards: & Aud farther our eaſun Or p 
« js, and for theſe preſents for us, Ke. we do covenant aui vent 
« grant to and with the ſald William Penn, &e, that we, Kan, 
« ſhall at no time hereafter ſet or make, or cauſe to ſet aer 
« impolltlon, euſtom, or other taxation,or rate or contribute vabit 

wol e 


in and upon the dwellers and inhabitantso 
« the aforeſkid ne, tor their laude, tenements, good the ti 
tor Chattels within the ſaid Province, or in and upon al 

« goods or merchandiſe within the ſaid province, or to be | 
« den or unladen within the ports or harbours of the (aldg*nly 4 
« Province, unleſi the ſame be with the conſent of the proprio ha 
« tors or chief governor or aſſembly, or by ACT OF PARLIANEN! | 
" ty ENGLAND”, I am no advocate for prerogative taxes, cf '"adin 
ther in Eugland or in the Colonies z but yet it the crown rem rom | 
had a right to tax the inhabitants of Pennſylvania, 1 ſee nothingÞ''om 
in hl charter, which is the anclent conſtitution of the Col: 
ny, which could ſerve to juſtify them in refuſing to pay a! 
tax, which the crown and the proprierer might agree to imp0 
upon them; tor the crown only grants, without the conſe! 


of the proprietor, er of the aſſembly, er by act of parliames' 
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it will not impoſe taxes, which is reſervin 
of doing it with the conſent of either. _ 

In the following year, viz. the 15th of Charles the Second, 
that part of the North-American contient, which lies to the 
ſouth of Virginia, was granted to eight proprietors, under 
the name of Carolina ; the clauſe of this patent, which ſe- 
parates the newly erected Proyiice, and its inhabitauts, from 
all other Colonies, very fully declares their dependency on 
the crown of England, “ Our will and pleaſure is, ſays the 
« patent, that they be ſulject immediately to our on crown 
© of England, as depending thereof for ever ; and that the in- 
* habitants ſhall not, at any time, be liable to anſwer to any 
« matter out of our ſaid Province, other than in our realm of 
« England, and don inion of Wales” | 

The laſt colony charter, granted by the crown, is that 
granted in the year 1732,by his late majeſty,to Lord Percival, 
aud certaiu other (gentlemen, who were called Truſtees for 
eſtabliſhing the Colony of Georgia. The powers of legiſlation, 
ſor this Colony, were veſted in a council, to be choſen by 
the truſtees, or members of the corporation ; and it is whim- 
ical enough to obſerve, that none were capable of being of 
that council; which was thus appointed the legiſlature for 
the Colony, who were poſſeſſed of any /and:, or offices of profit, 
within the Colony, as it it had been lutended to debar and 
cut off, from the /»habitants, all poiſibility of pretending to 
a right of belng repreſented in this their [egiiative aſlembly, 
or of electing the members of whom it ſhould be compoſed, 
Or perhaps it was intended, by this fingular reſtraint; to pre» 
vent the corporate powers trom being carried over to the colo- 
ny, as had been the caſe with the Virglula charters, What» 
ever the reaſon was, we Und (hich was the legillature the in» 
habitants of Georgla were to be governed by and by it they 
were governed ſor twenty years, alter which, viz in 177, 
the truſtees refigued their charter, aud-re-lnvelted, the Colo» 
uy In the erown, The truſtees council were indeed (parin 
lu the exerciſe of thelr legiſlative powers, for they enact 
only three laws in all that time, but %% may truly be (ald, 
to have been ſifficient, and moll eflectually weeleded the 
neceſlity for more. The one preveated the inhabitants from 
trading to the Welt-India iſlands. The other prevented them 
from trading with the Indians; and the third prevented them 
from caltivating-their lands. The acts did not indeed bear 
ſuch titles, buc the rettraints impoſed by them hatl-exact 
thole effects, The council. however repealzd two of tho 
atts betore they-veligned their charter, but the one for rega-+ 
laingthe'trade with the: Indians, and by which a Tat is laid 
vpouthe traders, lor defraying the charge of ſalaries to the 


g to itſeiſ the tight 
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ufer, le, wiih ſome amendments, (till of force in that colony 
and thoſe inhabitants who pretend, that E the ſu. 

e legillative authority over all the realm, has no right te 
make laws to bind them, are, ard always have been, actually 
bound and taxed by a law, enacted by half a dozen Englili 
Ewe ya at a tavern meeting But to return to the proceed: 


of parlament. 
n the 1ath year of Charles the Second, which was the fu 
deffion after the reſtoration, parliament gives a ſtrong inſtaucy 
of its attention to the general intereſt of this country, aud of 
the Colontes, and of Its authority over them. 

It prohibits, „the importation into, or the exportation out 

" of 2 — iflands, rages v + or territores, to his My 
7% jelty belonging, or In his poſſeſſon, or which may Lereaf 
% ter belong unto, or be iu poſleffion of his Majelty, his heln 
if and ſucceilors;in Alia, Africa and America,” of all goods and 
commodities what ſbever, 4 except In ſhips belonging to thy 
«4 people of England or Ireland, or the ald lauds, Iſland, 
« plantations or territores ?” and (f ** ed by Cage, 
and the Term £ng/i/hmen and Engliſh thipping ; the fame ad 
explains to include, i the men and (hipping be onging to Eng 
40 hd, Ireland, Wales, Guernſey, Jerſey, or any other ; the 
% lands, lands, dominions aud territories,to hisMajeſly,lnAfih 
% ea, Alia or America,belonging,or in his poſleflion “% and uy 
der this explanation of the terms Engliſh ſhips aud Englik 
men, have the ſhips, aud inhabitants of the Colonies, vv 
ſince enjoyed the ſame privileges and advantages, as the (hi; 
and inhabirants of the kingdom of' England are intitled to 
and in all future acts, the reſpective inhabitants are deemed 
„% and the ſame prople, and their ſhips, to belong to one an 
the ſame people, But this act goes (till further, in its exe 
ciſe of parliamentary juriſdiction in and over the Colonie 
« for it prohibits any ' perſon, who is an Alien that is, as the 
% act explains it, one, not born within the allegiance of the King 
% nr made a free denizen, from exerciling the trade or occ 
s pat ion of a merchant or factor, in any the ſaid places, upd 
% pain of the forfeiture and loſs of all ſuch perſon's goods 
«: chattels,” | nk 1220 1 em 
The preamble to that part of the act, of. the t the 
Charles the Second, which relates to the plantations, has 3 
ready been taken notice of, but the reaſon which parliamen 
gives for entoreing the prohibition of planting tobacco 
ngland, is worthy of remark, inaſmuch, as it ſerves to pr: 
the pratticability of cultivating that plant in England, and |! 
| 82 and equal regard which parliament entertained #0 
che inhabitants in the ' Colonies, and people of England, 
Aubjects ia comman, of the ſtate. “ And foraſmuch, 14 


e 
« the ſtatute, as ponony and making tobaceo within the 
« kingdom of England, doth continue and increaſe, to the 


lon | 


ne (1 


ut u «© apparent loſs of his ſaid Majeſty in his cuſtoms, the diſcou» 

ally « ragement of the Engliſh plantation: in the parts beyond the (eas, 

ug and prejudice of this kingdom in general,” 

ceed. The act of the agth of this reign (Chap. the 9th) is the 
firſt which Jays taxes in the Colonies, for the ſole purpoſe of revenue. 

e fil Not indeed upon commodities carried thither (rom England, 

aue or upon ſuch part of the Colony products, as were conſumed 


nd offs in the Colonies, In which they were raiſed, far parliament 


ſeems, by Its reaſbulng In that act, to have exempted them 


n on tron taxes In thelb cates, by way of enceuragement, and in 
+ ME conſideration of their not being tex as well able to pay texes 
rea as the people of England were, upon what they conſumed, 
hein but upon uch of their products, ar they exported to foreign 
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countries, or carried from ove C% % to anether, the tollowing 
du tles me directed to be pald at export %u n for ef 
the ſald commodities as ſhall be laded, aud put on bard E (if 
« oy veſſel; that la to w for lugar white, the hundred weight, 


ne M * five billings and bmw and muſeovadus, the hundred 
> Lug © weight, ove billing and ſix-pence i tobacco, the pound, 012 
ri Wl © penny xz cotton wool, the pound, ove half penny tor Indi» 
NAN co, we- pues, ginger, the hundred weight, exe ſhilling ; 
nd ww 4 logwood,tne hundred weight fee pounds ; tullickand all o- 
wnglnl “ ther dying wood, the hundred weight, fix pence 3 cocon,the 
s, col pound, ox? penny 3 to be levied, collected and paid, at fuch 
e (hi places, and te ſuch collectors, aud other officrss, as dull be 
ed to © appointed in tlie reſpective plantations, to colledt, levy and 
ee me f receive the ſame, before the /ading there, and under fic h 


e an 
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« penalties, both to the officers, and vpon the goods, as for non - 
payment of, or defrauding his Majeſty of bis cuſtoms in 
% England ;“ And for the better “ cle. the ſeveral rates 


as the f and duties impoſed by this ad, be it enacted, that this whole 
e King © buline(3'ſhall be ordered and managed, and the ſeveral duties: 
' accu © hereby impoſed, ſhall be.cauſed to be /evied by the commamit- 
„ vpoo ** Goners of the cuſtoms in England, by and under the az+ 


ood 08 © thority and direfions of the lord treaturer of England, or 


«* commiſſioners of the treaſury. ;” the only duty impoſed by 


t Sth d this act upon any of theſe commodities, which can be called 
has i a prohibitory duty, is that upon logwood ; for the rates 
amen and taxes, charged upon all the others, were not only ſuch as 
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the commodies could bear; but which it was intended they ſhould 
bear, and which were adually paid by the inhabitants iu the 
Colonies, who continued to export them after thoſe duties 
were laid upon them, until the law was altered by ſubſe. 
quent acts, in the following reigns, There is indeed no ap- 
propriation of the revenue - ariſe. rom theſe taxes, declared 


11 

in tlie act, but it was not then the practice of parliament, to 
appropriate all revenues that were tv a riſe, trom the taxes jt 
impoſed, either in England or in the Colonies ; they were gi. 
veu to the King generally, and without account for the pu- 
blic ſervice of the (tate, But it parliament had only intend. 
ed theſe. taxes as regu/ations of trade, that is to my, us prohi. 
bitory of the exportation to foreign parts, or from one Colony th 
another, of any of the products or commodities, upon which 
the taxes were laid ; why did it impole a tax of only one 
ſhilling and (ix-pence the hundred welght, upon muſtovady 
lugar, which was then worth more than twenty /b1/ings 111 th 
Colonies, and at the ſame time tux u hundred weight of logs 
wood, which was not worth near ſo much, at five pounds} 
The tame queſtion may be aſked, in reſpect to all the other 
commodities, and the unſwer can only be, that the high tax, 
in the one caſe, was Intended for a prohibition, and in all the 
others, the taxes were expeded to be paid, and to railt a reve: 
n „ in the Colonles, from thelr trade, tor the general (ervice 
vi the ate. “ Thelr trade and navigation, tuys the (tatuir, 
« In thoſe commodities, from one plantation to another, waz 
« then greatly inerraſtd,” nnd was become an oye for taxa 
tlon, and was therefor taxed wecordingly. And what puts It 
beyond all boſllbility of doubt, that thele taxes were lnpoltd 
for the prripnſe of revonre, Is, that the taxes, directed to by 
pald ou the exportation to foreign parte, or trom one Colony 
to another, of %%% e of the(b products of the Colonles, aud! 
belleve «x %,, are the ſame vv were then paid in Kugland, 
upan the Importaflon of tholb products ute that Kingdom | 
and I belleve 1t never was imagined, that 7% tune were 
not Impoſbd for the purpoſe of evenue, The plain and obs, 
ous Intention of — 2 theretare, appears to have ben, 
that the people, lu the Colonies where the reſpective com- 
mudities were not produced, ſhould pay the ſhame taxes 
for ullug them as were paid by the people of England tor 
ullng them and that ſuch of thoſb products, as were carl. 
ed to furelgu countries, thould alſb pay the thme taxes 4 
well 10 328 foreigners from having them cheaper than 
the people in England, or in the Colonies could have them, 
anchtherehy cutting them off from any ——— the mar- 
ket, as ulſo to raile a revenue te the ſtate, out of Wha was 
contumed by toreigners, Some of theſe taxes /i remain and 
are now paid in the Colonies, particularly the twa-pence per Ib. 
on Indigo, and it was not till his late Majeſty's reign, that 

ſome of the other taxes were a/tered, 
By the Jh and 8th of William and Mary, it is enacted, 
# that every ſeamen whatſoever, that ſhall ſerve bis Majelty, or 


any ether perſon whatſoever, in any ot his Mujelty's thips, of 
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« in any ſhip or veſſel whatſoever, be lon ging or to belong to any 
10 * of England, or any other his Majeſty's dominions, 
« ſhall allow, aud there thall be paid out of the wages of e- 
„very luch feaman, to grow due for ſuch his ſervice, 6 4. 
« per annum, for the better ſupport of the ſkid hoſpital, and 
% 10 augment the revenue thereof,” This tax has always been, 
aud itil is /evied in ihe Coen. | 

But an act, which was paſled the ſame year, Intituled, 
« An act for preventing frauds, and regulating abuſes in the 
« plantations,” le ll more remarkable for the exerciſe of 
arllamentary — in the Couloni:s, not only over the 
adividuals und the lr effects, but over their Courts of Jultice, 
aud even over their aſſemblies alſo, This act renews aud en» 
ſorces all former acts reſpecting the plantations, and 
makes all ſhips and veſlels coming into any port there la- 
ble ro the ſame regulations and reſtrictions, as (hips in the 
ports In England are liable to; and then gues on to en» 
act, „that the officers for cu and managing Mi: N. 
« revenne, and luſpecting the plantation trade In any the 
„ (aid plantatlone, hall have the ſame powers and authoritiesfor 
« viſiting wud /rarching of pe, and taking heir entries a id tor 
( 3 and {eouring, or bringing on ſhore any of the youds 
« probibited tu be Imported or exported Into or ont of any of 
« the ſuld Colonies and plantations, or for which any Cutler are 
payable, w ought to have been pald by any of the bi ſure · men · 
« tloned acts, as are provided for che vflicers of the enſtoms 
„in Kugland and allo to enter Mouſer er warebouſer to ſearch 
« for, and tbize any ſich goods, Anil that all the W. ger, 
and owners uf keys and wharty, of any Hghterman, barges» 
man, Waterman, porter, ar offer per/bns, nflilting In the 
" eqnveyance, cungealment or reſtue, Ke, (hall be bronghe 
« to the Nike pains and penalties, as ave provided In relation 
g prohibited or wweuſtumed goods here In England, And 
the Uke aſliftance (hall be given to the (hid officers as Is pros 
« yided for the officers in Kngland 1 and alth, that in caſb 
"any officer or vfficers ju the plantations, mall be ſued or 
" moleſted for any thing done in the excention of thelr office, 
the (hid olllcer may plead the general iſſue, and ſhall give 
' this, or other ouſlom att in evidence,und the judge to allow ere.“ 
Another clanſe of this det, prohibits the owners of lands, in the 
Colonies on the Continent from /e//ing them, to any perſon 
Who is not a natural born ſubjeft of England or Ireland, unleſs 
by licence from his Majeſty, But the higheſt exerciſe of au- 


thority, is contuined in the ninth ſection of this act, which 
declares and enacts, “ That all laws, bye-laws, uſages or cuſ- 
* toms, at this time, or which hereafter ſhall be in practice, 
'* of endeavoured or pretended to be in force, or practice iu 
| I 2 


[ 68 3 0 
' any of the ſuld plantations, which are In any wht repng: 
** tant to the before-mentioned laws, or any of them, 0 
„ far as they do relate to the ſuld plantations, or any of 
„them, or which are any ways repugnant te this preſbat ac 
t or {4 A er law bereafier te be made tn this Hug dom, fb far 
„ ay ſheh law (hall rehate to and mention the (hid plantationz, 
y are al, wall an te all Intentt and prirprſer whatſe 

LIL 

The number ef Acts of parliament reſÞ«@Ing the Colenle, 
Is (b great In this and tle fhbfequent, reſgus, that quotation 
from ihem all, wouli be endleſs, I ſhall therefore paſh on 10 
that of the. th of King Willlam, for the trial of pyrates 
tn Amerlea, in Whleh we find rie follewing elanſe, thay 
whieh nothing ean be more exprefllve of the , anthariy, 
whieh parliament then exerelſkd over the Colonies, i And 
«& he it hereby further deelared and enarted, that If any of 
« the governor in the (hid plantations, of any prr/in of pore 
" {ut » antbarity Here, hall 7% % to yield eee ta this aft 
„ ſueh refuſhl is hereby declared te be a forfbiture at all ahi 
« every the ent granted for the goverwment or propriety of 
« ſueh plantatlen,“ 

The third and thurth ef Queen Ann, prohibits the euttly 
down any pitch er tar trees in the ealenies of New: Raglan 
New: Yark, of the Ferſbys, that ſhall net be within a fence vi 
enelothre, patwith ending the lands en which they grow, and 644: 
1799 the trees, may 04 he private property of the indabitants i 

8 Golonies: 

he aft of the ninth of that reign for eſtabliſhing the poſt 
office, gives this reaſon far its eſtabliſhment, and tar laying 
the taxes thereby Impaſtd on the carriage of letters in Great: 
Britain and Treland; the Co/onles aud Plantations in North Aut 
lea, aud the Weſt: Tudies, and all eder her Majeſty's dominion 
aui territories, “ That the bufine may be done in ſheh 
„manner, a4 may be malt beneficial to the people of these 
„t kingdoms, and her Majeſty way le ſupp lied, and ths revenu; 
( ariſing by the ſaid office better improved, 2 and ſecured to het 
« Majeſty, her heirs aud ſucceſſors.” And beſides taxing the lei. 
ters in the Colonies for theſe purpolſts, the ferrymen, and 
owners of ferries in North-America, are required to give vp 
their dues for ferriage, and to carry over the poſt without 
payment, under a heavy penalty, | 

The act of the fifth of George the Second, which prohibit! 
the exportation of hats made in the Colonies, even trom one 
Colony to another : alſo prohibits any perſons, who have not 
ſerved an appreuticeſhip to that buſineſi, from making hat! 
there, even tor their own wearing ; and alſo, reitrains all mak: 
ers of hats, from taking more than two apprentices at a time, 
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or any for leſt than ſeven years, and Intirely prohibits the 
employing negroes in that buſineſs, And the set of the Thlr. 
teenth of George the Second, which the Colonies quote, ad 
having conveyed to them the rights and privileges of Eng» 
lthmen, naturalizes forelgners, who ſhall reſſde foven years 
iu the Colenles, not only In reſpect to Great» Britain, but in 
reſþect to the Colonies alfe ! and the naturalization of ſueh 
torelgners by antherlty of the fuld act, has never been diſput - 
ed In the Colonies, and they have not only voted in the elec» 
tion of members of the ſbveral Colouy aſſemblles, but have 
been elected Inte thoſe aſſemblies and (kt therein, In conſt» 
quenee of and by authority of this aft, 

I ſhall mention but one act of parliament more, as that at 
will complete whatever may be on (if any thing can 
Indeed be (\uppoſed wanting after the var n | have quoted 


to complete the evidence of the e, Juri/diflien While 
parliament has % ay exerciſe over the Colonies In all eaſby 
whatſbever 4 and that is the act of the th of the late lug, 
„ Which 2 h much of the common law as relates ts 
i deſtents of Treedolds In America, takes from the ſbn the 
10 right of Inheritance In the lands the erewn had granted te 
i his father In abſblute fre, makes them aflety, and applies 
i them te the payment of debts aud geeeunts centratted 

{ the father, without the partielpation ef the tbu%"? And 
what gives this act a r. alr of Impertanee, than any e- 
ther den that it was palled upon the periiien of the Englith 
merehants tradiug te the Colonies, whe eemplained, ft that 
in 4 and Jamaiea, a privilege was claimed to ex- 
* empt their houſes, lands, aud tenements, and their ne⸗ 
( greek ally from being extended for debt; and the Lords of 
# Trade repreſented, that the aſſemblies of thaſe Culonies 
* canld never be induced ta divelt them(tlven of theſe privi» 
* leges by a aft of (heir own," What the colony aflemblies 
ys bs hadl refuled Wo dv, parliament of its owu authori⸗ 
ly did. 

While parliament was thus in every reign, and amoſt in e- 
very ſeillan, exerciſing irs ſupreme legiflative authority over 
the Colonies, the miniſters aud ſervants of the crown were 
not wanting on their part, in carrying the laws into due ex- 
ecntion, or in exercing the Prince's juſt authority, for pre- 
ferviug the Colonies in their dependence on the king aud 
parliament of Great-Britain, 

It war not indeed uſhal in %% times, to tall men to the 
highe!\ offices of the (tate, who were utterly nnacquainted 
vith the coultitution ; or ro place at the head oft the law 
ſuch as were altogether ignorant of the ſtatutes and cuſtoms 


e ehe clalm of the Colonies evamingd 
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ef the realm, The maxim that the king can de no wrong, 
was not then extended to the conduct of every miniſter. why 
could ſeize upon the reigns of — er polles himſelf 
' of the powers ef the erewn, The great oitices of the ate 
were then deemed offices of re/pon/(bi/ity, and the ſanctions e 
arllamentary enquiries and lnpeachments guarded them 
em prophanation by arregant iniruders. An houſe of 
eommens would then have been fb far rem exeufing the 
blunders of a miniſter, upen his plea ef ignorance, thay 
they would have conſidered his having dared to execute 
an offlee, with the duties of which he knew him(blf' te be 
unaequalnted, as an high 1 — at his guilt, Ne mls 
niſter in hase times, would have been defþerate enough to 
have he wr tre with au houſe of parliament, by ne» 
glefting ar refuſing tu carry Its reſblutions into thll executl+ 
an 4 mich left ta have lield a (hinld before thalk who had des 
fled ity autharity, to {kreen thein Rom Its reſentment, The 
terrars af parliamentary cenſure ar puniſhments then made 
miniſters diligent and reſolute, In the dlſcharge of thelr dus 
ty, and withheld II and incapable men from ven» 
turing to conduct the Rate. The Prince was therefore well 
ſerved, his councils were wiſe, and his erowu ſurreuded with 
hoy wat The nation was reſpected abroad, the Prince beloved 
at home, and parllament reverenced b all the ſuhjects of the 
realm, The ſbutiments which the Colonies then entertained 
far thelr mother _— and for lis laws, were thale of du - 
ty aud affection ; they claimed their protection, and they pro- 
teſled a willing obedience to their authority, Nay, they uot 
anly obeyed acts of parliament, but loved them, and held 
their right to be governed by them as their chietelt privilege, 
and the grand ſburce of their hagpineſs, We have au un- 
cantrovertible proof, that ſuch were the ſentiments of the 
inhabitants of Virginia, in the firſt act paſſed by the aſſem · 
bly of that colony after the reſtoration. | 
This act, after reciting the changes of government and un- 
happy diſturbances during the late uſurpation, declares what 
former acts of aſſembly ſhall be and continue in force in that 
proviuce in future.“ Profeſſing, that in the collection they 
« have made, they have endeavoured in all things as near us 
« the capacity and conſtitution of this country would admit, 
« to adhere to tho/e excellent and often refined Laws or ENG» 
« LAND to which wz pPROFESS AND ACKNOWLEDGE ALL RE* 
6 VERENCE AND OBEDIENCE; and that the laws made by us, 
% are intended by us, but as brief memorials of that which the 
« capacity of our courts, is utterly incapable to collect out of its 
« vait volumes, tho' ſometimes perhaps for the difference of 
« our aud their condition,varying in ſmall tt ings, but far from th 
% Pp.E8UMPTION of comradifiing any thing therein contained,” 
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And In another act, In the year 1666, they thus exprefh 
themibivew „ Whereas, for the better centormity of the pro» 
 ecedivgs of the courts lu this evuntry te the /aws Fughand, 
„elt appears neeeſſiry, that for the beiter dhection therein, 
« all the former ſſatutes at large, and theſt made finer the beginning 
« 6f the reg of Bis woll ſacred Majeſty that u iz, and fome 6» 
© ther elteemed books of law, Mou d be purehaſhd,” 

Now: England indeed was net equally well diſpeted towards 
the reſtored King of England, as Virginia ; and althe? 1 have 
nat been able ta find any acts of aflembly, ar corporate recards 
made in the(e early times, In that country, yet | da not ſup⸗ 
pole, that thuſÞ which were made, were expreflive of du» 
ty (0 the King, or to the then partiament 4 for the inhabl- 
tan's there had acknowledged obedience to the communwealth 
parliament, and their religions, as well as political tenets, led 
them to diflike the newly reltored confilintion, Their con» 
duet, however, was not unobſerved by the Klug and his mis 
willers 4 and that It might be the more rely enquired Into, 
u eommiliion was diſpatched under the great teal of England, 
empowerlng certalu commiſſioners, to ſurvey and examine the 
(tate of the colonies, And It was upon the report of theſe com» 
miſſloners, that the /eire faciar, of which 1 have already taken 
notice, ihed ont of the court of King's beneh, agaiuſt the 
New-England charters, alledging, among ether things, that 
the corporate afſemblies bad taxed the inhabitants without authorts 
ty from their charter ſh to do, 

A tranſaction between the miniſters of Great-Britain, and 
the aſſembly of' New-York, which took its 1iſe in the year 
1710, likeways furniſhes a (trong proof of the attention which 
the great miniſters, of that time, gave to the colony proceed - 
ings ; and of heir opinicn of the tight of parliament to tax 
them; and the ſubſequent conduct of the aſſembly of New- 
York, is alſd an evidence of the juſt conceptions they then had 
of the authority of parliament, and of their wiſdom in obvi- 
ating the neceflity for its interpoſition, by impoſing the tax them» 


ſelves, 


The grants which had been made by that aſſembly for ſeve- 
ral years betore, for the ſupport of government, were diſcon- 
tinued in the year 1710; and upon the repreſentation of the 
then Governor of that province, of the * 1 reſuſul to 
renew the grant, the Whig miniſters immediately reſolved to 
bring in a bill into parliament, tor impoſing all the taxes which 
had been diſcontinued by the at{-mbly, and applying the re» 
venue to ariſe from them in the ſame manner, and for the 
ſame purpoſes, as the revenue produced by them, when they 
were impdſed by act of aflembly, had been applied, A bill 
was prepared accordingly, and laid beſoie Sir Edward Nor» 
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they, and Sir Robert Raymond, afterwards Lord Raymond, 
for thelr opinion, and the %% received their approbation, as wil 
appear from the following copy of It, underwritten by tho 
two great lawyers, 


Copy of « OL intituled, An all for granting a Revenue ts Hu 
Majeſty, to ariſe within the province of NewsYork, in America 
for the 70 50 of that government, | 

Molt gracious Soverglgn | 

HEREAY, by an ack made and paſſed In the ſbſluy 

- of the general uſſpmbly of your Majeſty's province of 

New-York, in America, begun the fonr aud twentleth day of 

October, one thouſand x hundred, ninety and two, Iutituled, 

% Au act for eltablithing a revenue upon thele Majeities, aud 

„„ toy detraying the publle and neceſlary charges of thy 

« government,” the {everal rates, duties, exel{ts nnd linpely 

tons, upon merekandlzes, good, furs aud liquors, therein: 

mentioned, and herein after particularly peel d, were 

rauted to their ald Mafellles, from and atter the elghteentl 

ay of May One theuland, fix huadred, ninety and three, 
ſor, and during the term of two 3 ears, ſrom {thenee next, and 
immediately enſuing, for the ſupport of that government, us 
therein - mentioned. Which ſaid ſeveral rates, duties, exciſet 
and lnpoſitious, were, by ſeveral other Cubſtquent acts of ge- 
neral aſſembly, continued, until the eighteenth day af May, 

One thouſand, ſeven hundred and uine, in the manner there- 

in mentioned : And whereas the General Mlemably of the ſaid 
rovinee, upon frequent applications to them for that purpole 

made, have lately refu/ed to continue the ſaid rates, duties, exciſu 
and impoſitions, for auy longer or further time, or te graut any other 

Subſidies for raiſing a revenue, ſufficient for the neceſſary expences | 

the ſaid government, notwithſtauding four companies of ſoldi- 

ers, and ſome ſhips of war, have, during the preſent war, been 
maintained at the charge of the crown, for the defence and ſe 
curity of that province, and the trade thereof; We your Majelty's 
muſt qutiſul and loyal ſubjects, the Commons of Great-Britaiu 
in parliament aſſembled, well knowing, that the ſecurity 
peace and proſperity of the {aid province, and the territories 
depending thereon (being a frantier to the French ſettlemeuts 
on the ſaid eontiuent,) do entirely depend on a ſufficient ſup- 
t of that government, and being deſirous, that a revenue | 
ariſe and be paid in the ſaid province, A ſettled on your Majeſty, 
ſofficient to defray the neceſſary expences of the ſame, and © 
ual to what has at any time, heretofore, been enjoyed, for 
that purpoſe by your Majeſty, or any of your royal predecel- 
ſors, have therefore freely and unanimouſly reſolved to gli, 
and grant unto your Majeſl y, your heirs and ſucceſſors, for the 
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pyrpoſes aforeſhld, the rates, dutler, exciſe: 
of ml herein a qty ny vo i do melt humbly beſtech 


- lanpoſition! and 1 


our Majeſty, that it may be enacted, and be it enscted by the 
een's molt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons in 
this preſbnt parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ume, that from and after the publication of this art, in her Mas 
Jelly's aid province of New+ York, in the uſual manner, 

There ſhall be ralfbd levied, collefted and pald, unta her 
Mafeſty, her heirs and (ueceſſors, In the current money of that 
waylnee, for the purpoſes afvreſhid, the raten, dutien, exciſts, 
Lupettiens and ſums of money herein after-mentloned, In 
manner aud form following, that ls to ſhy 

The bill then proceeds to enact a duty of four pence per gal 
lon on rum, brandy,and all di{tilled Hquors Imported,to be pald 
by the Importer 1 a duty of forty ſhillings er butt or pipe, on 
— * wines i farty (hillings per hegſhead, on all red 
Wines, &e. 

All goads and merchandizes Imported, (except ſueh as are 
herelu after-meationed) to pay forty ſhillings ſor every hun. 
dred pound value of the prime eaſt, 

All goods, wares and merchandize, commonly called Indi. 
an goods, imported, to pay (ive pounds: for every hundred 

ounds value of the prime colt, over and above the forty thil+ 
ngs per hundred pounds value, | 

The ſaid gogds and merchandizes to be computed at the ſe» 
veral rates and values enumerated in the bill. 

A further duty of ſix pounds for every hundred pounds va- 
lue of the prime guſt upon other goods, commonly called In- 


dian goods, 


A duty of fix ſhillings laid on every barrel of gun-powder, 
ever unds weight of lead, every gun, and four- 
pence for every gallon of rum, carried up Hudſon's river. 

a A duty of ſix illings on every barrel of beer, cyder, Ce. ſold 
by retail. 8 

The owners of all furs, and peltry exported, to pay the enu - 
merated duties thereon laid. ; 

That the ſeveral rates, duties, &c. hereby granted, be levied -- 
oO jm n _ manner, as is directed by the act of Aſſem- 

y, paſt in 1692, | 

That nothing herein contained do extend to charge the par- 
ticular goods herein ſpecified, or any other whatſoever, of the 


growth of her Majeſty's plantations in America, imported in - 
to the ſaid ——_ ths lande | 


; 


We approve of this drauybit; » 
* Ev, Nonva Ev. 


March 13 
« Ro. RAT. 


1710-11, 
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The fatal change of the miniſtry which ſoon after took plac 
and the expedition which wasthen fitting out againſt Canada, 
for the furtherauce of which, the Colonies promiſed great 
matters, tho' as Swit ſays, in « paper writ in 1518, it “ fail. 
% ed partly by the accidents of a ſtorm, and partly by the 
% findbornneſt and treachery of ſome in that Colony, for whoſe rale, 
* and at ee entreaty, it was in ſome meaſure deſigned ;" 
et, on theſe accounts, the bill was delayed for that year, But 
the Aſſembly of that Colony were informed in the next, that 
if they did not renew their former grants, the bill would be 
carried into parliament the following ſeſſion. To prevent which 
the aſſembly, on the 2it of July 171 3, paſſed an act for a ſup» 
% ly to be granted to her Majeſty ſor ſupporting that govern- 
t ment for one year ; and on the 6th of July, in the follow. 
ing year,continued the ſaid act for one year more, In this year 
they alſo granted the ſum of 37,680 l. for paying the Gover- 
nor, aud other public creditors, the arrears which were then 
due, from the deficiencies of former grants. The ſhortneſs of 
the term, however, for which the ſupply was granted, gave 
offence in England ; and the Aſſembly was again threatened 
with paſſing the bill above recited in parliament, if they did 
not in the next grant prolong the term to five years. And this 
threat being then made by th 
conducted the affairs of this country in that difficult but hap- 
py criſjs, the acceſſion of George the Firſt ; the Aſſembly ven- 
tured not to refuſe, but on the 5th of July 1715, paſſed “ an 
« act for a ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty, for ſupport- 
*« ing his government, in the province of New-York, for the 
4 term of five years.” It was to this tranſaction I alluded, when 
I ſelected two of the late reſolutions of the New-York Aſſembly, 
and inferted them with a view to a further conſideration of the 
aſſertions they contained; and the reader will certainly be 
entle in his cenſure of thoſe reſolutions, if he imputes them 
to that Aſſembly's ignorance of this part of their hiſto y, 
which is ſo direct a contraction to their aſſertion, © that from 


te the firſt ſettlement of the Colonies, it has been the ſenſe of the” 


te government al home, that ſuch grants could not bs conſtitutrenally 
Fe made by parliament. : 

In the late reign, the aſſembly of Jamaica thought fit to 
withold ſome uſual grants, for the ſupport of the government 
of that ifland ; and, upon that occafion, the minitters defired 
the opinion of the then attorney and follicitor-general, Sir 
Clement Worge, and the late Lord Hardwicke, whether the 
King, or his privy-council had not a right to levy taxes upon 
the favabitatts of that iſland / To which thoſe two great law- 
* replied, © That if Jamaica was {till to be confidered as a 


a 
”" conguered iſland, the King had ſuch a right, but if it was to 
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e great and able miniſters, WhO 
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« be conſidered In the ſame light wh the other Colonies, nv 
« rax could he {mpoſed on the inhabitants, but by the Allerge 
« bly of the iſland, or h ad of parliament,” 

Mauy other evideuces to the lame purpoſe might be Ir 
duced, and perhaps they will, ſome time or other, be laid 
betore the puhlic, Thoſe which 1 have communicated, are 
of ſuch high authority, that noue of my learned country» 
men will deſire further proofi of the univerſality, and legal 
foundation, of the doctrine :“ That parlianient has a lg t 
« to tax and bind the Colonies in all caſes whatſoever; gut 
what will perhaps more ſurprize aud convince the generality 
ot my readers, both in England and in the Colonies, is 8 
proof which I am going to produce, that the right of parlia- 
ment to impoſe taxes in the Colonies, was not ouly admitred 
in the Colonies, but even the exerciſe af it deemed ueceſſary 
there ſo late as the year 1753. ; 

When hoſtilities were commenced lu America, between the 
French and the Britiſh Colonies, à convention or aſſembly 
was propoſed, and called by authority from the King, to 
couliſt of committees from the ſeveral provinces, in order to 
ſettle one general plan of operations agaiult the common ene- 
my, aud to raiſe a common fund far defraying the expence, 
I have already given ſome extracts from the journal of the pro- 
ceedings of this aflembly, which met at Albauy in the year 
1755. General Shirly, who was then governor of Maſſachu- 
ſet's Bay, a gentleman not only highly agreeable to the peo» 
ple in that roman but much eſteemed in the other Colont- 
es alſo, and whoſe knowledge of the. ſtate of that country 
was univerſally confided in, preſented a plan to theſe commit- 
tees, among other things, propoſing a proportionate aſſeſſ- 
ment on their ſeveral Colonies ; of which thoſe committees, 
21 approved ; but the difficulty was, „to find a method 
« by which ſuch of the Colonies, as might be un willing to 
raiſe their quota, ſhould be compelled to it.“ No Colony 
aſſembly would, nor indeed could, intruſt its committee, 
with coercive and obligatory authority, to tax the imbabj- 
tauts; much leſs could they, or would they, inveſt the majo- 
rity of an aſſembly, compoſed of committees from other Co- 
lonies, with ſuch powers, General Shirley therefore propoſ- 
ed, as part of his plan, that application ſhould be made to parlia- 
ment, Io impower the committees of the ſeveral Colonies, to tax the 
whole according to their ſeveral pfoportions. And to this the 
committees alſo agreed, and what will now be thought Rill 
more extraordinary,is,when the whole plan was laid betore the 
allembly,of N. York, that aſſembly on the 27th of March, r755, 
reſolved, „that the m_ propoſed by governor Shirly, 
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1% for the defence of the Britiſh Colonies in North» Amerl. 
' it ca, Jy well concerted, and that this Colony ſolns therein,” 
The jealouſy or backwardoneſs, however, of the other Co. 
lonles, 1 this plau from belng carrled Inte executl. 
on and in the next year that able governor ſaw ſufflelent 
reaſbn te be convinced, that the general aſſembly of commlt+ 
tees would not be come Into by all the Colonkes, and would 
not anſwer any good purpoſe If it was, He therefore alter. 
ed — plan, and drew up that, of which the following le an 
extract, - ; 

It. „% That the + for defraying the expence of 
the troops, &e. ſhould be made, by ellablihing a general fund 
in all the Colonies, each Coleny to contribute towards it In 
proportion to its abilities,” ; 


ad, „% That the — aſſemblies within the Colonies will not as 
gree my themſelves upon ſuch a fund 

3dly, That conſequenily it w be done in England, and that 
the only effectual way of doing it there, will be by an att of 
partiament, in which 1 have great reaſon to think the prople will rea. 
dily acquieſce, and that the ſucceſs of any other method will 
be doubtful.“ 

zthly. That the proper method of doing it by parliament, 
will be to aſſeſt each Colony in a ſum certain, proportioned 


. 


do ils abilities.“ 


Sthly. “ That the moſt bon and proper rule of comput- 
ing the reſpective abilities of the ſeveral Colonies, is the num- 
ber of the rateable white male polls, and black male and fe- 
male polls, within each government ; and that the mixing a- 
my other rule with that, will greatly perplex the execution of 
the ſcheme.” | 

Sthly. “ That however, for the general ſatisfaction of the 
people in each Colony, it would be adviſable to leave it to their 
choice, to raiſe the ſum aſſeſſed upon them according to their 
don diſcretion, whether that is done by a ſtamp duty, exciſe 
upon rum, or any other tax they ſhall judge moſt for their 
own eaſe, and on failure of their raiſing the ſum in any o- 
ther way, that then the ſum aſſeſſed ſhall be apportioned ac- 
cording to the number of the black and white polls each tax- 
able perſon is poſſeſſed of, and collected by proper officers, who 
ſhall have power _ them to do it by warrants of diſtreſs 
upon their ſeveral eſtates, or impriſonment of their perſons 
for want of eſtate to be come at.” 

Thus does it appear, that too much honour has been done 
to Mr. Grenville, ih imputing to him the origin of an opini- 
on, that parliament had a right to impoſe taxes in the Colo» 
nies, or that a general fund tor 18 charge of i- 
tary /erpices there ſhould be rulſed by att of parliament, in 
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deſuult of the coloules ralfing It by thelr own nſſemblley 
The one optmlon Ie as antlent as the Colonies, and the other 
was the reſult of the Joint deliberations of the comminees 
{rom almoſt all the coloules, This might be made ill more 
evident, were the * a proper time to go more lute par» 
tleulars, or to publiſh American correſpondence, But It {4 
lain, that the tranſuctlon reſpeting New-York, which has 
ben ſo fully-ſtated, afforded the precedent, by which hie 
meaſure of the lamp - act was chiefly directed. | 

In the year 1764, the colonies were made acquainted thro! 
helr agents, that a revenue would be required from them, 
towards defraying the charge of the troops kept up among 
them, and to give this intimation the more efficacy, a reſalu» 
tion was propounded to, and adopted by the houſe of com» 
mons, thar for the purpoſe of raiſing ſuch a general revenue, 
\ ſtamp duty might be neceſſary. 

The colonies by this, ſaw that government was in earneſt, 
and they could not doubt of the intimation given them 
from the king's miniſters; that if they did not make grants 
in their own aſſemblies, parliament would do it fer them. 
Mr. Grenville, indeed, went fo far as to deſire the agents 
to acquaint the colonies, that if they could not agree among 
bemſelves, upon raiſing a revenue by their own aſſemblies, 
yet if they all or any of them diſlike ſtamp duties, and would 
propoſe any other ſort of tax which would carry the appear 
ance of equal efficacy, he would adopt it. But he warmly 
ecommended to them the making grants by their own aſſem- 
lies, as the maſt expedient method for themſelves on ſeveral 
ccounts, The iſſue of this buſineſs is well known, The co- 
lonies univerſally refuſed to raiſe a fund among themſelves, 
lor thoſe who /cemed inclined to do /d, made no offer of any 
pecific ſum, nor made any grant in their aſſemblies, nor laid 
ny tax for the purpoſe. They did not imitate the more pru- 
lent conduct of the New-York aſſembly, in the year 1915,and 
arliament therefore did in 1765, what parliament would 
ave done in that year, if the like refuſal had been made. 

| ſhall here ſtop my reſearches into the political hiſtory of 
he Colonies, and of the conduct which has been held by par- 
lament and miniliry towards them. And let me now aſk the 
dyocates for their independency, upon which period of this 


liſtory it is, that they would fix, as the epocha of the colo- 
Iles emancipation from the ſovereign authority of the ſu» 
reme legiſlature of the realm, or where will they carry uy 
or thoſe pretended rights and privileges which exempt them 
tom its Juriſdiction ? We have fonght for them In the ſtatuts 
okt, but we ſound them not, we have looked for them ih 
he conduct of a long ſeries of winifiers; and in the opiniony 


. 
of the truly learued aud great lawyers, that were of equal 


te our kluge, in the pat ages, and le they are not then (| 
Where then ſhall we hope te meet with them la extravayaul@har 
deelamations and unfounded arguments, In the weak artig d 
of party, and in the ſtudied miſtepreſentation of deſigning le 
Aude are 7% 70 gods, © es T Was I by fu 4 
nd, % gre theſe thy gods, el ? as it h miſerabhWer f 
ſophiftry, and unintelligible jargon, that you my fellaw-(\bþ(t! 
ect in the colonies, have been deluded iute the abſurd aa. 
vain attempt of exc nging the mild and equal government 
of the laws of England, tor prerogative mandates ; of ſeeking 
to enlarge your liberties, by disfranchiſing yourſelves of thy 
rights of Britiſh ſubjects, Where would your madneſt carry 
nb or at what point will your frenzy ſuffer you to ſtop 
ill you renounce your claim to the title and privileges of 
Engliſhmen, and cut yourſelves off from the protection an; 
benefits peculiar to the ſubjects of the Britiſh ſtate ? Will you 
relinquiſh the fiſhery, and reſtore it to the inhabitants of th 
deſerted weſtern coaſts of England ? Will you expoſe your 
trading ſhips to the depredations of the Barbary Corſairs, « 
ſubject your products to the heavy and prohibitory impolyi 
tions of rapacious miniſters in foreign countries? Will yc 
exclude your ſhips from Britiſh ports, and throw away the | 
crative employment of tranſporting Britiſh merchandiſe, . 
the revival of the expiring Euglith trade of ſhip-building | 
Will you ſubject yourſelves to the aliens duties on all your pre 
ducts imported into Great Britain and deprive yourſelves of 
tne moſt advantagious market in Europe for the ſale of you 
commodities, and from which you draw ſo large a balanci 
with which to improve your lands, build your houſes, aud pu 
chaſe ſlaves ? * Will you debar yourſelves of that unbounde( 
credit; which the generous {ſpirited merchants of Englant 
have given you, even to the amount of double your whole 
2 and by the uſe of which you have arrived at your pre 
{ent opulent condition, inſomuch, that inſtead of your arroga! 


* It is ene of the Impudent artifices of the Co lony advocates, to endeavour te 
ſuade the people of England, that they get all the people lu the Colonies can ſcrape i 
gether by thelr labour and traffic with all tle world, and that It all goes lu payment 
'the balance due from the Colonles to Great«Britain, Whereas the truth le, that Gre 
Britain Imports to a much greater amount from the Colonies, than the exports to bes 
and the balance In favour of the Colonles, in their trade with her, ls that on which u. 
of them live and ralſe thelr fortunes, 

a 4 — to the Colonles In 176, and 1766, and Imports from them la theſe 
and thus: 0 

ln ol Imports 3,549,070 Exports 3,134, % Balance 214,999 

- op 3.967 675 34330,9 54 5669 


Balance In favour of the Coloaley lu thoſe two yours 1 
"i 1 8 


L » ] 


aft, that London has riſen owt of the Colonies, It may truly 
(bid, that the Colonies have sprung from the Royal Ex: 

hange of Londen } If you be content da earry your parseldl 
| deſigns ai the banard of theſb eenſtquenees to your/elver, be 
beat fo eandid and grateful to your 'mather country, as ty 
leclare veurtelves in plain terme independent of her, that 
; friends may in time provide for her ſhfery, and make uh 
f the preſent interval of war, to cieatrife her amputated bas 
ly, Or it you do net mean ta puſh matters to this extremity, 
(regard for your own intereft all make you ſilt ſcek a uni- 
n with her; be ſb fair as te ſuy upon what terms you mean 
a live with her } Do yon mean to fhare in all the benefits of 
er people, and to bear none of their burdens ? Is ſhe to 70 6d 
Mand you to enjoy all Are your lands to be cultivated, be» 
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eges offkauſe their products are. untaxed, and her's to lie deſerted 
m an rom the exceſſive weight of taxes upon every ſpecies of vegi- 
ill youſtation ? Are your manufactures to rival her's in every market, 
| of th ſrom your manufacturers being exempt from taxes, whilſt 
> yourWbritiſh manfacturers pay taxes upon every thing they con. 
airs, ume ? Is Britain to impoveriſh her people, by ſubſiſting a 
apolitiWaſt military force at her /ofe expence, to guard the ſeas for your 
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hips to paſs thereon in ſafety ! Is ſhe to take every meaſure 
to compel her people to deſert her, and feek an aſſylum 
from taxes in — happier climates, and thus raife uo em- 
ire on the ruin of her own ? Surely you will not be fo un- 
eaſonable, to expect theſe things at her hands ? Say then, 
hat is it you propoſe ? Which of her laws are to be abrogat- 
or muſt ſhe cancel - them all? Will yon acknowledge the 
authority of her _—_— in any iuſlance ? Or will you al. 
low her to be your foverign in nothing ? Do not trifle with 
ber, by ſtarti ug one objection after another, till you prevail 
on her to whettle down her authority, fo that it ſhall become 
teither of uſe to herſelf or you ; but tell her what it is you 
we willing to /ufer her to retain, ns well as what it is you 
theeſe ſhe ſhould give up Name but the thing you will agree 
to, and you may then hope to find attention to your com- 
plaints ? But do not flatter yourſelves, that the it yet ſo deſ- 


ſcrape picable as to be terrified by your threats, or ſo ignorant of 
A nor affairs, as to — you can carry them into executi- 
qo om, There i» a {pirit riſing in this country, which will make 
bdden wt 


you to know its ſtrength and your own weakneſs, that will 
couvince you of Its authority and of your dependence, 
„bers honeftly endeuvoured to call you back to your duty, 
40% I fhewing you the weakneſt of the ground you fand upon, 
— md the fatal conſequences which hang over you. It you do 
dee rot avail yourfelres of the information 1 have given you, per - 
laps the people of England may be led by it to conceive more, 


heſe 
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jatly of their Rights, and of your [utentions, than they hay 

itherto done j and may compel you to ſubmit, it they hap- 
thy flud no argument, but force can induce you to obey, |: 
- time indeed for my countrymen to beſtir themſelves, and 

to vindicate the honour of the ſtate,and the rights of its legil. 
lature—for will not poſterity learn with amazement, that the 
Commons of Great Britain, in the firſt parliament of George 
the Third, with this cloud of evidence before their eyes, 
ſeemed to doubt of the authority of the legiſlature to bind 
the Colonies, and left it to their ſucceſlors to carry into execy- 
tion thoſe rights of parliament, which they had ſcarcely 
ſufficient courage to declare. They will indeed find two pro- 
zeſts in the Lords Journals, which will ſhew them, that there 
were then men in parliament who had ability to diſcern, and 
firmneſs to aſfert their own, and the people of England's rights, 
at that diſgraceful æra. But the hitory of thole times will iu - 
form them, however unwillingly the feelings of the hiſtorian 
may ſuffer him to record the diſhonour of his country,that thoſe 
great ſtateſmen were not then the ſervants of the crown and 
that thoſe to whom the King had intruſted his miniſtry,were 
directed, in their meaſures, by the very men who had fomented 
and countenanced, by their public and private writings and 
diſcourſes, reſiſtance in the Colonies to acts of parliament. 
They will be told, perhaps, how truly poſterity muſt judge, 
that the majority of that Houſe of Commons were the fol- 
lowers of every miniſter, and the tools of every faction, that 
could poſſeſſes themſelves of the power to diſpenſe places and 
penſions among their dependants ; that they were reproach 
ed with their ſervility, even by thoſe whom they mean) 
flattered. They will hear, that the lawful authority of the 
ſovereign, had been debaſed and inſulted by the ſworn ſer- 
vants of the crown, whoſe immediate duty it was to ſupport 
it, If they can give credit to ſuch repreſentations, they, will 
ceaſe to be aſtonjihed at the repeal of a law by the ſame par- 
lament, which enacted jt for no better a reaſon, than that 
the Colonies declared they would not obey It. But they will 

ladly turn from theſe gloomy refletions, and place their 
hopes in the wiſdom and vigor of the new houſb of common, 
which they will be told, was freely choſtn by the people In 
1968, They will flatter them(blves, that that houſt of com 
mons eagerly ſelsed the firſt fit occaſion for viudieating it 
henour,and reſtoring the finklng my of parliament to iti 
N uſtre, They will hepe te flud thoſt who had been 

Illed by the artful miſbepreſtntations of the Culony adver 
eates, making haſte to repair to thelr country the cruel in» 
pe 1 had done her, They will expect ie ſbe a well con» 

ore 


en propoſed, for healing the unhappy breach by 
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tween Great Britaln and her Colonies, and that ſuch tempo - 
rate and effectual meaſures were adopted, and fo firmly pur» 
ſued, that before the revolt became general, and diſcrimina- 


tion impoſlible, the maſt of the people were reſtrained fram. 
rebellion, by the wiſdom and ſpirit of their councils, They 
will ans Bhs 4 themſelves, that the people of England, and 
the trading part eſpecially, who/e property and commercial inte» 
reſis ſo much depend upon the power of parliament to bind the Colo» 
nies, ſet aſide every ſmaller conſideration, and private concern, 
and united as one man in ſapport of their common rights, 
and in the furtherance of meaſures for bringing back the co- 
lonies to their duty, 

The journals of parliament in the preſent ſeſſion will ſbew 
how well tounded were their hopes, 


P 
Extract from the Journals of the HOUSE of COMMONS. 


12 James the Firſl, Anno 1614. 
Jovis I2 May. 


{I H E company for Virginia prefer a petition, which read, 


and Monday nine of the clock appointed for the coun- 
ſel for the company of Virginia in this houſe, 

17 May. Mr. Martin, of counſel with the company, com- 
eth in before the Lords, Mr. Martin's ſpeech. —Queen Eliza- 
beth, of ever-growing memory, compared by the king to 
Auguſtus, that ſhe, lady of the ſeas, whole fleets (topping. 
Ahe red croſs in one of her ſhips ; the diſcovery, by her 
ſubjects, of all the ſeas about the world. Amadis, and aſter 
Whyte, employed by Sir W. Raleigh in thoſe diſcoveries 
He termed a ſubject of envy in his greatueſs, now a mirror of 
the vaulty of all earthly th gs. 

The plantation begun t606—Religion—Captaſn Newport 
Sir ThomasGates Virginia a bridle for the Neapolitan courſe 
er, I our youth of England able to fit him for which they 
will give them golden ſpurs, 

L. Delawar== That now a ſbttſed plantation=All things ne» 
tellary for food==That this conqueſt Juſt==The Spaniards 
courſe In the Indles— Don John D'Aquila In Ireland=Our uf 
age of the Indies fo merelful and reſpective, that this coun» 
My never yet felt the =” of the plew- Oelen, That if 
this undertaken by this houſe and king, this might prove to a 
war. Answer, That this no Juſt eauſb of offenee=The 
name given by the queen, — The Spaniards defend the Weſt 
ladies, the Portugueſe the *. the French the rlver of. ,. 
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zue Hallanders the forty in the Moluceos— That the BSpanlar M 
by our tarces, drawu to that extremity, that they would rea 
That this eicy hath net three armprers—This time of relief “ i 
funde kiny-—— Fat they require is but a few boneſt lybourery Si 
huntened with children. Moxeth a committee may conſider of lf þ/y © 
the mean tor this for ſeven years, gt which ſome of their com- M 
pany may he preſent Columbus his offer to Henry VII. ne. have 
lected becauſe ng preſens profit That this country giveth Si 
— of all thaſe commodities which a (outhern country can ¶ root 
promile, 7 Si 
Sir Roger Owen moveth, Thot the treafurer of Virginia, IU ver | 
and thoſe that be of that company, ſhall withdraw themſelves I will 
till the matter be debated--Mr, Brooke contra, For if a bill M 
here that concerneth Yorke, he not to be withdrawn, for that WW ilar 
it concerneth the commonwealth. — Sir Edward Moutagu, To 
That the ſpeech of Mr, Martin the moſt unfitting that ever Iſlas 
was ſpoken in this houſe. Sir Edward Hobby thinketh it fit 2 
he ſhould be called to the bar for his ſpeech, wherein he hath WW Vir; 
taxed the laſt parliament. Several other members to the ſame 81 
purpoſe, Sir Edward Hobby, That the treaty of the || the 
king's relief may precede that of Virgipia—Sir George Moore, Ii lorg 


* 


That an extraordinary favour to admit counſel here upon a 8 
petition— That the (peecl ſtrange, &c. tob; 

Ordered, He ſhall come ta the bar to-morrow, ſtanding- pat. 
Mr. Speaker to charge him ; he to make bis ſubmiſſion, the 
jay * JouRNaL, & February, 18 James, 1620. 1. 


Sir Samuel Sands ſheweth the cauſe of Sir Edward Sands's © niſl 
abſence—His buſineſs about the Virginia buſineſs, A patent Iſl for 
E about ii. eſireth to excuſe him till that bu · IN the, 

neſt over. 

Sir Edward Gyles Virginia not to keep him from Fugland— ö 
The ſerjeant to be ſaut for all members now in town, us well 1 t. 
lawyers as others. | | 1 

88 3 Er: 19 James, 1641. 10 8 

17 April. Sir Edward Sands delivered from the ſub · com · | 
miitee to the graud-commlitee,, five heads of the decay of Wig 
trade—3dly, The jioportation of * tobacco, for which nia 
60,000/.paid yearly and 60 000/. lob In commodity, So as loſy WW toc 
of importing 129,000], per ann. of bullion und reſolyed io, ool -. W. 
yearly at lea Ihe remedy · To ſupply tobacco out of Virginia — 
und the Summer I{lauds, and to prohibit all other tobacco 
that reſblved, this prohbitlon might be without breach of bat 
treaty— That as great difficuly at fllt to plant tobacco I de! 
whence now 3 as in Virginia. the 

18 April. Sir illiam $trou To baniſh tobacco gane - 11 
ally, and to 4//0w Virginia d certain. time for it. £1 

lr. Cary—To bau tobacco. generally, and hp. Virginia by I Vt 
ue other meant, 
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19 
Mr. Sollicitor—loveth England beiter than Virginia 
great hurt to all the ſatꝰ of our tingdom, To centribute ratheb 
to Virginia otherwiſe, 7. 

Sir Edward Sack vile Not to banith all till order for ſuß· 
þly of Virginia, elſe a/l the pedple there undone, 

Mr, Ferror—Fit to baniſh all, yet #ow 4000 Ei there who 
have no means as yet to live an. | 

Sir Harry Pbole—Agaluſt all ih general. To pull it up by tlie 
roots, To be(p — otherwiſe, 

Sir Joſeph Jephſon accordant. The Virginia company ne - 
ver heard Wine and drink hurt many, yet to banith it 
will kill here. | : | 

Mr. Smyth Hath his intereſt In Virgitila and Simmet 
Iſlands— Tue company reſtraineth it by all means it can. 
To give it ſome time, eſſe we dverthrow the plantation—Summer 
lands and Virginia 5% en of Eaſt Creemwich, | | 

23 April 1624. A petitiou read from two captalns Planters in 
Virginia, Raphe Hamor, Willlam Tutker. | 

Sir Edward peyton . — That he reported this buſineſs ta 
the grand committee z but Sir Rdward Coke; in his report, 
ſorgot it. 

Sir Edward Sands Tile pretence of this patent (for 
tobacco) the ſtep of the great abuſe of tbbatco—— That the 
patentees promiſed tlie king to do nothing to the prejudice of 
the plantation of Virginia Yet ndw /tbour uiterly th overthrow 
|t—Tliat the tobacco of Virginia now almoſt as good as Spa- 
niſh, and, within a years will be as good -The protlamation 
for the forfeiture ſtrange, being witlont warning, aud forfeited af 
the firſt ſhipping in Virginia. | 

Jounnar, 55 April, that, _ 

An act for the tree liderty ot fiſhing, and fiſhing vbya ges 
„to be made and nerformed bn the ſea toaſls and places of 
„% Newfoundland, Virginia, aud New-Eugland aud offer coaſts; 
„ and parts of America," 

Sir Edwarel Sands — That ſdine have gotten from tho king, 

& grant of the lund in Virgi»la-Two tolbnics firſt in birgt. 
nia : Northern and Sotith ward. The laſt hath proceeded with 
too, ooo l. charge, the Northern not New defired “e proceed — 
Which called ydw New: £ngiand, That this filhing twice a 
_ far better than that of Newfoundland That the 

ortliern colony have gut a ſole fifliing there, &. the con «+ 
pany of Virginia, The king acquaiuted with it, ſtayed the 
tlclivery of the patent. That the colony of Virginia (J. . 
the Southern) deſtreth no approbation of this fiſhiug to then, 
This will briug in 100,000 / fer a. hither in coin. The 
Englith, as yet, little frequent this, In reſpect of this prohl- 
bition, but the Dutch auch Aru moveth therefore, Tres (ls 
2 
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berty for all the king's # or fiſhing ther. That the 


taking of timber and wood no prejudice to the colony The 
Northern colony of Virginia, viz. New-England now pr ohj. 
biteth timber and wood where nothing worth, aud take away the 
ſalt the merchants leave there. 

: Mr Secretary Doubteth the ſub-committeee hath not heard 
the other part—Doubteth the fiſhermen the hinderers of the 
plantatiov—That they burn great ſlore of wood, and choak the 
havens—YNever will firain the king's prerogative againſt the goed 
F the commonwealth— Not fit to make any laws here for thoſe coun- 
tries which net as yet annexed to the crown, 

Mr. Neale—300 ſhips at leaſt gone to Newfoundland this 
year out of theſe parts That this complained of hereto. 
fore to the lords of the council London engroſſeth all trades 
and place. That the patentees for this Northern plantation, 
intended the public good———intend their private, which 
hurt to the commonwealth. 

2d. Edward VI. Free liberty for all the ſubjects to go to 
Newfoundland for fiſh. Now make men compound for places 
——— Take away their ſalt—the admiral faxed an hogſhead of 
train oil upon every maſter of ſhip that appeared not at his 
court ——- That the lords of the council gave an order a- 
gainſt this, which %% planters have diſobeyed—Exacted great 
ſums and ſhot off ordnance againſt the king's ſubjects — That 
London merchants, by reſiraining trade aud impoſing upon 
trade, undo all trade. 

Mr. Guy If this houſe have juriſdifion to meddle with 

this bill, would conſent to the proceeding thereof —— That there 
gre divers patents He engaged for the plantation of New- 
ſoundland That the king hath already done by his great ſeal 
as muth as can be done here by this act. 
Mr. Brooke. —— THAT WE MAY MAKE LAWS HERE FOR VIR - 
GIMIA, for if the Ring give conſent to this bill paſſed here and by the 
lords, THIS WILL CONTROUL THE PATENT. The caſe divers 
for Gatcoigne &c. which principalities of themſelve To 
commit, 

Sir Edward Sands—Thaet Virginia holden of the manor of Eaſi 
Greenwich, 


Committed to Sir Edward Sands, &c. 
OURNAT., 24 May 1624. 
Mr. Farl reported the bill of filling upon the coaſt of A- 


merica. 

Mr, Guy.—— That this bill pretendeth, but in truth tak- 
eth away, freedom of fiſhing from thoſe which plunted in the 
Newtoundland. Moveth, The/e which planted there may hav! 
one place—If this be denied, will overthrow the plautation, 

Mi, Neale—Contra, | i | 
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Mr. Secretary,—That this bill not proper for thii houſe, becauſe 
concerneth America. 

Mr. Delbridge.— Net to have the plantation there hinder the free 
trade of fiſhing from this kingdom, 


Sir Edward Sands. That ſome late grants by miſinformati- 
on gotten, whereby our nation hindred from that freedom of 
fiſhing which other nations enjoy. 

Sir Fd ward Gyles, Againſt the recommitting this bill, 
compareth it with the beſt bill of this houſe. — £ngreſſetur, 

Fou RN A L. 1 December. 1624. 

Read the third time.“ An act for the freer liberty of fiſh- 
« ing and fiſhing voyages to be 'made and performed in the 
« ſea coaſts and places of Newfoundland, Virginia, New - Eng · 
« land and other the ſea coalts and parts of America." 

Mr. Guy.— That this bill taketh away trade of fiſhing from 
thoſe which are inhabitants of Newfoundland. —Tendereth a 
proviſo. Mr. Neale—Againlt this proviſo—That the choice of 
the firſt place in every harbour which deſired by it reſtraineth 
all liberty of free fiſhing —13 Eliz. A flatute to encourage 
them. Another 23 Eliz. Another 1 James for fiſhermen here 
—That they may take the firſt place row if they can get it; but the 
thing deſired is a choice place in every harbour, aud not on- 
ly for themſelves but for their company. 

Mr. Secretary, contra —That plantations fir to be cheriſhed, 
which overthrowa by this bill without the proviſo—Tlat this 
bill giveth priority of the ſtage to thoſe that come, and may 
put aut thoſe which plant and iuhabit there—-Noubteth without' 
this proviſe the bill will never paſs the royal aſſent. 

Dr. Gooch, —Again(t the bill-——becauſe that, againſt the 
plantation, 

Sir Edward Gyles.—To conſider whzther the fiſhing. or planta- 
tion moſt beneficial to the commonwealth, 

Mr. Shenve!l againſt the proviſo. So Mr. Glanville 75. 
trade of fiſhing te be regarded before the plantation ; we in poſlel(> 
lion ot the filhing—120,090 /. per ann. brought in by the fiſh» 
ing, nothing but victual carried out That the precedence here 
required may make a monopoly for they may take in ſo many in- 
to their eempany, and ſo by this proviſo ſhall have the priority of 
places, that the reſt will be ju effect debarred. 


_ queſtion the provilo rejected -The bill upon queſtion 
paſled, 


| OURNAL 17 March, 1624. 

Sir Edward Coke reported from the coinmittee for grievance: 
— Have condemned one, viz. Sir F. Gorge hit patent for a plan. 
lation” In New: England — Their counſel heatd the exceptions 
being firſt delivered them—Relblved by ebuſent -The charter 
dated 2d Nov. 18th James 1620—Thart the clauſe in the pg. 
leut, that no ſnljett of England ſhall viſit the coaſt upon puin of 
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forfeiture of ſhip and gb%. -The pateatees have vir, Engliſh 
fiſhermen ſhall viſit, and will not interrupt any filhermen to filth 
there, for he no new diſcoverer; fiſhermen of this aud other 
nations having fiſhed there before his patent. Drying of nets, tr 
ſulting of their fich, &c, incident to their fiſhing, Whereunto 
he allo agreed—After he was gone After debate over-ruled; a 
the flhermen might tale timber for repair of their ſhips : ſirſt, quia, th 
incident—2dly, Taken ſo before his patent—3dly, Fiſhermen Jo 
never take any timber with them—4thly, Bring in great flore of 
money for their fin —Reſolved, Englith filhermen as have filh- 10 
ing, with all incidents of drying fiſh, nets, timber, &e.—adly, 78 
That the clauſe of forfeiture being only by patent, and not by at of Wl « 


parliament, VOID. (« 
Reſolved upon queſtion, That the houſe thinketh ft the fiſher» fir! 
men of England ſhall have fiſhing here, with all the incidents : 
- neceſſary of drying nets, and ſalting and packing. : 4 
Upon the ſecond queltion—In the opiuion of this houſe, u. 2 
na voce, the clauſe of confiſcation void and againſt law. 3d 
Upou the third queſtion— in the * of this honſe, the par 
filkermen of England may tale neceſſary wood and timber tor ing 
their ſhips and boats uſe ot filhing there Jarg 
| o URN A L, 26, April 1624. 1. 

A petition tor Virginia read. 1 80 
Sir Robert Phillipes To reſpite the debate of this petition I time 

at this time —Moveth Thurſday next te hear them. 2: 


Sir R. Phillipes, &c. aud all that will come, to have voices; I jor 
only thoſe of the company to be preſent to intorm, but to have men 


no voice Wedneſday next in the afternoon, at two o'clock, U; 
in the Star - chamber. Counſel on both ſides, if deſired, be he 
zd May 1624 The debate concerning the fithing in New- 16 
Eugland renewed. and 1 
Ar William Earl for the planters, who more beneficial 1 4] 


the commonwealth than the fiſhers ———A provito in parchment I ilang 
tendered to this bill, which read, 3 

Sir Edward Coke-Sir F. — his patent condemned, ſor 
the clauſe that none ſhould viſit with filking apon tlre ſea - conlt- 
This to make a monopoly upon the fea, which wont to be free, 
A mouopely attempted of the wind and the ſun, by the ſole 
packing and drying of fiſh, 

Mr. 2 hat free Aſhing prayed by this bill over- 
throweth all plantations in theſe countries, That liberty + 
this li to eut down word within one guarter of a mile of « dwelling 
houſe 1 whielt exceeding prejudicial to the planters, 80 tor 


Newfoundland. | | 
Mr. Glanville— The fir(t (tage worth ten of the reſt——The 


proviſion for timber in Newfoundland omitted, becauſe that 
au iſland having no rivers But New England hath divers “ 
vers into it, , : 


. 


Noth proviſas upon queſtion rejected. 
The bill upon, queſtion paſſed. 


26th April 1624. Mr Jerar delivered in a petition from the 
treaturer,council and company of —— — 

29 April, 1624. Mr. Speaker —— This morning he received 
a letter frum his Majeſty eoncerning a petition exhibited to 
this houſe about the Virgina bulinefi————-read, 

JourRNgi., Firſt Sefion of Charles the Firſt, 14 February, 1625, 

« An act tor maintenance of and increaſe of ſhipping and 
navigation, and far the freer liberty of fiſhing and fiſhing 
voyages to be made aud pexfomed in and upon the ſea coaſts 
« and places of Newfoundland, Virginia, New-England, and 
other the ſea coaſts and parts of America“ read the 
firſt time. | 

28th February, 1625. Read the ſecond time and committed. 

4 March 1625. Reported and ordered to be iugreſſed. 

24th May 1625. Mr. Whitby reported the grievances, 
qdly, That the ſubject may have liberty of free fiſhing in the 
parts of America, with the incidents of timber, &c. which be- 
ing reſtrained in the king's anſweft, to deſire it may be en- 
larged, and the reſtraint to be preſented as a grievance. 

17. April 16248, “ An act for the maintenance and in- 
„ creaſe of ſhipping and navigation, &c.“ Read the ſecond. 
time aud committed, 

23 April Mr, Glanville reporteth the bill concerning free- 
low of fiſhing in the parts of America, without any amend» 
ments, 

Upon queſſ ion to be rcommitted, and Lord Baltimore to 
be heard by his council, 

16th May, The ſaid bill read the third time, and paſſed, 
and ſent up to the lo:ds with (even others, the 26th May, 

4 June, 1628. A petition from the P/anters in the fummer 
iſllands-oreferrecl to a committee. 


Cap. 28, 
Trade with the B\Agn4DA's, VIRGINIA, BERMUDAL and ANT t- 
; 00, prohibited, | \ 
HEREAS in — er and in the {lands of Barbada's, 
Autego, st. Chiiltopher's, Mevias, Mountſirat, Berwuda's 
Wd divers other iſlands and places in America, there hath 
been aud are colonies and plantations, Whlah were planted at 
the colt, and fettled by the people, aud by authority of tlie 
lation, which are and ougbt to be ſubordinate io, aud de- 
pendant upon, England ; and hath ever fines the planting 
\lereot' been, and onght to-bey fubject to ſuch laws, vides, 
ad regulations, as ave or ſhall be made bythe parliament of 
lug land. Aud wherear divers acts of rebellion have been come 


1 
mitted by many perſons inhabiting in Barhada's, Antego, Ber- 
mudas's, and Virginia, whereby they have moſt traiterouſly, 
by force and ſubtilty, uſurped a power of government, and 
ſeized the eſtates of many well affected perſons into their 
hands, and bamihed others, and have ſet up themſelves in op- 
poſition to, and diſtant from, this ftate and commonwealth ; 
many of the chief actors in, and promoters of, theſe rebel. 
lions, having been tranſported and carried over to the ſaid 
plantations in foreign ſhips, without leave, licence or conſent 
of the parliament of England; the parliament of England 
taking the premiſes into conſideration, and finding them- 
ſelves obliged to uſe all ſpeedy, lawful and juſt means for the 
ſuppreſſion of the ſaid rebellion in the plantations, and reduc- 
ing the ſame to fidelity aud due obedience, fo as all peaceable 
and well- affected people, who have been robbed, ſpoiled 
impriſoned or baniſhed through the ſaid treaſonable practices, 
may be reſtored to the freedom of their perſons, and poſleſſi- 
on of their owu lands and goods, and due puniſhment in- 
flicted upon the delinquents, do declare all and every the ſaid 
perſons in Barbada's Antego, Bermuda's and Virginia, that 
have contrived, abetted, aided or aflifled thoſe horrid rebelli. 
ons, or have ſince willingly joined with them, to be notorious 
robbers and traitors, and ſuch as by the law of nations are not 
to be permitted any manner of commerce or traffic with any 
people whatſoever; and do forbid to all manner of perſons, 
foreigners and others, all manner of commerce, traffic and 
confederacy whatſoerer, to be uſed or held with the ſaid re» 
bels of Barbada's, Antego, Bermuda's and Virginia, or either 
of them. 

And be it enacted in this preſent parliament, and by the 
authority of the ſame, That after due publication of this act 
made, to the end that none may Jae pretend iguorance, it 
ſhall and may be lawful for any of the fleet or ſhips ſent forth 
or employed by the parliament, or any private men of war or 
ſhips, to be allowed or approved ju that behalf by the Imme- 
diate power of parliament, or the council of ſtate eſtabliſhed 
by parliament, to ſeize, ſurprize and take all and all manner 
of ſhips, veſſels and goods, of what nuture or kind ſbever, be. 
longing te all perſons whatever, whether foreigners or others 
er of what nation ſbever, that ſhall be found or met witha 
trading or going to trade, or coming from trading with the 
ſaid rebels, or in or at the ſaid ifland of Barbada's, Bermu- 
da'e, Wieginla or Antego atoreſuld, or any part or parts there- 
of, or that ſhall hold any correſpondeney with the ſaid rebels, 
or yield them any aſffiſtance or relief for the ſupporting the 

ſkid rebellion : and the ſame ſhips and goods fo ſurprized, to 

ſend in to be proceeded againſt in the court of admiralty by 


2 
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virtue of this act; and the jadges of that court finding theſame 
to be within the tenor and true meaning of this act, to adjudge 
the ſame to be well taken, and to be good and lawtul prize. 
Aud for the better information of the faid court, and tothe 
end the proceedings therein may be acted and done according 
to the rules of law. and juſtice; and, that nothing irregular 
may therein, gr by the takers; be ated. or committed, be it 
further nated, That. none of thie goods nor tackle, apparel 
or furniture of, the ſaid ſhips fo to be ſurprized by. virtue of 
this act, ſhall be embezzled or purloined, but ſhall he preſery+ 
ed ſafe and intire till judgment be firlt given in tlie ſaid court 


of admiralty, or other order or decree there made thereupon : 


and that all the commiſfions, confignm-urts, bills of, lading, 
cocquets, letters, and alli other iuſtruments and writings. what- 
{bever, that ſhall be found. on: board the faid (hips and veſſels, 
{hall be duly ſent up to the ſaid court of. adlmiralty :, and that 
alſo two or. thfee, of. the officers or principal perſons af, or 
found in; every ſuoli ſhiß or veſſel, ſhall be duly ſent up to 
the ſaid court of admiralty.: and, that alſo to or. three,of the 
vflicers or principal petſons, of, or fouud in, every ſuch ſhip, 
po veſſel, ſhall either be brought up to be examined upon oatly 
n the ſaid court, as, well.touching the (aid writings, found in 
the ſaid ſhip, aud tlie proprietors, owners and malters,of the. 
ſame ſhips, and the goods therein, and the places fram, whence 
they come, and to whom conſigued, aud whether. bound, and: 
ſuch other queſtions aud interrogatories as in each particular, 
cale ſhall be found meet t. or otherwile, if they, canuot,1 with 
conveniency be. ſent. up, that then they be ſo exqmined duly 
upon oath, before the chief officer of tame, port in Kugland, 
or the next juſtice of the peace, cqucerniug the pr« miles be- 
fore recited; ani] their examinations, together with all the 
writings found on, board the ſald ſhips or vellcle, to be duly 
— to the ſuit court; — the Judges, pt the laid: 
court thereupon, and upon. ſich other prooty aud evidencey 
as (hall be duly made, or exhibited before them, (hall prov 
ceed to ſudgrtient, and give de finltlee ſentence, by virtue of 
this act, according as the nature of the Fact ſhall be prove 

belvre them, aud according to the rules and, grounds of Ju« 
Rice And, If Judgment (hall be given lor thg ſame 10 be 
lawful prize, then it shall be difþoled in tuch fort — mans 
ner as ſu this prefbyt act alterwards limited anch appolated, , 
Aub to prevgat ſor the tling iu come, audl to hinder che can 
rying over of any (ucl perfons ax are enemies te this common: 
wealth,or that may prove da.gerous to any o' the Englith plans 
tations. in Amerie, the parliament doth forbid ane prohibit 
al, (hips of any foreign nation whatlaever, to came ta, or 
trade in, or traffic with, any o the Euglich plautatlous in 


America, or any iflands, >. oof 4 places thereof, which 
are planted by, or in poſſeſſion of,, the people. of this com- 
monwealth, without licence ſirſt had, and obtained, fram the 
hament or. council of ſtate. "M7 

And be it ſurther enacted, ordained, and. declared, by the 
authority aforeſaid, That from and after. the twentieth, day 
of November, one thouſand fix huudred, anch fifty, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for any ſhip or ſhips ſet forth by the. parlia- 
ment, or allowed of by the parliament or-cquncil af ſtate, to 
ſeize, take and ſurpiize any ſhip or ſhips of any foreign vati- 
on whatſoever, that ſhall, be outward-bound. to any of the 
laid plantations, parts or places, without ſuch licence as a- 
toreſaid i aud from and after the firſt of January, one thou- 
ſand fix hundred and fifty. it ſhall and may be lawful tor ſuch 
{bips ſet forth and allowed as aforeſaid, to ſeize, take and ſur - 
prize any foreign (bips that ſhall be found trading at any of the 
plantations, iflands and places atoreſtid, with (uch licence 
as aforeſaid j and from and after the twentieth doy of March, 
one thouſaud fix hundred and fifty, it mall and may be law- 
ſul for any of the parliament's 
allowed of by the parliament or council of ſtate for the time 
being, to ſeize, take and ſurprize any ſhip or ſhips that are 
coming from, or have traded at any of the plantations as a- 
tareſaid, without ſich licence as aforeſaid : and all ſuch ſhiþs 
ſo taken, with all goods, tackle, apparel and furniture, to 
{end into ſome port of this commonwealth, to be proceeded 
againl(t in the court of — as In this act is ordered, li 
mited aud appoluted, in caſe of tradlug to Barba se, Autes 
yo, Bermuda“ aud — — or any of them, All ſuch pil. 
zen id to be taken and adjudged by virtue of this att, (Mull be 
diſpoſed of as follaweth ; that is to (hy, of what ſhall be ta» 
Len of the ſhips (bt forth by the parliament, two thirds there - 
of to the ule of the commonwealth, for the (ervice of the 
navy, as the parliament (hall direct i and one other third part 
to be to the commandery, officers ayd company of thold ſhips 
by whom the ſame (hall be raken reſpeQively, aceordiug to tlie 
uſhal rules of diviſion amongſt them: And for what (hall be 
taken by private men of war allowed as aforeſaid, to be to the 
ſe of the owners. or ſettors - forth of the ſaid ſhips, as they 
themſelves ſhall agree ; one tenth part of the whole, hereto- 
fore allowable to the lord adiniral, being fleſt taken out, to 
he diſpoſed by the conneil of ſtate, for ſuch uſds as the parli- 


ament ſhall direct and appoint, = 


Provided always, That it any prize or prizes ſo taken, or 

any part thereof, ſhall appear, aud be proved in the ſaid 
court of adiniralty, to be avy (hip or goods belonging to any 
of the well · aflected and good people of this commanwealth, 
remaining aud continuing under the ovedience aud protecti- 


ps, or private men of war 
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vn of the parliament, and before tuken and ſurprized from 
them by any enemy oi rebel, or difaffected perſon, and after- 


wards again ſurprized and retaken by any of the fleets or 


ſhips employed in the ſervice of the parliament, or any pri- 
vate man of war, allowed as aforeſaid, that then ſuch ſhips 
and guods, and every ſuch part and parts belonging to the 


ſaid-goot people aforefaid, flrall be adjudged to be reſtored, 


and ſhall be, by decree of the ſaid court of admiralty accord - 
ing reftured to ſuch former owner or owner, paying for, 
and in lieu of ſalvage, only one eighth part of the true value 
thereof; unleti ſuch ſhips ſo retaken hall appear to have been 
after their raking by the enemy, or rebels, or diſuſſected, fur» 
wiſhed, and ſet forth by them as men of war on their behult': 
In which caſe the true and firit owners to whom the ſame 
ſhall pe reſtored, all be adjudged to pay, and ſhall pay for 
ſulrage, the full moiety of the true value of the ſaid ſhips ſo 
retaken and reſtored. | 


Provided nevertheleſs, and it is further enacted, That the 


council of (tate 'for the time being, have hereby power, to 
graut licence aud leave to any of the ſhips of this nation to go 
to, and trade'to, Barbadu's, Antego, Bermuda's, Virgiutu, or 
uny of them, without prejudice'or damage, uny thing in this 
act to the contrary -notwithitanding, 

And it ie further enaRed by the authority aſoreſuld, Tint 
the ſaſd connell of Nate have hereby power and authority 0 
ſend ſhips to auy of the plantations atbreſuld, and to grant 
commiſtiom or eommiſlions to ſuch perſon or (per ſuns us they 
mall think fir, with power to (enforce all ſuch to obedience, 
as do or (ball Rand lu oppoſition to the parliament or their 
authortty 1 and ro graut pardotis, and 'to fettle governors In 
all or auy of the fasd Iftands, plantation and places, aud 
to do all -Juft 'things, and ud nll law fal means, to ſbttle 
aud preſdyve them Id peace and Nifery, until ie putliumeut 
ſhall take further vr sther order'tlierein, auy terters patente, 
or — — y fotmetly griited or glvyei, to tſie contrary 
notwithſtanding. 

Aud to the oh eee And publltcativu'er this 
act be md Aug puBlſc'notite'therbbF bettaktn, th Vat wens 
may 7 lend &xeuſe through tytiorante df tre ue, Ke 
it ordered and enacted, That this, preſent aft ſhall be publiſh» 
ed by the lerjeant at arms attending tho :parliameiit, three 
ſeveral dayv upon the Bxthanye, 'bowdon, witthetimbofiihe 
concourſe gf merchants thitter, * 55 Ju Derdber Wo. 
Reſakithinsdf theHousmfBno taxes fVinoiine;ao i it Ng. 
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them and tranſmitted to their poſterity, and all other his ma, 
Jelly's ſubjects'lirice inhabiting in this his majelty's ſaid ebe. 
my, all the liberties, privileges, franchiſes and immunities, 
that have at any time been held and enjoyed, and poſſeſſed by 
che people of Great Betituunn 
Keſeſved, That by two royal charters granted by king Jamez 
the Firti,'the golonjes:aforeſajd ure declared entitled io all 
liberties, privileges und immunities, of (denizens and natural 
born ſubjects to all intents and purpaſes, as if they had been“ 
'#biding and born within the gealm of England, ' © + * 
Gs % ee, That the taxation of the.people by themſelves, or 
by perlous choſen by themſelves to repreſent them, who can 
only know: what taxes the people are able to bear, or the eu» 
ſielt method of railing them, and mult themſelves be affecte( 
dy every tux laid on the people; is the only ſecurity againil a 
durthenſo ne taxation, aud the + diſtingui/hing charadteriſlic of 
Brltich freedom, without which the aueient conttirution can» 
mot'exi(t, oo „ „ A Hs 4 1, . 

„ Reſolved, That his majeſty's liege people of this his moſt 
aucient and loyal colony, have without 'interraption t enjoyed 
the inelbi unable right of being governed by /e /aws reſpect» 
ing their internal polity aud. taxation; as are derived from 
their own conſent, with the upprobatlon of their ſovereign or 
his ſubſtitutes, and that the lame hath been conſtantly recog: 
nized by the klug and people of Great-Britain: 

= pA oe RENT ERR e- 44-0 

Reſolutlotls of the AEN of PENNSYLVANIA, 21 Septem- 
4. „% %% of „% + > +» Org LOG: tf © 45 , "54 


HE houſe takin into conſideration, that an ach of par- 
1 [ liament has lately paſſed in England, for n cer 
tain lamp -duties and other dutles on his majeſty's ſubjects 
in America whereby they coneelve ſome of their moſt eſſen; 
tial and valuable righty, as Britiſm ſubjects, to be deeply at. 
fected, think it a duty they owe to themſelves and their poſ- 
terity, to come to the following reſolutions, 1 
\* Reſolved, Nem. Cen. That the aſſembly of this provinee have 
from tine to time, wheineoty requititions have been made by his 
majeſty, for carrying on military operations for the defenet 
p: 1p 16-441 ad 1: BY Fe che n e 
* „Ir p 
Ro Eel: 
7 If theſe be the dias Ming choradte ri/tic: of Britih freedom, they are not then It 
ſeems the common rightr of mankind, an the Pennſylyania aſſembiy aſſerts. 
$ No aG of parliament it ſhould then ſeem has ever been of force In Virginia, which 
ceſpetted the internal polity of the Ly The act. ef king. Willam which alters 1“ 
ſucceſſion to the crown, That wh ogates reſolutions, acts yy," of iþ® 
colony aſſemblies, If repugnant to ad of pariia ment, and the a& of George the Second. 
Which mates the lands in America aſſoti, have therefore never deen carried late exect- 
| Non in Nuts, If wo take the afſombly's word for .. 
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of America, moſt | chearfully and leh:ra{lyt contributed their 
ſull proportion of men and money for thoſe ſerviees. 
' Reſolved, That whenever bis majeſty 's ſervice ſhall for thy 
uture require the aids of the inhabitants of this provinc 
und they {ha]l be called upon for that purpoſe in a conſtituti- 
onal way, it will be their. indiſpenſible duty moſt chearfully 
and liberally to graut to his Majeſty their proportion of meu 
and muney, for the defence, ſecurity and other public ſeryl- 
ces of the Britiſh Amerlcan Colonies, | : 
| Reſolved, That the inhabitante of this province, are lutlt- 
led to all the liberties, rights, and privileges of his Majeſty's 
ſubject ; in Great Britain'or elſewhere, and that the coullitutl- 
on of government iu this province is founded on the natura] 
rights of mauking, and the noble.principles of Engliih liber. 
ty, and therefure is cr on to be perfectly free, on; 
' Reſolved, That it is the Intereſt, birthright, and indubita-» 
ble privilege'of every Britiſh ſubject, to be taxed only by his 
own conſent, or that of his legal repreſentatives, in eonſune- 
tion with his majeſty or his ſab(litutes, | 
' Reſolved, Thai the only legal repreſentatives of the inha-. 
bitauts of this province, are the perſons they annually ele&. 
to ſerve as menibers'of aſſembly, . n 
| . theretore, That the taxation of the people of this 
province by any other perſons whatſdever, than ſuch their re- 
preſentatves in coſſembly, is unconſtitutioual, and ſubyer - 
fire of their moſt valuable rights. 1 
' Reſolved, That the laying taxes upon the inhabitants of - 
this provihce In any other mganer, being manifeſtly ſubver» 
live of public liberty, malt, of neceſſary eonlequence be utter» 
ly deſtructive of public happinel(i, '* + 
' Reſalved,' That the refting au authority in the courts of 3 - 
miralty, to decide in ſuits relating to the ſtamp · duties and o» 
ther matters foreign to their proper Mane is highly 
dangerous to the liberties of his Majelly's Americau ſubjects, 
contraty'to'Magtna"Charta the great charter and fountoin of 
Engliſh liberty, and deſtructive of one of their molt darling 
and acknowledged rights, that of trial by juries, © | 
Reſalned, That it is the. opinian of »his ,huuſe, that the re» 
ſtraints impoſed by ſeveral late acts of parlia ment on the tra qe 
of this province, at a time when the people labour under an 
enormous debt, muſt of neceſſity be attended with the moſt 
fatal conſequences, not only to this province but to the trade 
df our mother - country. i 5 
' Reſalved, That this houſe think it their duty, thus firmly to 
« $ Though Ponnſylvania l, without contradifion, the ric Leſt and the moſt concern” 


ed in thu expedition, yet It has ſupplied nothing Miharte,"* . ob 
© , Gen, Brad 's Latter 0 fl. Thomaa Reda, 18 March, 1755+ 


[ 9 
amm, with modeſty und decency, thetr inherent rights, that 
thetr poſterity may leurn and Know, that it i» not With their 
Eonſent ani deqole ene, that 4% Yetes per be /evied' on then 
mY oh But thilr ou repreſanitativer, and are deſiredus that 
ee thelr refolves multi remain on their minutes, as a tell}. 
meny of the zeal and ardent deſires of the preſent houſe of 
aſſembly, to preſerve their ineſtimable rights, which as Eng- 
Tiſhmen they Fave poſſeſſed der ſure this (province war ſell led," 
and to tranſmit them to their lateſt poſterity, ' 


Fatridt from the printed Jo un, of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives of 'the MatsAchuszrrsHAY. Oflober 29, 1765. 
HE houfe, ngtreenble to the order of the day, (there be. 
ing a full houſe) entered into the conſideration of ſun - 
dry reſolves, which were particularly conlidered, und paſled, 
us follows, vis. | 
Wurst — yo rights of his majeſty's ſubjects of th 
proviitee, derlved to tliem from the Britiſh conttitntion, a 
well as the royal charter, have been lately drawn Into quelt]- 
on, In order to aſcertain the ſame, tlüle houſe'db unanimbul 
1y come Into the following reſolves, 
I. Reſilved, That there are certaln effentlal'rlghts of the 
Britiſh conſtitution of government, which are founded In the 
Jaw of God and nature, and are the common rights of man- 
'kind'j=w—n—-therefore. | | | 
II. Reſdived, That the Inhabſtants of tis province dus uns- 
'Nenably entitled to tholb eflential rights In common with all 
mon t and that ne laiv of ſoelety can, confiltent with the law 
'of Cod and nature, Yiveſt them of thoſe rights, 
ui. Reſdived, That no man . take the property ol 
another without his conſent and that wypon (this wig nal 
'*prineiple'the right of repreſentation In tlie fame boy, 'which 
Nerellbe this roy vfmaling laws for — — tawes, Which f 
— o = main pillars of the Aritich eonftiturton,/1v evidently 
unded, ad oak oh | 
IV. Rofolved, That this Infierenit egos together with all 


other eſſential rights, Mberties, privileges, and mmunitles of 
the preps of Grerit-Britain, have been Tully conflumetlrothem 
by 'Magne Carta, and by 'fortner und later wits of parlament. 

V. KRe/dlvid, That his Majelty% NibJedts du Amerſea ure, In 
reaſon nud common eriſe, Jatitleil to the (write extent ot Uber» 
ty with lis Majeſty 's'f\ibjJe@ts'in Britain, 
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„ N 1 
at VI. Reſd/ned;That by the declaration, ot the ro 
ir © his province, the inhabitants ate entitled: to al the righta, 
n liberties and immunities of free and natural ſubjects.off Gfeate, 
at I Britain, to all inteniy, purpoſes. ang conſtructiong whate 
T8 VII. Reſolved; That the inhabitauts of this pro Appgan 
of to be entitled to all rlie rights — by an 8 off 
g. parliamont, r$th of George II. 4 
* VIII. Reſolved, That thoſe riglits. do belong to the inhabi-, 
tants of this province, upon principles of common juſtice x 
their 73 * having ſettled this . their ſole ex · 
ence z and their poſterity having conſtantly approned thema 
klves molt loyal and. Faltlifol esc Great · Britain. 
IX. Reſolved, That every individual iu the dolonleg is as 
rantageous to Great- Britain, as it he were in Great-Raitaip, 
and held to pay his ful proportion of taxes there ; and as, 
inhabitants of this province pay thelv full proportion of taxas 
for the (wpport of his — — 's. government here, It is | 
ſbnableſor them to be culled upon vo pax any part off 
charges of the povernment there. | 
X. Meſdived, That the luhabltants ofthis nhravince are not 
ind never have been, repreſented in the. parliament. of Greats 
the Nerltaln ; and that inch a repreſentation there, as the ſubjects 
the a Britain do actually and rightfully enjoy, is Imprafticibla 
an. Nor the iuhleche In Amerlea t=and further, that, In the oploks 
1 of this houſe, the (everal ſaburtinate powers of legiſlation 
na. America, were conſtituted upou the apprehenſiens. of thin 
practice abllieys ex f | | 
XI. A % ed Phat the only method, whereby the eonfiltu» 
anal rights of the (unjedts of this pravinece can be ſecures 


y of aliens wieh a ſhbordiuation te the ſupteme power of Great 
nol Winn ly by the continued exerciſe of ſueh powers of govern» 
ich ent as are granted In the royal charter, and fem 00 


the privileges of the ſame, 
XII. X, wn a fulb conlufinn (ram fame of the fares 
ung reſolves That all acts made by any puwer whatever, as 
u an er than the general afſerubly of this province, lnpoſlng tax+ 
4 of Nou the inhabitants, are Intriugemeats, of our lnherent, and 
them MO lienable rights, as men and Briviſh ſubjects, aud render 
Ane molt valuable declarations of our charter. 
» in XIII. N % ed. Thar the extenfion of the powers: af the 
wer- 't ot adwiralty within this province, is a molt vieleut in- 

(tion of the right of trials by Juvies, A itght, which — 

ſe, upon the principles of their Britiſh anceſturs, hold mol 
en and faced 3 ii being the only ſveurity of the lives, Ubory 

on Wand properties of hiv * ſuhſecta here. 


| 12 NIV. ed, That this heuſt owe the {tricteſ(t alleglancs 


tet, his molt lacred Mojetly king Georgo the Third z thay they 


+ 
Þ 


t 96 1 
Mave the greateſt veneration for the parliament j and that 
| they will, after the example of all. thelr predvceifors, fron 5 
the ſettlement of this country, exert themſelves to their ut- 
moſt, In ſupporting his MJelty's authority in the province, f 
In promoting the tive happineſh of his ſubjets; aud lu en-: Ine 
larging the extent of his domlulon. FLLESTITTT SY 
rdered, That all the foregoing reſolves be kept In the re« en 
cords of this houſe z that a ſul ſenſe of liberty, angl the fem nl. 
ſentlments of loyalty, may be tranſlultted to polterity, dil 


Bntradl from the printid Jounnal of the And maly of Ngw-Youk ow 
| 1814 Deeember 1965, | 
Tz general-aflembly of the colony of New» York, taking 

flute thelr molt ſerious conflderation ſeveral acts of pars 
Hament lately palled, granting tamp and — duties to his 
Majelly, an Ar, the trade of this colony, apprehend: 
ng an abullilon of that eenſtitution under which they have 
long and happily enjoyed the riglits and liberties of Ku 
ahmen, and „* elearly of epiiien, that it is the Intereſt 
ef Great: Britaln,% dependenee en which they elteem thelt 
fellelty, to confirm them in the enjoyment of thelb rights] 
think li their indiſpenſlbie duty ta make a deelaration of thelt 
faith and allepiauce to his Majeſty King George the Third, e 
thelr ſubmiſſion to the ſupreme legillative power; and at the ag 
ſkme time te ſhew, that the rights elalmed by them are in n there 
manner inconſiſtent with either f for which but hoi they af ihe. 
tome ie the following reſvlutions, that is te fay, roſ 
Refilved, New, Con, That the people of this colony owe i — 
ſame taith and allegiance to his Majeſty King George i, 
Third, that are due ta him from his (ubjedts in Great-Brivalnfy 
Reſaived, New, Con, That they owe obedience to all acts 
parlſament, not incouſiſtent with the eflential rights and liber 47 
ties of Engliſhmen, and are imituled to the ſame rights auff z, * 
liberties, which his Majelty's Engliſh ſubjects, both within an fouticn 
without tlie realm, huve ever enjoyed, | would 
Re tved, Nem, Con. Thut his ajeſt y's ſubjects in Englan d 
are ſecured in the mo advantages they enjoy, princip 
ly by the privilege of an exemption from taxes not of the 
own grant; and their right to trlals by their peers.— The fl 
ſecures the peoples collectively from uureuſonable Impoſitioniiyg co 
nnd without the ſecond, individuals are at the. arbitrary di their & 
poſition of the exccntive powers, : diveſt 
Reſolved, Neu. Gon, That the Coloniſts did not forfeir tle R 
eſſential rights by their emigration ; becauſe this was by (Get 
— and encouragement of the crown 2: aud that tl 
ther merit favour than a deptivation of thoſe rights, o/a 


* an n}nult boundleſs extent to the Britiſh empire, 6 non 42 
=. | 


Ee ů — 


* — 


bf A. 1 97 * | | 
hat 


aadlag Its trade, increaſing its wealth, aud augmenting the 
rom — . conders it lo formidable to all Lurope, CM, 
ut" 8 Re « Con, That the acts of trade giving the right 
9 — to the admlralty court, In proſbeutſon for pe- 
en« rſeltyres, manifeſtly infringes the right of trlale 
' Eby Jury 4 and that the late ach for granting ſtamp»duties, not 


res only expoſts the American ſubjects to an ſutolerable Inconye» 
firm N nience and expence,by compel ng them to a defence at a great 
Jiikance from home but, by impoſing « tax, utterly — Att 
enen of the eHbuilal right of belag the ſble diſpoſdrs of their 
| own property, | 
R ted nm. Con, That all alds to the erown, lu rest - l- 

King uin, are gitts of the people by thele A In parlis⸗ 
be ment; 6s 6 every money» Mil, in 


ears from the preamble © 
le Shieh the Comms 1 are (hls te give and grant te hl e. 
end. „%%, New. Con, That It lnvolves the greateſt lngonflit. 
hai ene with the known prinelples of the aid eoniiitution, 
Ku to (uppoſe, that the Honourable Houſk of Commons of Greats 
tere Jetta): z can, without allet the Inhabltany of this eolon 
wWel'Y of theft moſt effenilal rights, rant to the crown thelr, or any 
ei part of thelr, eftaies for any purpoſe whatſbever, | 
melt” ee, New. Con, That from the firſt fortlembnt of the 
I, VE colonies, it has been the ſenſe of the government at home 
at WAY was (yeh grants equld nov de eontiltyrignally made 4 an 
in therefore applications for the (\pport of government, and 
Y Father publis exigeneier, have always been made te the re» 
reſbutatives of the people of this colony end frequently 
ve IF during the late war by IM medigte orders from the erawa pps 
o Yon which they exeried themſblyes pode: liberg)lt N 
* — the. 8 thought proper te contribute ta (help 
MAUYFITMEny , : | : 
Aue d New, Con, That If the people of this colgny ſhould 
„au he deprived. of the (ole right of taxing them(blyes, or 5 
in auf fenting ſwoh ſume as the public exigencles require, they 
would bs laid under the greateſt dl vantage a+ the ant» 
gland interett. of the eleftors, or elected, which 
nclp our of his majeſty's ſubject ju 
ran a oinſt them, ' ww ; 
70. Men. Cen. That the Impracigabillty of Indgelag 
the colonles to grant alds in an equal manner, prgportiohgd to 
their ſpyeral Mule doe hy ng, means induce a neceſficy of 
diveſting the golonies of their MH rights. ; 
Refined New, Con. Thar it is the duty of every friend to 
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ee New, Ces. 


Pot: pone on the tn ls colony are wy rie vou 
burthenſbme, "nd, XXI an of this heuſt, 
minifhed the 


j have 1 reatly 
Nea en with the fore! 
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un unable e pargheſe the manuſ@Rures of Great Hrfraln. 


I of the Conganer of Naw You ny 1914 Offeder, 16 
HE members of this 'cangrefh, finterely devoted with 


0. warmeſt ſentiments of affeftion and duty to hit 
WAL perſon and arr ments inviolahly attached te the 

appy eflabliſhment off the 45 tant ſueseſſlen 

50 v {th mach deeply impreſſed 4 ſenſe of the preſent and 
aging N ne the Britiſh colonies on this conti- 
7 aving confidered” as matusely as time will perttit the 


duty to make the following geclarations'ot' our humble 
* 1 relpefing the moſt Aential rights and liberajes of 


e coloniſts, aud 67 the * — ma which they labour) 
by rea lon of ſeveral aQs of parliament 

Fal, That. hls, mdj 4 5 fubjects ety In thelb-eoloniey 
owe the a A 1255 to the crown: of Great- Britain, 
that js owing bay s ſubjects. born within the roam and 
all que, uberalnatlen do at auguſt body, 'the parHiamant of 


e 
Second). That his ma maſoſty's eg lege ſubjefts fn theſe colonies 
ore intitled to all the In t rights * libertjes-af” Men 
tural- born ſub bjedts within the A 


Thirdly. + Tirat ft M . ah drably 2 2 


pteple, aud the v undloubted ri hx, of Engliſhmen, thi 
1 1 Wasen a · wn s Uudesben aünda ler ib 
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tendene 


ft w 1 
rr given per · 


27115. 0 


repteſenf steve. 
That "ihe people of of theſd colonier are net, and 
* r l ereuig Rane: cannot, 50% be repreſented in the 
ouſh of Commons In Oreat- Britain; 
That the only reprefintativer of the people of these 
rolonles are perſons choſby_ therein by, — ſolves and that we 
4% Over Dave Brow Of 1a * L Impuſtd ou 


2 thelr Ive legiſlatures 
1 5 11 (upp * 8 Fu 1. i 
0 0 val ſon ond with ! 
N77 nelnelples fy the wh 1 5. ſor the 
— of ey hy in to rant to Il property of 
e colonies; 
Seventh, That trial br Ju a the nhoront and valuable 
right of every Ariel ſu In theſd colonies, 
20 gy. 2 the Wy aQ of e lathled, % M1 
for grant 94 fertaln dan dutiet and viher duticr 
q Bei rok 4. oy Dlantationt In America, we. by y impoſing 
taxes on 1 inhabitants 45 theſe colonies ; wy the 
and fevers! other actes, by extending the jurifidtion of the 
courn of amy beyond Its antient limits, a manifeſt 
to ſubvert the rights and liberties of the coloniſts, 
Mei. That the duties impoſed by ſeveral late acts of parli» 
ament, from the peculiar cirenmſtances of theſe colonies, will 
be extremely burthenſome and revert and am the ſcar- 
city of ſpecle, the payment of them abſblutel ractable. 
eutbly; That as the profits of the trade © ho colonies 
Nane center in Great · Britaln, to pay for the manufac ; 
tures which they are obliged to take from thence, they f- 


_ pentudlly contribute very largely to all ſupplies granted there 


to the crown, 
Twe/fihly, That the incteaſe, profpetity, and happineſs of 
theſe colonies, depend on the full and free enjoyment of 
tfeit tights and liberties j and an intercourſe with Great · Bri · 


| — mutually affectionate and advantageous, 


Thirteenthly, That it is the right of the Britiſh ſubſects in 
theſe colonies, to petition the king, or either houſe of parlla 


m 4 
L 7 „That lt is the indiſpetiſable duty of theſe colonies to 
* belt. of ſoveteigns, to the mother.country, and to them- 
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